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Che Need for God 


ILL the world get along without God? The Society for the Advancement of Atheism assures us 

\\ with the gayest confidence that it will. Science, education, more enlightened consideration of 

hygiene, of social needs and relations, will dispose of the old, despised moral and religious 

taboos, men and women will be virtuous and self-sacrificing and industrious because it does not pay to be 

otherwise, and all will be for the best in the best of scientifically approved and regulated worlds, from 
which God will be dismissed because He has served His purpose. 

It may be so: but one who doubts about many things will be inclined to doubt most of all about this. 


ind 


Science is singularly uncertain. Wisdom is at best perplexing, baffling, most of all conflicting. Ignor- 
ance grows and swells and overwhelms us more than ever before, since the vast increase of general 
knowledge gets daily more and more out of the grasp of an individual. The one thing that is indisput- 
ably certain is human suffering and misery, which even the Society for the Advancement of Atheism has 
so far been unable to abolish or reason away. And so long as human suffering and misery exist, the 
need for God. which some think created Him, will continue to exist and the world will cry out for Him 
till it finds Him. In a hundred thousand years no remedy for wretchedness and weakness and despair 
has ever been found more comforting than the o!d Hebraic murmur, “For underneath are the everlasting 
arms, underneath are the everlasting arms.” —GAMALIEL BRADFORD. 


MALE CHORUS OF GRACE GiB-U RIG Hs ALLENTOWN, BeAn 
Lower Row: George Strohm, Lloyd Sturm, E. E. Greenawald, Rev. R. 8S. Weiler, Pastor, Herbert Fry, O. M, Kneller and C. R, 


Kleckner. 
Upper Row: Edward Kunow, Director, Russell Fleming, Harvey Huber, Russell Schreiner, Ralph Blose, T. H. Kleckner, 


Ralph Young, Edwin Knerr and John Kleckner. 
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GOLDEN JUBILEE, ST. LUKE’S, LAN- 
CASTER, PA. 


St. Luke’s Church, Lancaster, Pa., Rev. 
John F. Frantz, pastor, celebrated its 50th 


ies of services Jan. 6 


anniversary in a se! 
to 13, inclusive. On Sunday morning, Jan, 
6, the Rev. Oswin §S. Frantz, D. D., Pro- 


fessor in the Department of New Testa- 
ment Science in the Seminary at Lan- 
caster, delivered the sermon on ‘‘The Chal- 
lenge of Progress.’? On the evening of 
the same day Rev. H. M. J. Klein, Ph. D., 
Audenried Professor of History in Frank- 
lin and Marshall College, preached on 
‘¢Place of the Church in Modern Life.’’ 

Wednesday evening was music night, 
when Prof. George B. Rodgers, organist 
and choirmaster of St. James’ Episcopal 
Church, Laneaster, Pa., gave an organ re- 
cital. On Thursday evening representa- 
tives from the consistories of the several 
Reformed congregations in Lancaster 
brought greetings. Elder J. Q. Truxal 
spoke for St. Peter’s, Elder E. M. Hart- 
man for St. Stephen’s, Elder Lloyd B. 
Hershey for St. Paul’s, Elder Jacob Stoe 
for St. John’s, Deacon Joseph P. Sherr for 
St. Andrew’s, Supt. Walter J. McEvoy 
for Faith, Elder Mark Shulenberger, who 
was to represent First Church, was absent 
on account of sickness. At this service 
Elder Charles A. Hammond, of St. Luke’s, 
was signally honored with a beautiful 
present from the congregation for faithful 
and efficient services rendered as a mem- 
ber of the consistory for 42 consecutive 
years,— 2 years as deacon and 40 years as 
elder; 36 year's as secretary of the con- 
sistory and 6 years as treasurer. This is 
indeed a splendid record. At this service 
one of the members of 36 years standing 
gave $50 in gold as a jubilee offering. 

On Friday evening the Rev. D. G. Glass, 
Stated Clerk of Lancaster Classis, deliver- 
ed the sermon. The Holy Communion was 
administered by the pastor on Jan. 13. A 
brief sketch of the history of the congre- 
gation was given at this service. The an- 
niversary services concluded on Sunday 
evening, Jan. 13, with a sermon by Rev. 
J. H. Pannebecker, D. D., Treasurer of 
Lancaster Classis. 

St. Luke’s is an outgrowth of St. 
Stephen’s Sunday School Mission, organ- 
ized Nov. 15, 1874, in the Middle School 
Building on Mulberry Street, by a com- 
mittee from the student body of the Theo- 
logical Seminary. On Jan. 13, 1872, the 
students in the Society of Inquiry, ‘‘ in 
the order of their regular exercises,’’ de- 
bated the question: ‘‘Should the Theologi- 
eal Seminary Establish a Mission in Lan- 
caster??? On the merits of the question 
the Society voted unanimously in the 
affirmative; and then appointed students 
Truxal, Diffenbacher and DeLong a commit- 
tee to communicate the views of the so- 
ciety to the faculty of the Seminary, and 
consult them in relation to the feasibility 
of establishing a Mission Sunday School. 
This committee reported in February that 
““the Faeulty heartily approved the pro- 
ject.” 

Later the interest and aid of the con- 
sistory of St. Stephen’s congregation was 
solicited. On April 15, 1874, that ¢on- 
sistory appointed Dr. E. V. Gerhart and 
Dr. T. G. Apple a committee to advise and 
co-operate with the committee of the So- 
ciety of Inquiry. This committee, consist- 
ing of students Wm. F. Lichliter, Zwingli 
A. Yearick and John C, Bowman, opened 
a Mission Sunday School under the author- 
ity and eare of St. Stephen’s Church, Nov. 
15, 1874, with 42 pupils. Dr. John W. 
Nevin, the presiding pastor of St. Ste- 
phen’s Church, was present and took part 
in the organization, Student Wm. F. 
Lichliter was elected supt., G. D. Gurley 
assistant supt., Z. A. Yearick, secretary, 
and Geotge W. Roth, Librarian. The Mis- 


sion was first known as St. Stephen’s Mis- 
sion. 

It was soon felt, however, that in order 
to secure permanent results there should 
be an organized Chureh in connection with 
the Mission. This fact was brought to 
the attention of the consistory of St. Ste- 
phen’s. At a meeting on March 3, 1878, 
the consistory recommended that the Rev. 
Jacob F. Wiant, who had just finished an 
agency in behalf of the publishing house 
of the Church, and was then residing in 
the city, be elected superintendent of the 
Sunday School, and that a canvass be 
made to ascertain how many persons con- 
nected with the Sunday School or inter- 
ested in it would be willing to enter into 
an organization of the Church. Nine per- 
sons, including the pastor’s wife, were 
found ready to organize. Others expressed 
their willingness to become members a few 
months later. 

At the request of Rev. Mr. Wiant the 
consistory of St. Stephen’s Church held a 
meeting on May 30, 1878, ‘‘to make ar- 
rangements for a joint meeting with the 
consistories of the other Reformed 
Churches in Lancaster to consider the ne- 
cessities of St. Stephen’s Mission.’’ The 
joint meeting was held on June 10, 1878, 
in St. Paul’s Church. The result was that 
permission was granted to organize a con- 
gregation, At the annual meeting of Lan- 
caster Classis, at Maytown, June 13, 1878, 
St. Stephen’s Church presented a request 
‘*for permission to organize a new Church 
in the western part of Lancaster City.’’ 
The request was granted. 

Divine services were held regularly by 
Rev. Mr. Wiant after the canvass made 
in March, 1878, first in the Old Humane 
Hose House on Manor Street, changing in 
November to the school house on Mulberry 
Street. After the morning service on Janu- 
ary 12, 1879, a congregation was organized 


with the election of two elders and two 
deacons. On Feb. 6, 1879, the organiza 


tion was completed by the adoption of the 
Constitution. The name chosen for the 
organization was St. Luke’s Church. 

For the welfare of the newly organized 
congregation a building was necessary. 
Neither the Humane Hose House nor the 
public school building were suitable. On 
April 25, 1879, a meeting of the consistor- 


ies of the Reformed Churches of Lancaster — 


was held, and Rev. E. V. Gerhart, D. D., 
Rev. J. F. Wiant, John H. Pearsol, Hiram 
T, Stamm and B. F, Bausman were ap- 
pointed a committee ‘‘to act in behalf of 
the interests of St. Luke’s Chureh.’’ The 
committee secured the donation of a build- 
ing lot from John C. Hager, located on 
Marietta Avenue, near West Orange 
Street. On October 26, 1879, the corner- 
stone was laid and on February 6, 1880, 
the Church was consecrated with appro- 
priate services. The building, thirty by 
fifty feet, cost $1,800. The furnishing with 
chairs, gas fixtures, heater, and chancel 
furniture cost $700 more, A charter was 
granted by the Lancaster Court on Jan. 17, 
1880. 

On March 14, 1880, the pastor, Rev. J. 
F, Wiant, resigned, having received a eall 
to the Beaver Charge, Clarion County, Pa. 
On March 21, 1880, Rev. Wm. F. Lichliter, 
principal of Harmony Collegiate Institute, 
Harmony, Pa.,. was unanimously chosen 
pastor, subject to the confirmation by the 
Board of Home Missions. The Board con- 
firmed the call and the Rev. Mr. Lichliter 
entered upon the work at St. Luke’s on 
May 30, 1880, 


The Sunday School grew rapidly and the 


Church being too small for efficient and 
comfortable work and for special services 
a movement was begun im 1884 for the pur- 
chase of ground and an enlargement of the 
building, However, it was not until 1888 
that conditions were favorable for the 
gathering of sufficient funds to warrant 


the consistory in going forward in the 
erection of an addition. The contract was 
let early in August and on Thanksgiving 
Day, Nov. 29, 1888, the completed building 


was consecrated. The cost of the ground 
and the addition to the building was 
$3,925.00. 

St. Luke’s was under the care of the 


Board of Home Missions of the Reformed 
Church from the time of its inception 
Jan. 12, 1879, to April 1, 1898. During 
that period of 19 years $5,073.05 were re- 
ceived from the Board. During that same 
period St. Luke’s paid into the treasury 
at large for general benevolence offerings 
of its members amounting to $1,180.27. 

A second addition was made to the build- 
ing in 1907 at a cost of $7,521.00. On Sep- 
tember 8, 1912, a pipe organ costing $2,- 
125 was installed. In the spring of 1925 
pews were placed in the Chureh and other 
extensive improvements made costing 
$1,681.89. On Dee. 23, 1923, the congrega- 
tion voted to purchase the property ad- 
joining the Church property on the west 
and the vacant lot on the east for the 
sum of $11,000. The house, 721 Marietta 
Avenue, is now the parsonage of the 
Church and is occupied by the pastor and 
his family. Because of failing health Rev. 
Mr. Lichliter tendered his resignation on 
Sept. 10, 1923. This was reluctantly ae- 
cepted by the consistory and on the same 
day he was named pastor emeritus. 

On March 30, 1924, the present pastor, 
Rev. John F. Frantz, was elected to fill the 
vacancy. He began his pastorate on June 
1, 1924. During the pastorate of Rey. J. 
F. Wiant 38 names were added to the mem- 
bership roll; during the pastorate of Rev. 
Mr. Lichliter 1,027 were added; during the 
present pastorate, 166. The present mem- 
bership is 328. —John F. Frantz. 


THE SPIRIT OF LENT 


The Rev. R. E. Leinbach 


The period of most intensive effort in 
Protestant Churches lies usually from the 
beginning to the end of the Lenten season. 
The reason is not hard to diseover when 
one has a correct conception of Lent. 
Formal and arbitrary as may be the ob- 
servance of these weeks, there is no doubt 
that emphasis is placed in one’s religious 
life upon those points where emphasis 
most belongs. Sacrifice, abstention and 
self-examination dare no longer be spoken 
of as empty, meaningless, clanging eym- 
bals, but are consciously felt to be the 
active, potent forces to be poured into 
human souls to make them meet for the 
Master’s use. 


Giving one’s self to the practice of 
these virtues must of necessity result in 
the conviction that here is value of the 
most practical kind. Convineed of this, 
the most natural next step is to econvinee 
others. Thus the Lenten season is appro- 
priately referred to as pre-eminently the 
season of spiritual revival in the Church. 
It is the one period when the largest num- 
ber of people are interested in the moral, 
religious and spiritual welfare of others— 
and all because of the fact that they are 
making a conscious effort to bring about a 
well-defined end in themselves, 

We are at the very threshold of this pe~ 
riod now. That the atmosphere is already 
being charged with its spirit is evidenced 
by the interest and zeal that has been, and 
is now being, shown in the several eate- 
chetical classes. Men and women are not 


only inquiring about those who should be 
sharing their Christian blessings, but are 
actually planning in many ways to make 
these blessings theirs. Were we all to be thus 
on fire with the spirit of Lent, surely Palm 
Sunday would witness the largest acces- 
Have 


sion in the history of our Chureh. 
we the will to make it so? 
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THE “CHRISTIAN CENTURY” AND THE 
FEDERAL COUNCIL 


In the MesseNGER of January 10th, appeared an edi- 
torial on “The Federal Council A Progressive Force,” in 
which extensive reference was made to an editorial in the 
Christian Century under the heading, “The Rochester 
Fiasco.” We expressed the conviction that the editorial 
of our contemporary was rather gloomy and bilious, and 
that instead of giving credit where credit was due, it mani- 
fested a disposition to underestimate the achievements of 
20 years of notable federated service by the Council. We 
have just received a cordial letter from our friend, Dr. 
Charles Clayton Morrison, Editor of The Christian Cen- 
tury, who says that he has read our observations with keen 
interest and some dismay, and adds: “You quite miscon- 
ceive our editorial and I think give your readers a wrong 
impression of the attitude of The Christian Century to the 
Federal Council. The editorial you refer to, entitled ‘The 
Rochester Fiasco,’ dealt not with the Rochester meeting 
as a whole, but only with one project of that meeting. We 
were considering the one item, which had been put on the 
program by the Committee of One Hundred, calling for 
a study of the possibility of fundamental changes in the 
structure of the Federal Council to meet the proposed 
taking over of additional functions now being performed 
by the constituent denominations as such. You quote 
us as saying: ‘Nothing more nearly approaching a com- 
plete washout could be imagined than that which actually 
took place. You imply that this statement and similar 
statements in our editorial refer to the Federal Council 
itself and to its program as a whole. This does The Chris- 
tian Century a grave injustice. Our statement referred 
only to the one feature of the program with which the 
editorial was dealing. It was that feature which we said 
was ‘a complete washout.’ With respect to the Federal 
Council as a whole, and the remainder of the program at 
Rochester, speaking generally, The Christian Century would 
gladly say everything that you have said in your estimable 
editorial. I wonder if you would not be so good as to 
publish this correction of the MEssENGER’s statements in- 
sofar as they seem to imply that the Christian Century was 
critical of the essential work of the Federal Council or of 
the remainder of its excellent program at Rochester. I 
know you did not intend to do us an injustice, but I feel 
sure that if you will re-read our editorial you will feel 
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that you did not accurately reflect its point of view in 
your own otherwise admirable interpretation of the Federal 
Council.” 

The MESSENGER is certainly happy to publish this state- 
ment. Dr. Morrison is quite right in saying that we had 
no desire to misrepresent the attitude of that great journal 
toward the Council. We are ready to accept the editor’s 
own interpretation of what he meant. We may perhaps 
be permitted to retain the opinion that, in this particular 
editorial, he did not quite maintain his high reputation for 
clarity. We have reason to believe, judging from the let- 
ters we received from quite a number within and without 
our own denomination, that we were not alone in reaching 
the conclusion, after a perusal of The Christian Century 
editorial, which seemed to be the only statement in that 
journal concerning the Rochester meeting, that the editor 
was quite thoroughly disheartened with the outcome of the 
meeting and the work of the Council as a whole. We 
are delighted to know that it was only one feature of the 
program to which reference was made, and that The Chris- 
tian Century joins us in appreciating the manifold labors 
and constructive ministries of the Federal Council, which 
put us all so greatly in its debt. 


* a 3 


“EYES AND THE CLASP OF HANDS” 
(Afterglows of the IVorld Youth Peace Congress) 

It is in the afterglow, I think, that we sense the real 
significance of a great event. Just so it is with my im- 
pressions of the World Youth Peace Congress, held on a 
pineclad heath, late last summer, in Holland. There were 
500 of us, from 31 nations. Many and varied were the 
organizations represented. There was every color, too, 
from alabaster to jet black. Some had no God; others 
worship many. Some believe in one God; others. still 
look for a Messiah. There were those, too, whose doc- 
trine is non-violence, and beside them sat those who be- 
lieve that peace can come only through world-revolution. 
Above them all there fluttered day and night, a white flag 
with three letters, on it, in red, PAX. 

Work was done in English, French and German, in 
five Commissions: economics, education, politics, race and 
minority, and religion and morals. There were no “star 
performers” and the chairman of the Leaders’ Council 
was a youth whose peace ideals during the World War 
cost him three years in prison. 
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Far more significant, however, than even the Commis- 
sion findings, reported to and acted on, at plenary sessions, 
was the fact that nationalism was forgotten—that for the 
first time, world youth had its chance to talk peace, not 
guardedly, but openly, frankly, earnestly. The Commun- 
ists had their say, and the Fascists. The delegates from 
India told of Gandhi. The Pan-Idealists talked too, and 
those whose God is happiness. And those from the min- 


ority groups bared their problems. 
And at a twilight session, out under the pines, the black- 


est delegate, from the farthest corner of Africa, had this 
to say to the Commission on Religion: “God, in the be- 
ginning days, was a Baker. On Creation Morning He 


baked many loaves of bread and put them in His oven. 
Discovering, however, that His oven wasn’t quite full, He 
went back to knead more dough. When He returned He 
was almost overcome by,the smoke that came out of the 
oven, and He saw that the loaves farthest in were burned 
te a crisp, and that those nearest the door were a deep 
brown.” ‘Now, we South Africans believe,” he continued, 
that the loaves most deeply touched by the fire of 
God’s Holy Spirit symbolize the black race—that the loaves 
less deeply touched are the Malays—and he ended naively, 
“and that those that didn’t get into the oven, are the white 
race.” 

A German youth and an American, who, ten years ago 
faced each other across the trenches, bunked in the same 
tent. The Americans entertained the Germans and had 
tea for the French delegation. And planned and im- 
promptu programs, by delegate artists, took us far along 
the Road to Mutual Understanding, exemplified as they 
were by the impulsive act of the beloved Camp Mother, 
who, at the close of the negro program gathered the singer, 
the pianist, the artist and the poet about her, and calling 
them, “Dear Black Brothers,” bade them go back to Africa 
and America and tell their comrades that world youth are 
vitally interested in every move they make toward peace. 

Comaraderie at meals, at the postoffice, while washing 
tin plates and spoons; on hikes to Ommen Castle, to wind- 
mills and to river villages; around the giant camp fire, and 
in the tents at night, —takes on even greater significance 
in the “afterglow.” Or, as the Camp Mother lov ingly puts 
it, “What I remember most are eyes and the clasp of 
hands.” 

World Youth going to the dogs? World Youth a men- 
ace? Read Gandhi’s cabled message to the Congress: 
WHETHER: WORDDMS TfOcHAVE*TRUTH AND 
PEACE, OR UNTRUTH AND WAR, WILL DE- 
PEND ON YOUTH, and—‘think on these things.” 

—ALLIENE SAEGER DE CHANT. 
Se ae 


CANNED GOODS FOR POOR PREACHERS 


The Woman's Home Companion for March contains 
some startling and revolutionary suggestions which ought 
to be of interest to all Church folk. Mr. Frederick sist 
Collins, who several years ago urged that a large majority 
of the present Church edifices ought to be torn down and 
consolidated with other congregations, has been engaged, 
we are told, for two years in a survey of the present-day 
Church situation, during which he has visited 21 states 
and traveled nearly 15,000 miles by bus in rural districts. 
He says there are 216,000 sermons preached in the United 
States every Sunday morning, and “obviously there are- 
n’t 216,000 people fit to preach sermons.” The result, he 


says, is “an overwhe!ming number of poor sermons.” And 
he adds: “I had never imagined such pitifully small con- 


gregations as I found in the country towns.” 

This investigator suggests to the Churches the follow- 
ing remedy: (1) Relieve the average minister of the neces- 
sity of sermon writing; (2) assign the task to men and 
women who are conspicuously able to perform it; (3) let 
each denomination solicit and pay for an annual supply 
of the finest sermons that can possibly be written; (4) 
select enough to permit a wide choice of subjects by the 
local pastor; (5) let each minister select the kind of 
sermon that best suits the need of his particular congrega- 
tion, and deliver it either by reading it or committing it 
to memory. 


In the long run, Mr. Collins believes that science will 
come to the rescue with a perfect sermon delivered weekly 
in thousands of pulpits through a combination of radio and 
television, thus “combining the voice and personality of a 
great preacher with the sanctity of the small Church.” 
But, until science is ready to perfect this ideal, he urges 
the immediate installation of the ‘‘canned” sermon, pre- 
pared centrally by each denomination to meet the needs 
of its pulpits throughout the country. 

The picture painted by Mr. Collins is about as sad and 
depressing as anything we have recently seen, but pos- 
sibly it is better for all of us to swallow hard and read 
it with all the mental hospitality we can summon. Here 
it is: “There is no sight in America so depressing as our 
dying Churches, open on Sundays to a dwindling few, 
closed throughout the week. Inadequate preachers, every- 
where; weary discouraged o!d men struggling along on 
inadequate salaries in a profession for which they have 
shown no aptitude; restless, rebellious young men, chaf- 
ing under the yoke of denominational rivalry, yearning 
to get away from their unappreciated drudgery; disillu- 
sioned men of all ages, driven by poverty, stung by neg- 
lect, trying to earn a decent living by combining preach- 
ing with farming, shop-keeping, real estate or insurance, 
empty mockeries of a great calling. But pitiful as the 
Churches and preachers are, J found the average sermon 
still more pitiful, still more unfit to serve the Christian 
cause. Few will deny that presentday sermons are dull. 
The very word ‘sermon’ has become a synonym for dull- 
ness; the word ‘preach’ a definition for tediousness. The 
latest dictionary defines sermon as ‘a lecture on conduct 
or duty, a homily, often in a depreciatory sense.’ And 
it defines the verb preach as ‘to discourse in the manner 
of a preacher; now usually with implication of officious- 
ness or tediousness.’ These are not the meaning which 
these noble words once had. Some ministers insist on the 
divine right of preachers to be dull. They say that mod- 
ern preaching is no worse than ancient preaching. They 
insist that if our grandfathers profited by dull sermons, 
there is no reason why we shouldn’t. But times have 
changed. The minister formerly spoke with an authority 
which even the most devout Church-goer no longer grants 
to any living man. Before the era of the newspaper, be- 
fore knowledge was poured in from a hundred quarters, 
the pulpit was the school of the common people. Some 
ministers say the pulpit should fall back on ‘preaching the 
gospel.’ But I notice everywhere that there isn’t the de- 
mand for gospel preaching that there once was. The old- 
fashioned expounding of Bible texts is about as popular 
as the high-wheeled bicycle. The passages in the Bible 
that most influence men need precious little elucidating. 
They are the simplest-written and the plainest-meaning 
sentences in all literature. The average minister doesn’t 
get very far when he tries to improve on them.” 


We came across, the other day, a cynic’s definition of a 
preacher. He said, “A preacher is a man who talks in 
other people’s sleep.’ Mr. Collins has evidently accepted 
this idea, as a result of his varied experience. Though ad- 
mitting his plan for using “canned” sermons will meet with 
widespread opposition, he thinks it will be overcome just 
as the objections to printed hymn books, from old-fashioned 
ministers who preferred to “line out” the hymns, were 
silenced. He sees in this the only plan which will enable 
the Churches to “abolish the kind of sermons that are 
driving people out of the Churches” and to substitute “the 
kind of sermons that will draw them in.” As a matter 
of fact, he finds that the average minister is already serv- 
ing up a good deal of “canned” stuff in his sermons. The 
“lifting” of entire discourses from standard books of ser- 
mons, he charges, is “undoubtedly done on a considerable 
scale,” and even where this is not done, harassed preachers 
turn to “miscellaneous first aids,” for illustrations, poetry, 
and focal truths. 

What is the answer to this indictment by Mr. Collins? 
Far be it from us to deny that there are too many poor 
sermons; we have at times been among the suffering vic- 
tims. But who is going to demonstrate that it is poor 
sermons which keep most people away from Church, when 
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it can easily be proved that some of the Churches which 
are crowded with people get much poorer sermons than 
some of those which are practically empty? Moreover, 
it seems to us that at least 90% of the people whose opin- 
tons are worth having, would prefer to have a preacher 
give from the pulpit the convictions of his own heart and 
mind, even though poorly phrased and inadequately ex- 
pressed, rather than to have him read or recite “canned” 
sermons, handed down to him by some central agency, 
which might eloquently express an official point of view, 
but would be utterly lacking in reality and in winsomeness. 
Then just who would have authority to determine what 
preachers are good enough to use their own original stuff, 
and what dear brethren are to be numbered among the 
nitwits who are condemned to use the patented variety of 
canned goods? There are undoubtedly not a few folks 
who would be quite ready to abolish sermons, and there 
are probably some preachers who would be glad to be 
relieved of the responsibility of preparing sermons, but 
we venture the prediction that Mr. Collins will hardly live 
to see his suggestions generally adopted. Probably the 
situation is not as desperate as he seems to think. There 
have been weeping prophets of his sort in preceding gen- 
erations. Perhaps, too, Mr. Collins may be referred with- 
out prejudice to this bit of counsel from “Dick” Sheppard, 
England’s well-beloved preacher: “Yes, my friend, it was 
a bad sermon and that clergyman isn’t a clever man, and 
no doubt you could answer all his arguments; but I pray 
you desist from criticism and write yourself, not one ser- 
mon, but two, for 52 Sundays in the year, and remember 
they must be delivered to folk like yourself. Then start 
away again to criticise the clergyman, if you like and if 
you can.” 

a * Ok Ox 


ANOTHER “DECAYING” INSTITUTION 


Pessimistic prophecies with reference to the Church are 
so frequent that, perhaps on the theory that “misery lives 
company,” it is not altogether unwelcome to read a dread- 
fully doleful prognostication with reference to the thea- 
tre, which some folks imagine to be a much more popular 
institution than the Church. The other day St. John Er- 
vine, the well-known British dramatic critic and playwright, 
gave a striking denunciation of the modern theatre, telling 
a capacity audience at the Community Church, New York, 
that the theatre of our day is a dying institution and there 
is no longer any hope for it. “It has to be ruined to be 
improved. Nearly every theatre in New York is owned, 
not by a man of the theatre, but by a real estate agent, 
who would be peddling peanuts were he in his proper 
place. You may think your theatre is bad, but you should 
see what our theatre is in Great Britain. I am sorry to 
have to confess it is even worse than yours. The trouble 
is not confined to one country by any means; it is univer- 
sal and for the same reasons.” 

Mr. Ervine declared that if Shakespeare were alive to- 
day he would be thrown out of the theatre by the man- 
ager to whom he submitted the manuscript of “Hamlet.” 
And for the present evil state of the “decaying” theatre 
he placed the blame upon commercialism, the high costs of 
production, unintelligent audiences, and espectally the i- 
fluence of women. Perhaps our readers will be inclined 
to disagree in toto with this last and apparently unchival- 
rous charge, but Mr. Ervine boldly draws his sabre and 
hurls this challenge in the very teeth of the dear ladies: 
“When the theatre was vital and alive, there was no wo- 
man either on the stage or in the auditorium. The first 
actresses came on in the reign of Charles II]—French 
hussies—and though they were chased out, they got back 
into the theatre and ruined it. Whenever women dominate 
any institution, they ruin it. Every man in the theatre 
knows there are hundreds of extremely good actors who 
can't get employment because the women don’t like them. 
As women know nothing about acting, many incompetent 
actors are referred to as competent, while good acting 
goes unappreciated. The hope of the theatre rests in the 
little groups, regarded as amateurs.” 

We do not know whether this critic is or is not a “gruff 
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and grumpy bachelor”; at any rate, he writes like one. 
Strenuously as we may oppose his ungracious reference 
to the devastating effect of feminine influence, it is well 
to remember how many are joining him in the view that 
for some reason or other the theatre has fallen upon evil 
days, and those most closely associated with it are seriously 
alarmed. Many of the forces militating against Church 
attendance are found also to be a drain upon other agen- 
cies and organizations. Lodges and clubs are not exempt 
from these drastic social adjustments. It would be queer 
if the play-house did not also experience some ill effects 
from the dizzy pace of our hurried and cluttered lives. 


Speaking about Church attendance, moreover, we are 
not so sure that the tide is not turning. After all is said 
and done, are not the Churches holding their own remark- 
ably well? The congregations we have visited in recent 
months, with one or two exceptions, have shown a most 
gratifying outlook. Last Sunday we spent, for example, 
in Pennsylvania’s third largest city. We visited three 
Churches of different denominations. In the morning 
there was snow and sleet. The clouds broke and the sun 
came out at Church time, but the walking conditions were 
not good. At the Jackson St. Baptist Church about 300 
were present. The Sunday School followed at 12 noon, 
with 898 in attendance, and the pastor taught a men’s 
class with 125 present. Born and reared in the Church 
of God, the Rev. B. C. L. Baer has here his first parish 
in the Baptist fellowship, and his genial, wholesome leader- 
ship is everywhere in evidence. At 6 P. M. we took part 
in the service at the Tabernacle Congregational Church, 
where the Welsh strain is in the ascendancy. Again about 
300, which we were assured was less than the usual attend- 
ance. The pastor, Rev. Owen Jones, is a fine young Welsh- 
man reared in Northampton Co., Pa., who was educated 
at Muhlenberg and found a good Pennsylvania German 
wife at Slatington. Here, too, there were indications of 
loyalty and progress. Then at 7.30 we wended our way 
to the Elm Park Methodist Church, where Dr. Henry H. 
Crane, nephew of the late Dr. Frank Crane, noted writer, 
recently came as pastor. We had trouble to find a seat 
in the rear of the gallery! Upstairs and down a sea of 
faces, evidently much interested. We estimated the num- 
ber at 1500 to 1800. To ourselves we said, “Well, the 
Church does not appear to be a ‘dying institution’ in Scran- - 
ton.”’ And experiences in other cities and towns, as well 
as in the open country, help one to be of good cheer. 
Whether or no the theatre may be “decaying,” the Church 
of Christ has the assurance that even the gates of Hades 
shall not prevail against her. 

eet oes 


RIGHT OR WRONG? 


“Don’t you think there is entirely too much criticism 
of our country?” asks a MESSENGER reader. “There are 
some pests who seem to think that America is always 
wrong.” We answer frankly that there is not a good in- 
dividual or institution or nation in all the world that is 
not subjected to unjust and unwarranted criticism, and it 
seems to be the lesson of history that those who ranked 
highest and have done most for mankind have often been 
most criticised. We should not expect, therefore, that no- 
body inside or outside of America would find fault with 
our country. All human beings and all human institutions 
need a certain amount of criticism. 

Perhaps it is one of the most encouraging signs of the 
times in which we live that many seem readier today to 
face the facts and to drag out into the light of day the 
faults that ought to be rectified. It is true that there are 
some chronic “kickers’’ and fault-finders who never see 
anything good in the institution with which they are con- 
nected. These are just as numerous in the case of the 
Church as in the case of the state, perhaps even more so. 
It is doubtful, however, whether those who never see any- 
thing right in America are any more dangerous than those 
who never see anything wrong. 

We have occasionally called attention to the menace of 
that pagan slogan, “My country, right or wrong!” One 
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of the best things we have ever seen on that question is 
this discriminating comment by G. K. Chesterton: “ ‘My 
country, right or wrong,’ is a thing that no patriot would 
think of saying except in a desperate case. It is like say- 
ing, ‘My mother, drunk or sober.’ No doubt if a decent 
man’s mother took to drink, he would share her troubles 
to the last; but to talk as if he would be in a state of gay 
indifference as to whether his mother took to drink or 
not. is certainly not the language of men who know the 
great mystery.” If we are both earnest and intelligent, 
we must know that every nation has its dangerous tempers 
and tendencies, and that America is not exempt from these 
human frailties. We must also know that our very wealth, 
power and prestige bring to us extraordinarily specious 
temptations. It is our part as Christians to pray for our 
country and to work constantly in order that America 
may more and more be found on God’s side in every prob- 
lem and in every conflict. If in any particular case you 
are convinced that America is wrong, it is your bounden 
duty to assist in setting America right. To condone wrong 
and to encourage and support the government in what you 
honestly believe to be wrong, is not really an act of patri- 
otism, just as it is not the part of a wise and kindly father 
to condone, encourage and support wrongdoing in a be- 


loved son. 
* ok Ok 


FOR MEN BY MEN 


If we are to judge by our own experience, we would 
say that there is a growing recognition of the fact that 
our Churches have suffered an incalculable loss in their 
failure to maintain organized activities by and for men 
in our congregational life. Within the last few months, 
at least a dozen pastors have voluntarily expressed to us 
the judgment that some form of organized work among 
the men of our Churches must be resurrected, if we are 
to win back lost ground, and build for a greater future. 
Such a wide-spread sense of need has real significance. 
It would be interesting to know just how many of our 
congregations have at the present time an active and vig- 
orous organization for men. It seems a thousand _pities 
that so promising an organization as the Brotherhood of 
Andrew and Philip, founded by our own Dr. Rufus W. 
Miller, and stressing the two simple but vital rules of 
prayer and service, was allowed to die out in so many of 
our Churches. There are various clubs and brotherhoods 
still in existence, more frequently interested in social af- 
fairs than in spiritual enterprises; but, for the most part, 
organizations outside of the Church have been permitted 
to commandeer most of the time and attention of the 
virile and efficient Christian manhood of our various com- 
munities. We covet an expression of the convictions of 
active pastors with regard to the development of a depart- 
ment of men’s work in the Reformed Church. What 
would be the best sort of Club or Brotherhood for the 
peculiar needs of our time? How can such organization 
be stimulated? What would you consider a satisfying pro- 
gram for the regular meetings of such an organization? 
What special events for all the men of the Church should 
be held during the year? Should the special program of 
the Church have some place in these men’s meetings? The 
MESSENGER will be delighted to welcome constructive sug- 
gestions. 

* * * 


“SO LET OUR LIVES AND LIPS EXPRESS” 


As our Memory Hymn for March we have chosen rather 
familiar lines written by the famous Isaac Watts, author 
of over 600 hymns, who is regarded as “the father of Eng- 
lish hymnody.” Born at Southampton, July 17, 1674, he 
began to write verses when a little boy. He was firmly 
attached to the principles of the Nonconformists, for which 
his father had suffered imprisonment. As the great English 
universities at that time received only Church of England 
students, he was compelled to decline their advantages, and 
attended a Dissenting academy in London. By his dili- 
gence and brilliance he prepared himself for a useful 


career. Soon after he entered the ministry his health 
broke and the rest of his life was ‘a struggle between duty 
and weakness,” but he gave such service as he could to his 
congregation and managed to write many books which 
gave him high recognition in university circles. He was 
probably the most widely esteemed Dissenter of his times ; 
but he himself regarded his ‘Psalms and Hymns” as incom- 
parably the greatest work he did for the Church. It has 
been said that a fine characteristic of the hymns of Watts 
is “majesty.” But, although grandeur was his forte, he 
could be as simple as a child and as tender as a mother. 
In this brief hymn chosen for our March study, we have 
a passion for reality, which it is not difficult to under- 
stand and to approve. It sets forth the idea that the re- 
ligion we live is all the religion we really have, no matter 
how much we may profess. What we are speaks so loud that 
it is difficult for folks to hear what we say. The only way 
we can “adorn the Gospel of God our Saviour” is by being 
heartily willing and ready to live unto Him who loved us 
and gave Himself for us. During these weeks of Lent, 
when self-examination and self-testing are particularly in 
order, the simplicity and sincerity of this prayer hymn 
should appeal to us all. Let us so master it that we can 
feel sure it expresses the yearning of our own hearts. 
AERTS 
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THE PARABLE OF THE DESIRE OF THE HEART 


There was, and I think probably is, a lady whose name 
is Mrs. Jones. And she hath an husband, whose name is. 
Mr. Jones. And Mr. Jones hath a Ford salary, and Mrs. 
Jones hath a Rolls-Royce ambition. And that is not al- 
ways a Prosperous Combination. 

And Mrs. Jones was continually telling her husband 
which of their neighbors had lately traded in their Fords 
and bought Lincolns or Cadillacs. And this began to get 
a little upon the Nerves of the patient Mr. Jones. 

Now it came to pass that Mrs. Jones went upon a Jour- 
ney, and she visited her Friend who lived in the Big Town. 
And they had a Packard. And they took her driving in 
the Packard. And they showed her all the Sights of the 
City, which included Mr. Woolworth his store, and the 
Union Station, and the Theater, and the Court House, and 
the Filling Station. And she grew Enraptured over what 
she saw, and the means of her transportation, 

And she wrote to her husband, who was growing a little 
weary of picking up his meals at the Cafeteria. And she 
said: 

My dear husband. I have set mine heart upon a Pack- 
ard. Thy loving Wife. 

And he replied, saying: 

My dear wife. Thine heart is the only portion of thine 
Anatomy that will ever set upon a Packard. Thy loving 
husband. 

Now when I heard this Highly Grammatickal Narra- 
tive, I said, There is a lesson in that story, and it may be 
there be two of them. For a wife like that will either 
make or break a man and not even a Philosopher can be 
quite certain which one of the two it will be. For there 
be times when Financial and Moral Disaster come unto 
the family wherein the wife hath a Packard ambition and 
the husband hath a Ford Salary. But, on the other hand, 
the Prosperity of this Country, whatever that may, be and 
whoever it be that hath it, hath largely come because of 
the ambition of the wife of the Ford owner to possess the 
Higher Priced Car. 

But this I know, that God spake unto Solomon saying, 
that it had been well for his father David to aspire to 
build the House of the Lord, even though he built it not. 
And I think that Solomon would not have built it but for 
the Hysteresis of David’s Frustrated Ambition. 
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“Stumped”’—A Symposium 


In our issue, of Jan. 24 a friend who 
wrote to ‘‘The Messenger’’ was quoted as 
follows: ‘‘Estemed Editor, I don’t believe 
IT need to tell you that I love the Reformed 
Church. Om both sides of the house my 
family has been ‘echt Reformirt’ for gen- 
erations, and I have never wavered in my 
loyalty. JI heard Dr. Richards at a recent 
Synodieal meeting extol the educational 
institutions of our denomination, and I 
agree fully with the view that, in propor- 
tion to our size, no Church excels us along 
this line at home or abroad. If I were not 
writing to you, I would add that we have 
in the ‘Messenger’ a denominational organ 
that is unexcelled. Also, I think our Or- 
phans’ Homes are ‘hard to beat.’ If I 
wanted to go into details, I could probably 
drum up a number of minor matters which 


‘*STUMPED’’ 


Dear Brother DeStump: 

A farmer would be too much of a phil- 
osopher to allow a twin-stump in the mid- 
dle of a ten-acre field to take all the joy 
out of his life; nor would he in his im- 
patience to get rid of it, hook up three of 
his most frisky horses on a Monday morn- 
ing and draw a furrow straight for that 
obstruction. He would know that in a 
generation its taproot would have been 
severed and that his son in his teens could 
more easily overturn it than his father 
could if he hitched all the horses he owned 
to his stoutest plow. And furthermore, he 
would comfort his soul with the faet that 
doubtless the most fertile soil on his en- 
tire farm lay in the enclosure of that twin- 
stump and that it was becoming richer all 
the while that he possessed his soul in 


patience. 

What if the Reformed Church is 
vying with the Colored Methodist 
Church for the lowest place among 
the denominations in increase of 
membership? Eastern Synod alone last 


year erased 4,853 names, or 3 per cent plus, 
of its enrollment. This Synod, however, 
is beginning to realize that something must 
be done about these erasures. A commit- 
tee has been appointed which will have 
served a good purpose if it simply quickens 
the conscience of pastors, consistories, con- 
gregations and Classes along this line. Is 
it too much to hope that ere long this leak- 
age will have been largely stopped? This 
3 per cent added to our present rate of 
increase would give us a place much nearer 
the top of the list of denominations. 


The denomination which with increasing 
frequency is dedicating adequately ap- 
pointed religious education buildings; 
whose congregations im one Synod alone, 
have incurred an indebtedness of $2,337,- 
955 in modernizing their equipment; and 
to whom an A Grade College was born in 
two trienniums,—cannot be said to be a 
decadent denomination, statistics not- 
withstanding. 

May we not believe, inasmuch as man 
has discovered marvelous forces and re- 
sources in the realm of nature, that in 
man, the bearer of the image of the Crea- 
tor Himself, there lies latent and largely 
dormant capacities and powers that will 
express themselves in accomplishments 
which will utterly dispel our present pes- 
simism? At all events, we may confidently 
affirm that ‘‘God has not exhausted H’m- 
self in anything that He has done, but 
there are limitless resources of wisdom and 
power ready to be drawn upon by the man 


should give us satisfaction as a people. But 
I may as well confess right off the reel 
that when I saw a year or more ago that 
we stood 22nd among 26 leading denomi- 
nations in our benevolent giving an, as 
you remarked editorially, were ‘pulling 
down the average for all of Protestantism,’ 
I felt quite sheepish about it and have had 
no little trouble in hunting up a satisfae- 
tory alibi. The other day, however, when 
my pastor called my attention to a statis- 
tical table in the ‘Federal Council Bull- 
tin,’ showing percentages of increase or de- 
crease in membership, and I saw that we 
rated lowest (with 0.6%), with the single 
exception of the Colored Methodists, I actu- 
ally felt stumped. Is there any good rea- 
son why we should rate so low in acces- 
sions? If we deserve to live, can we not 


(or the Church) that approaches Him in 
faith.’’ 

In evidence of the foregoing, be it ob- 
served that the Apostle Paul while in 
prison, with a thorn in his flesh, a chain 
on his wrist, and a Roman soldier by his 
side, was not ‘‘stumped,’’ but was stirred 
to write, ‘‘I can do all things in Him who 
strengtheneth me.’’ Accordingly, the motto 
that best becomes the mouth of the pioneer 
and the reformer cannot be ‘‘STUMPED,’’ 
but DESTUMP. I am, 

Yours Cordially, 
—E. Pluribus Unum. 


A CALL FOR UNION 


Dear Editor: No wonder your friend 
was ‘‘stumped’’ when he saw our inglori- 
ous position next to the bottom of the list 
of denominations. A gain in membership 
of a little more than one-half of one per 
cent is not even mildly intoxicating. But 
since none of our pastors and people are 
without ‘sin, let us not throw stones. 
Neither do we wish to add to our inferior- 
ity complex. 

We don’t want to excuse ourselves too 
lightly, but surely there may be extenuat- 
ing circumstances. No doubt our leaders 
and those whom they should lead are not 
as faithful as they might be, but I hardly 
think they are sinners above those of the 
other denominations. Are our methods 
wrong? Perhaps we are too quiet. I no- 
tice, however, that some red-hot. evangelis- 
tic Churches are keeping us close company, 
not having over one per cent gain, 

Our people have become a roving tribe. 
They don’t ‘‘stay put’’ any more. Un- 
fortunately in many cities to which they 
migrate, they can’t. find Reformed Churches, 
Many times they join other Churches, but 
our denomination loses them. Through 
union with other denominations we would 
check much of this loss. A denomination 
of less than a million members, rather 
evenly spread out over our country, is at 
a sad disadvantage, 

As a Church we never developed a nar- 
row denominational patriotism. With us 
it is not ‘‘Reformirte ueber Alles,’’ Re- 
formed or nothing. Consequently through 
intermarriage, personal friendship, prox- 
imity to other Churches, ete., we are 
usually the losers. Would we remedy this 
defect,—if it is a defect,—by changing 
our irenieal, tolerant, and liberal char- 
acter? I hardly think so. If we did, then 
we would be most untrue to the ideals of 
the Reformed Church. 

Yours very truly, 
—P. §. 


meet the fervent challenge of the Presi- 
dent of General Synod and get together 
now in a campaign of evangelism which 
will increase our numbers to 400,000 by 
the meeting of our General Synod? Is not 
our slow rate of growth a disgrace to us? 
If so, how shall we 1.ecover from this piti- 
ful slump??? 

The ‘‘Messenger’’ called for replies to 
this provocative letter from ‘‘readers with 
an optimistic outlook.’’ Here are some of 
the answers. You will find them interest- 
ing reading, whether you agree with them 
or not. We are thankful for interested 
readers who will speak out their convie- 
tions in reply to such a challenge. Such 
a forum of free opinion should help all 
lovers of our Church to a clearer appre- 
hension of the duty of the hour. 


OUR DENOMINATIONAL GROWTH 


The financial and membership statistics 
of our Church are ‘‘food for thought,’’ 
but not so palatable. However, our ac- 
complishments are against difficulties 
which figures do not reveal. It is to our 
credit that we have grown at all under 
our conditions, 

1. Our Church is largely rural. Our 
service to Christ is in many fields with 
declining populations and comparatively 
negative prosperity. This militates against 
great membership increases and Church 
wealth. 


2. Our Chureh is not only rural, but 


racially it is somewhat provincial. It is. 
no mere coincidence that we are shown in 
a statistical column as the ‘‘lowest... . 
with the single exception of the Colored 
Methodists.’’ The language question and 
other characteristic conditions due to our 
Church type have hindered us in the past; 
and they still exert a retarding influence 
on our growth. In particular, they alienate 
youthful followers,—a serious statistical 
loss, because it involves growing families. 

3. Our Church is educational. We justly 
take pride in this. However, it makes us 
lose a measure of popular appeal. This is 
a hindrance to membership growth. 

4. Our Church is a feeder for other de- 
nominations. Our congregations and e¢ol- 
leges develop more members and ministers 
which later find their way into other de- 
nominations than we receive from sister 
Churches, All three things stated above, 
as well as other things, contribute to this. 
Our size as a denomination is one of the 
other things. ‘‘From him that hath not, 
shall be taken away.’’ 

These statements do not cover all the 
gauses of our denominational backward- 
ness, but they explain much of it. These 
four comparative handicaps are inherent 
in the life of our denomination and ,are 
unavoidable. Our statistical poverty, as 
far as it is due to them, is not unworthy. 
It is honorable poverty. We need not be 
ashamed of it. —C. P. 


FAITH OVERCOMING FEAR 
My dear friend ‘‘Stumped?’:— 

In these days of glorious spiritual oppor- 
tunity ‘‘Stumped’’ souls are more numer- 
ous than necessary. Because of our habit- 
ual substitution of well w'shing for well 
doing—our promiscuous preoccupation—we 
have lost the sense of PRIVILEGE. 
Senator Robinson says war is ‘‘inevita- 
ble;’’ the wets say Prohibition is ‘‘unen- 
forceable.’’ Both reveal ‘‘stumped souls.’’ 
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Because nothing like it was ever attempt- 
ed, we are ‘‘stumped.’’ 

Material comfort, widely distributed, 
gives a nation an opportunity to purify or 
drug itself, Our mammonistic civilization 
seeps into the Chureh, crippling person- 
alities of pastor and people, while in our 
anxiety and fear we ery, ‘‘stumped.’’ Life 
ean either be consecration or desecration. 
We face the tragedy of unguided and un- 
dedicated personality. 

True, we love the Church, but do we love 
Christ? We love its educational institu- 
tions, but how often do we help one of 
God’s fallen children—with patient teach- 
ing, word and example—in the Way? We 
love the courage and fearlessness of our 
Editor, but do we display these same 
qualities in our daily lives? What of 
God’s spiritual orphans about us, who reed 
us to interpret to them His Truth, — 

Our smug complacency is tinged with 
grey, neither hot nor cold; and like Kip- 
ling’s character, ‘‘Not good enough for 
heaven, nor bad enough for hell, so 
back to earth to take on color to warrant 
a fixed eternal habit.’ 

Field Marshall Foch sent this letter to 
the ‘‘stumped’’ men at home: ‘‘My center 
is giving, my left wing is retreating; the 
situation is excellent; I AM ATTACK- 
TUN Gee 

WE ARE SONS OF GOD. Let us wake 
up, go to work and cease going through 
the motions. The Soul cannot rest in 
things beneath itself. Impression without 
expression is spiritual suicide. May we, 
as pastors and people, not say, ought I, 
but rather, MAY I. 

With great expectations, I am, 

Fraternally yours, 
—R. 


K. 


A ‘‘STUMP PULLER’’ 


In my opinion there are two reasons 
which largely account for the small ratio 
of increase of membership in the Reform- 
ed Chureh. First. The Reformed Church 
is very strong in Pennsylvania, but has 
comparatively few Churches in other terri- 
tory. Large numbers of young Reformed 
people moving from Pennsylvania to 
other places find no Reformed Church there 
or near enough and therefore connect. with 
Presbyterian or other Protestant denomi- 
nations, knowing that there is no material 
difference in belief or form of worship. 
Their children then continue to remain in 
that denomination. 

Second. New residents coming to towns 
or cities in which there are Reformed 
Churehes among others will often, all 
things being equal as to pastoral efficiency, 
choose to join a Church of another denomi- 
nation because not being of German de- 
scent they think the Church may hold 
some German trend of thought or form 
with which they are not familiar. It would 
be for that reason much more difficult, for 
instance to establish a successful Reformed 
Chureh in New England than it would be 
to establish a Congregationalist or Metho- 
dist or Baptist Church, excepting in dis, 
triets in which there were many Hungari- 
ans, Germans or Poles, brought up .in the 
Reformed Churches of Europe. 

Our Church, rightly too, demands more 
ceatechetical preparation than most of the 
other denominations which attract with 
sensational revivals, gathering in numbers 
of emotionally swayed people, only a per- 
centage remaining permanent members. 

Since there are different denominations 
it would be well if our people could be im- 
pressed with the value of denominational 
loyalty and the Chureh be made to hold 
them with a ‘‘family’’ feeling. Not with 
any ill will toward other denominations, 
but let this thought prevail: God has 
placed you in this branch of His service. 
Do not weaken by leaving this branch 
which needs you and with which you can 
best serve. The ‘‘Reformed Church Mes- 


senger,’’ the best of Church papers, should 
be in every home and would strengthen 
this friendly Church spirit of fellowship. 

As to Church contributions, the pub- 
lished statement showing per capita contri- 
butions of the denominations is mislead- 
ing. Two or three of the many multi-mil- 
lionaires in the Episcopalian Church, for 
example, are able and do contribute enough 
and never feel it, to make the per capita 
average of the membership of that denomi- 
nation very high, even if 75% of the mem- 
bers contributed not a cent. The Reform- 
ed Church has but few wealthy members 
and the rank and file of the Church have 
generally contributed as large, if not 
larger, percentage of their income prob- 
ably-than most of the other denominations. 

With our splendid seminaries, colleges 
and schools, our prosperous and well kept 
homes, asylums and missions the Reformed 
Church members have nothing to feel 
““stumped’’ about that I can see—rather 
let us keep steadfast in our successful work 
for the Kingdom and ‘‘swell with pride.’’ 

A DLN: 


A WOMAN’S VIEWPOINT 
My dear Dr. Leinbach: 


Here is a word of consolation for our 
friend who calls himself ‘‘Stumped.’’ I, 
too, am, obviously, ‘‘echt Reformirt,’’ and 
I acknowledge myself second to none in 
my love for the Chureh that bred my 
fathers and me. But when I read our sta- 
tistics of new membership, I must confess 
that I do not feel particularly ‘‘stump- 
ed’’—except, perhaps, in that almost for- 
gotten childhood sense, in which some- 
body stumped us to jump off the hen-house 
roof. 

It is axiomatic that if the Reformed 
Church is fit to live, she will survive, in 
spite of her temporary slump in power of 
attraction; and if she no longer has a 
reason for existence, she will—and should 
—<die. Personally, I am rather leery of 
““evangelistic campaigns.’’ Our Church has 
always deplored revivalistic methods, and 
the mob psychology of the saw-dust trail. 
Conversion is too personal a matter to be 
induced by mass emotion. 

Here, however, are a few of the things 
that I think we convinced Church members 
might profitably think upon: 1. The 
modernization of our systems of religious 
education. 2, The influence of Christian 
lives. 3. The open expression of our joy 
in religion. The outsider who invites a 
Church member automobiling on Sunday, 
and hears his wistful response of, ‘‘I 
really ought to go to Church,’’ is justified 
in self-congratulation on the fact that he 
has no such boring ties; whereas if the 
answer were, a sincere, ‘‘Oh, I wouldn’t 
want to miss Church,’’ he might possibly 
awaken to the fact that there is something 
in this Church business, after all. 4. Care- 
ful attention to our personal Church tasks, 
and the realization that each responsibil- 
ity we assume demands our best, and not 
the grudging labor of a few moment’s spare 
time. I have no sympathy with Church 
workers who leave the preparations for a 
Church gathering until the last weary 
moment of the night before, and then be- 
wail the faet that the affairs they manage 
are so poorly attended. A woman who was 
raised in the Reformed Church was con- 
firmed into another denomination and when 
asked why, confessed that her decision was 
based on her childhood disgust at the fact 
that in her Church the altar cloths were 
usually rumpled and often dirty. 

Let us beware lest our altar cloths are 
turning people away. 

Very sincerely yours, 
—E. K. 


AN ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEM 
My dear Dr. Leinbach: 
Fist. let me tell you that the offering 


of a prize has not spurred me on to write 
this letter. The only reason for this letter 
is because I felt exactly like the good 
brother—‘‘stumped’’—when I read the 
““Federal Council Bulletin.’?? We boast 
about the great freedom the Reformed 
Church offers, we ask no questions as to 
how any person was baptized, ete. The 
only question we are extremely concerned 
about is, do you accept Jesus Christ as 
your Lord and Saviour? With this in- 
clusiveness why should not the Reformed 
Church report the largest net gain? 

I well know that there are those who 
will say we have been a rural Chureh, and 
we kept the Ge:man language as the offi- 
cial language of our Church too long. These 
are a few of the many excuses, I say ex- 
cuses, because I am not willing to admit 
that they are the real reason for our lack 
in growth. 

The Reformed Church has some of the 
most wonderful qualities any Christian de- 
nomination may have; she has a message 
in her theology for the day; her inelusive- 
ness is true to the spirit of the age; she 
has a clergy that ranks with the best; yet 
‘fone thing she lacketh.’?’ Our Reformed 
Church needs a supervision with authority. 

The work of a Christian minister can 
be made the most difficult task in the 
world or it may be made the easiest task 
in the world. Mark Twain once said that 
if we think a thing long enough we can 
soon make ourselves believe that the thing 
is an actual fact. I fear that has been the 
trouble with many ministers, they have 
made themselves believe that the only 
thing required of them was to ‘‘hold the 
fort.’’ There is no use to endeavor to 
““eonquer new worlds, because there are 
no new worlds to conquer.’’ 

At the present time we are endeavoring 
to do certain things in our Chureh School. 
This is being done under the guidance of 
the Director of Leadership Training. 
Some time ago I asked this Director whe- 
ther he really felt we were getting any- 
where, whether we were an average or 
below the average School. I was amazed 
when he told me that we are above the 
average and very few pastors even bother 
about the work of their School. Think of 
it—not bothering about one of the most 
important phases of the work of the 
Church. 

-Our dear Dr. Bartholomew asks us to 
add approximately 44,000 new members 
until next General Synod meets in May. 
How many of our ministers because they 
have been thinking it actually believe that 
they cannot contribute their share to this 
number? Have they never thought of the 
startling figures a community survey 
would reveal to them? 

Many well meaning pastors become dis- 
couraged ‘because they feel they are not 
sufficient to their task. Why not enlist the 
laymen? Do not say they cannot be en- 
listed; they absolutely can. They can be 
organized into a permanent organization 
which will do splendid work in an all year 
program, 

One of the many things that appeals to 
me in the present plan of union with sister 
denominations is the provision made for 
real supervision in this new denomination. 
Dr. Bartholomew can merely suggest that 
we conduct an evangelistic campaign. If 
we had brotherly supervision, checking up 
on us, we would have far better results. 

Already, Mr. Editor, I have gone beyond 
the word limit. I feel the Reformed 
Chuch has every thing but the ‘‘puneh.’’ 
God hasten the day when she shall have 
that. 

Cordially yours, 
—A; 


THE LARGER VIEW 


Meticulous statistics give us a low place 
in both membership and benevolence 
increase in a list of twenty-six ¢om- 
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munions. No wonder a conscientious 
elder is ‘‘stumped.’?’ But do figures 
always tell the whole truth? And 
where is it recorded that Jesus fingered a 
eard index and was continually troubled 
about comparative statistics? — 

“‘T have come that they may have life 
and have it to the full,’’ He tells us. And 
in that life ‘‘to the full’’ our Chureh is 
not lacking. I am thinking of the homes 


that have sheltered me these last four 
years of ‘‘field working.’’ And of our 
missionaries. I think especially of the 


aged widow who shared with me her bed 
and her one fire. And when I praised her 
biscuits, she told me she earned her mis- 
sionary money baking them. Next morn- 
ing she left her washing and baking to 
show me the down town stores, and when 
I went away she gave me a towel. I still 
have it. And when comparative statistics 
and their ilk ‘‘stump’’? me, I go to the 
home of those who love China so much 
that the father went out alone, and the 
mother remained to edueate their 7 chil- 
dren. 

There are countless others—eultured 
youth who choose to live where morals are 
low and pastoral salaries long in coming; 
those whose parsonage is the only center 
for a pocket-in-the-mountains community; 
she, who, robbed and taken by bandits, 
gave half her salary for missions; and 
those in down town Churches, in obscure 
districts, in the open spaces where ten- 
mile journeys to Church by buckboard or 
bobsled are considered neither too long 
nor too tedious,—who ‘‘love one another 


heartily and steadily’’ (I Peter 1:22), and 
their Church. 

““Stumped?’’ 

And yet : —A. 8S. D. 


OUR LACK OF AGGRESSIVENESS 
AND SIN 


As a Church we are one denomination 
among many. By comparison with 26 lead- 
ing denominations we stand 22nd in 
benevolence and second to last in numeri- 
cal growth. This is grave reason to pause 
and take account of our stewardship. 

Is our way in Kingdom progress more 
difficult than that of others? Our mental 
ability more deficient? Our material re- 
sources more limited? Our vision less 
clear? Our diplomacy less tactful? Our 
Master less exacting? Or are we less ag- 
gressive than our sister denominations? 
What answer do we give to our rating in 
the Kingdom of God? 

The Reformed Church has always taken 
a just pride in educational religion and 
Christo-centric theology. We have blazed 
the way and others have followed until we 
are prone to sit in their shadow. 

If giving is the acid test of love we 
have the answer for our denominational 
rank. Love is the forerunner of service. 
It strips life of its cant and superfluities 
of vanity and inactivity. It animates, im- 
pels, sacrifices and endures. It creates a 
passion for souls, yearns for a benighted 
sin-ridden world, that Christ may heal 
them. 

We need heart culture as well as mind 
culture. We need knowledge and our need 
of more of it is urgent. But, our need of 
heart culture, of the inculcation of love, 
of the living mind and spirit of Christ, is 
very much more needed. 

Let us turn to Christ and ask Him why 
our benevolence is so low, and why our 
numerical growth does not show up better. 
He answers in the words to the rich young 
ruler, ‘‘ Yet lackest thou one thing.’’ More 
love for God will be the solution of the 
whole problem. It will animate our whole 
being with a hunger for truth, wisdom and 
power. It will inflame us with a passion 
for souls, so that the result will not be 
difficult to. guess. —Scribe. 


THERE IS HOPE 
Dear Dr. Leinbach: 

In answering the article ‘‘Stumped’’ 
in Jan, 24th issue. I assume that the figure 
0.6% is the actual net figure of our mem- 
bership inerease, after deducting losses by 
death, removals and erasures. If this is 
correct I can see no real reason for alarm, 
for the following reasons:— 

ist—Deaths cannot be helped. 

2nd—removals are sure to oceur and are 
our worst stumbling block, because of lack 
of Churches in many cities and towns. So 
many of our Reformed brethren are mov- 
ing into suburban sections of our large 


cities and even into other towns where 
there are no Reformed Churches whatso- 
ever. Therefore, these members are ab- 


sorbed by other denominations. While we 
regret to lose them from our own denomi- 
nation, the important thing to bear in 
mind is that they are still members of the 
Universal Church of Jesus Christ. After 
all, there is ONE Church, and the Refo:m- 
ed Church in the U.S. is only a small por- 
tion of it, so it should make our hearts 
glad that we are at least showing a small 
gain. The remedy lies in part, in more 
Churches over a wider area. Not until we 
have one great united Protestant Church 
do I believe any Church can figure exactly 
its membership gain. Then they will all 
go into the same ‘‘bin,’’ as it were. 

drd—Al]l persons lost by indifference need 
our daily prayers. I believe if the Church 
as a whole were to raise a continual peti- 
tion to Almgehty God for these souls, He 
would cause a reawakening in their hearts, 
and bring them back into the fold. Our 
Church is doing a great work in the up- 
building of the Kingdom, and God alone 
knows how many souls are going into other 
denominations through our efforts. Let 
us not become weary in well doing. Keep 
everlastingly at it and leave the results 
to God. This should be the motto of every 
real soul winner and Christian worker. 

May God continue to bless you in your 
efforts in behalf of ‘‘The Messenger,’’ and 
with kind regards, believe me, 

Sincerely yours, 
—W. Z. 


THE CART BEFORE THE HORSE 


A physician telling you what is wrong 
is not on that account a pessimist. To 
close your eyes and say, ‘‘All’s well,’’ is 
often regarded as optimism. Praise and 
flattery to hide ugly short-comings, or to 
bolster up morale, are deceptions. To look 
discouraging facts squarely in the face 
and to call for a cure is the beginning of 
reformation. 

The fact that we stand 22nd among 26 
leading denominations in benevolent giv- 
ing and the fact that we stand second low- 
est in membership increase are closely re- 
lated, the relation of cause and effect. The 
cause is the constant and persistent ham- 
mering for large contributions. We had 
been, and we are not free yet of that error, 
making the raising of money the supreme 
effort in reality and the ultimate goal in 
our denominational activities. Of course, 
that is denied and the fact covered with 
verbose pious talk of need; but the public, 
including the members of the Church, 
senses the truth and reacts. The people 
tire and drift away. 

Another eause for our small percentage 
of membership increase may be (is) the 
changed conception of Chureh function 
and purpose. The present tendency, the 
hidden leaven, is to make the local Church 
a centre of social activities instead of a 
House of Prayer and Worship. The basket- 
ball cage and the kitchen are apparently 
of more importance than the pulpit and 
the altar. Sports and sociables are em- 
ployed to win and entertain the young. 
Thus trained, they exepect to be enter- 
tained rather than to be spiritually edified 
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by the Chureh. The sermon must be of 
entertaining interest and the choir singing 
1?’ The Churches cater to this dl 

sire for amusement, as it may be called, 
With the hope of saving souls, and neglect 
the primary purpose and the God-ordained 


opportunity to develop the worship instinet 


‘*swel 


in the human soul. They compete with 
secular organizations to satisfy the play 
instinet—and fail. 

The Chureh is not following the ordei 


of Christ’s advice, ‘‘Seek ye first the King 
dom of God and His righteousness;’’? and 
does not seem to trust that ‘‘all 
things (inerease in membership and in 
benevolent giving) shall be added unto 
you.’’ Don’t put the cart before the horse, 
if you expect to make progress. 


—W. H. E: 


these 


WHAT’S THE MATTER WITH THE 
REFORMED CHURCH? 


With a foundation built upon the Word 
of God, a well managed and going institu- 
tion, there is nothing the matter with the 
Reformed Chureh. True, its gain of mem- 


bership is small. The largest Christian 
Chureh in our Jand has made but little 


more gain, even with a counter-irritant to 
help her. 

While the Great War was in progress, 
the writer, in conversation with an aged 
man, mentioned the great loss of lives anid 
property. The aged man said, ‘‘That is 
of little moment; in a short time those peo- 
ple would have gone the natural way. The 
material loss can soon be made up; the 
great loss will be in the spiritual and 
ethical set-back of our people.’’ 

The writer’s dreams had been of De- 
mocracy and the brotherhood of nations. 
The aged prophet did not live to see the 
awful price humanity paid to learn anew 
that ‘‘the way of the transgressor is 
hard.’?’?’ That the Church has not shown 
an even greater set-back is convincing evi 
dence of her virility. 

Again, a hindrance to a gain in member- 
ship is that the Church is asking too much. 
(She cannot ask less). But she will accept 
less. We have many people that give 
moral and financial support—would even 
fight for the Church—but are not willing 
(just yet) to live in and for the Church. 
We see a better condition coming by 
unity, rather than union of the different 
organizations. The Church is not intended 
to produce a standard product. Unity for 
the present will be more fruitful than 
union. The keeping of the membersh‘) 
of any Church is a measure of greatness. 
Jesus thought it worthy of commendation 
from the Father that He had kept those 
He had given Him with such small loss. 
So let us take courage. The orgy of mater- 
ialism will pass and the Church receive her 
due reward for being the stabilizing power 
of our civilization. —Elder D. 


TIME TO WAKE UP 


I was much interested in the article 
“¢Stumped,’’ in ‘‘Messenger’’ of Jan. 24. 
Being one of the fourth generation to be- 
long to one particular congregation of our 
denomination, I, too, love the Reformed 
Church. But for the past ten years it has 
been my privilege to do active inter-de- 
nominational Sunday School work, especi- 
ally among young people. 

Getting into close contact with the 
working principles and plans of other de- 
nominations, here are a few things I ob- 
served: Being one of the original Protest- 
ant denominations and conservative in our 
ideas and methods, we seem to think what 
was good enough for our parents and their 
parents, is good enough for us. ‘True, the 
principles of Christianity are the same 
yesterday, today and forever, but since it 
is necessary for us to know more than 
“*the three R’s’’ and since we are no more 
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satisfied to travel with ox-teams and stage program for them to be active, nor did it 
coaches, why not have some progressive train many for future leadership. This 
and energetic evangelism? brought about two outstanding results: 
Until the past few years we were very First, we have many vacant pulpits with all 
indifferent as to any definite activities too few young men entering the ministry. 
among our young people and even now our We also lack trained laymen and laywomen 
fine Young People’s Department has little to do their duty intelligently, which is 
appreciation and co-operation. Since young vital for a progressive Church. 
people are naturally active and full of the Second, we have no program to interest 
desire to do things, our Chureh offered no young people who were not born and 
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reared in the atmosphere of the Reformed 
Church. Does our Chureh pay its minis- 
ters and religious leaders enough to make 
it worthwhile for them to train for these 
various positions? Recently I went into 
one of our Chureh Schools and its back- 
ward program just made my heart ache. 
‘‘Let us be up and doing,’’ for ‘‘the har- 
vest truly is great,’’ for a bigger and bet- 
ter Reformed Church. —M. R. 


February 7, 1929: A Day to be Remembered 


(This statement, written for the “Evangelical Herald” (St. Louis) by its Editor, DR. J. H. HORSTMANN, 
is of equal interest to our readers, As he was the only editor on any of the Commissions, 
we are happy to pass on his account of a most important event) 


Readers of the ‘‘Evangelical Herald’? 
are aware (see ‘‘ Herald’’ of Aug. 30) that 
for some time preliminary negotiations 
looking toward closer relations and fellow- 
ship and possible organic union have been 
going on with representatives of several 
other Church bodies. Obviously it would 
have been premature to publish anything 
concerning these negotiations before it 
was definitely known which Church bodies 
were willing to go into the negotiations, or 
before the basis of union according to 
which the actual negotiations could be ear- 
ried on had been completed. On February 
7, 1929, the negotiations reached the point 
where complete and official information 
concerning them could be published, and 
we are taking the first opportunity of giv- 
ing this information to our readers. 

In response to widespread sentiment 
among our people favorable to a closer 
approach to kindred Church bodies the 
‘General Conference of 1925 authorized the 
appointment of a committee to carry on 
such negotiations. This committee was 
appointed early in 1928, with Dr. H. R. 
Niebuhr, of Eden Seminary, as chairman 
and Dr. F. Frankenfeld, Rev. Louis W. 
Goebel and the Editor as his associates. 
Later Mr. W. C. Hazelbeck, of Portsmouth, 
Ohio, Mr. J. C. Fischer, Evansville, Ind., 
and Mr. John W. Mueller, St. Louis, were 
added. At its first meeting on Feb. 15, 
1928, it was decided to make the first ap- 
proach to the Reformed Church in the 
United States, and in April an informal 
meeting was held at Eden Seminary with 
Dr. Geo. W. Richards, President of the 
Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church at Lancaster, Pa., who is the chair- 
man of the Commission appointed by that 
Church, to foster inter-Chureh relations. 

Gratified by the cordial response re- 
ceived from this quarter, the committee re- 
quested the privilege of meeting with the 
representatives of the Reformed Church in 
the United States for the purpose of con- 
sidering further negotiations. The com- 
mittee then learned that the representa- 
tives of the Reformed Church were just 
entering upon similar negotiations with 
representatives of the Church of the 


United Brethren in Christ, who had in 
turn received overtures of a similar char- 
aeter from representatives of the Evan- 
gelical Church. When the representatives 
of the Reformed Church and Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ met to prepare 
a plan of union, they unanimously agreed 
to invite as visitors to the next meeting 
three representatives of the Evangelical 
Synod and three from the Evangelical 
Church, so that these representatives might 
learn what plan of union they were work- 
ing upon. The visitors were not pledged 
to anything and were to determine for 
themselves whether or not they would be 
ready to join in working out a basis of 
union to be presented to each of the four 
Churches. 


The Committee (of the Evangelical 
Synod) gladly accepted this invitation and 
Drs. Niebuhr and Frankenfeld and Rey. 
Goebel met with representatives of the 
other three bodies at Harrisburg, Pa., May 
31, 1928, as a joint sub-committee to work 
out a tentative basis of union. On July 
27, 1928, a joint meeting of all the repre- 
sentatives of the four bodies met at Har- 
risburg to consider the report of the sub- 
committees on the basis of union. The 
committee unanimously agreed to accept 
the report of the sub-committee as a ten- 
tative basis for further negotiations and 
to make the plan of the sub-committee its 
own, At another joint meeting of the Com- 
sions Noy. 21, 1928, at Harrisburg, the 
representatives of the Evangelical Church 
withdrew from the negotiations. They 
were assured, however, that if at any time 
they might wish to re-open negotiations 
the door would always be open. 


In the meantime the tentative draft of 
the Basis of Union had been submitted to 
the district presidents, as leaders in their 
respective areas, for consideration and for 
confidential discussion with representative 
pastors as opportunity might offer. Mem- 
bers of the Commission also took advant- 
age of various opportunities to present the 
plan in an informal manner to different 
groups of Evangelical pastors in order to 
ascertain their views. 


At a joint meeting of all the representa- 
tives of the three Church bodies on Feb. 
7, 1929, at Dayton, Ohio, the final revision 
of the Basis for Union was completed and 
adopted without a dissenting vote, This 
Basis of Union will be published just as 
soon as sufficient copies can be printed. 
In the opinion of those who have worked 
out the plan of union and have worked it 
over repeatedly it not only safeguards 
all the essential contributions of each of 
the uniting bodies, but welds all of them 
together into a much stronger and more 
effective instrument for advancing the in- 
terests of the Kingdom of God than any 
of them has been heretofore. 


On the evening of that day the members 
of the three Commissions and a number 
of visitors and guests gathered at the 
Hotel Van Cleve for a fellowship dinner 
given by Dr. Wm. R. Funk, agent of the 
‘Otterbein Press.’’ 
ternal spirit prevailed and Bishop H. H. 
Fout, who presided, introduced Bishop A. 
R. Clippinger, resident Bishop of the 


Church of the United Brethren in 
Christ. Responses were given by 
Dr. George W. Richards, of the Re- 


formed Church, and Dr. H. R. Niebuhr, of 
the Evangelical Synod, which were follow- 
ed by brief remarks by a number of com- 
missioners and guests. The fine courtesy 
of Dr. Funk, and the gracious spirit mani- 
fested by the representatives of the Chureh 
of the United Brethren in Christ, which 
has its headquarters in Dayton, was 
thoroughly appreciated by all the visitors. 
It was generally agreed that this pleasant 
occasion was to be but the beginning of 
more fraternal fellowship and eloser rela- 
tions among the three bodies until com- 
plete organic union could be effected. 

Further information concerning all the 
features of the plan will appear just as 
soon as the material can be prepared and 
every opportunity for the fullest possible 
discussion will be provided. By the time 
the district conferences assemble all this 
material will have been made available so 
that definite action may be taken at each 
conference. 


The Church and Her Critics 


Has failed? Has the 
Church collapsed? These two questions 
have been echoed and re-echoed for the 
past 10 years. Critics within and without 
the Church have been expressing through 
magazine articles their belief in the utter 
breakdown of Christianity as an organiza- 
tion and as a spiritual force. 

In order to meet the needs of this trying 
hour historie Christianity must be muti- 
lated, and Jesus stripped of His Divinity. 
The Cross, save as a sorrowful spectacle, 
must be removed. Like the censored mov- 
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ing picture they will allow us ‘‘flashes’’ 
of the Cross, and ‘‘flashes’’ of Christ’s 
denunciation of sin. They are willing to 
emphasize the words of Christ that re- 
semble the teachings of Buddha and other 
Oriental mystics. Spiritually mutilated 
themselves, they demand a mutilated Gos- 
pel. 

The Church of Jesus Christ does not ob- 
jeet to criticism, Only in periods of spirit- 
ual depression has the Chureh sought to 
check eriticism of her shortcomings and 
failures. It has ever been the work of 


the Gospel of Jesus Christ to stimulate a 
divine discontent with things as they are. 
It is the only religion known among men 
that has refused to be satisfied with its 
social and moral environment. The facet 
that critics are stirred to object to present- 
day conditions, and to ¢all attention to, 
and decry the weakness of our western 
civilization is proof that the Church and 
Christianity have not failed. 

If the erities of the Church and Chris- 
tian civilization could be suddenly trans- 
ported into the interior of China where 
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the Gospel has not penetrated, or set down 
in the heart of Islam, and should lift up 
their voices in protest against the evil and 
injustice of those civilizations the lack of 
response would stagger their egotism. 
They would have no audience. Those who 
listened would tap their foreheads sig- 
nificantly and pass on. If the critics were 
clamant the authorities would handle 
them roughly. The pagan faiths have not 
developed criticism of the shortcomings 
of their social order from within. What- 
ever discontent is visible with social con- 
ditions among Orientals has been fostered 
by their contact with the religion of Jesus 
Christ. 

Christianity is the only religion that is 
jealous for the helpless and downtrodden; 
that seeks to remedy poverty and misery 
caused by wrong environment. It is the 
only faith that seeks to care for the physi- 
cally unfit and those broken in mind or 
body. It has stimulated Buddhists, Con- 
fucians, and Mohammedans to erect hos- 
pitals and orphanages. Neither institu- 
tion is indigenous to those faiths. When 


En Route to Bombay, Jan. 3, 1929. 
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Crowded were the four days spent in 
Egypt, especially for those making their 
first visit. Hitherto I have found 12 days 
inadequate for seeing the many places 
listed on the itinerary. Yet there were 
many of my companions who succeeded in 
covering in four days many points of in- 
terest in Cairo, together with the long rail- 
way journey to Luxor, Karnak, Thebes 
and the Tombs of the Kings. That, of 
course, meant rushing. My time was spent 
in leisurely pursuing my own course, apart 
from the groups who were officially con- 
ducted. Only a half a day could I spend 
at the Egyptian Museum, which contains 
the largest and most important collection 
of Egyptian antiquities in the world, and 
which would require more than a lifetime 
for thorough study. For a long time to 
come chief attention will be given to the 
vast collection of the furnishings from the 
tomb of Tut-ankh-amen, which I had the 
privilege of seeing in 1925. The regal 
equipment found in the tomb far exceeds 


in quantity and quality that of all pre- - 


vious and later kings. Its value is esti- 
mated at thirteen million dollars. It 
equals, if not surpasses, the art and artis- 
anry of Greece in her most advanced stage 
of civilization. These household furnish- 
ings had been hidden from the eyes of man 
for 3,300 years. Their royal splendor re- 
flects the glory of the Golden Age of 
Egypt, at the close of the eighteenth dy- 
nasty, when King Tut became the heir of 
its accumulated treasures. By means of 
misleading devices they escaped the hands 
of robbers. * * * * Of the young king but 
little is known. As applicable to him may 
be applied the tribute (?) paid to Prince 
Frederick in Thackeray’s History of the 
Four Georges: 


‘‘He was alive and now is dead; 
There is no more to be said.’’ * * * * 


Twice before had I visited the Azhar 
Mosque (there are 300 Mosques in Cairo), 
but failed to witness what came under my 
observation on the present occasion. The 
Mosque was founded in 970 A. D., and be- 
came a university in 988. It is the princi- 
pal university of the Moslem world. It 
has at present an enrollment of nearly 
10,000 students, drawn from various Mo- 
hammedan countries. Prior to the World 
War there were 15,000 students in attend- 
anee. Several hundred instructors are em- 
ployed. The curriculum includes the study 
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the need of Belgium cried aloud for relief, 
it was the heart of Christian nations that 
heard the ery and responded. Christian 
civilization has organized international 
charity to meet the needs of the hour re- 
gardless of creed or race of the sufferers. 

Ten years after the Armistice the war 
and its subsequent misery is laid at the 
door of the Christian Church. It is a major 
exhibit, proving in the minds of a certain 
group the final failure of organized Chris- 
tianity. They forget that man is a free 
agent. The Father sent the Son to eall 
men to love and peace. If rulers and sub- 
jects decide to let ambition and lust for 
power rule their actions rather than the 
principles of Jesus Christ, it is their fail- 
ure, not His. Like a ministering angel the 
Church has gone about the battle fields 
binding up the wounds caused by blood, 
lust and sin. Its ministrations revealed 
the Heart of the Father and are a stinging 
rebuke to those who teach that sin is 
merely a slip, a holdover heredity. The 
World War with all its tragedy did not 
prove Christ a failure. Rather, it is a 


Travel Notes 


BY DR. JOHN CALVIN BOWMAN 


of Arabic, with its complicated rules, 
rhetoric, logic, poetry, arithmetic and 
algebra. The professional studies include 
theology and jurisprudence, which is the 
interpretation of the mandates of Maho- 
met as found in the Koran, * * * * In the 
large main hall I saw several hundred 
students seated on the paved floor, in 
groups of from 40 to 50. They were taught 
by instructors who sat on a slightly ele- 
vated platform, There was a babel of con- 
fused voices. Some of the pupils seemed 
to be interested, at times asking a question. 
But the faces of the majority showed a 
lack of thoughtful attention. All study is 
by rote—memory. There is no possibility 
for freedom of thought on the part of the 
pupil. This shackling method of educa- 
tion (?) explains in part the powerful grip 
on the Mohammedan mind and the stolid 
adherence of the more than 200 millions 


CHINA 


If some one came to you for bread, 
Some child, perhaps, with arms 
flung wide— 
If some one frozen, almost dead, 
Dropped in a sudden swoon be- 
side 
Your home—if some one poorly clad 
Left bloody footprints in the snow, 
Would you give of the bit you had, 
Or would you bar your door, and 
go? 


If China were across the street, 
Instead of seven seas away, 

Would you give China food to eat, 
Or would you pass it by today? 


If Christ, with tender hands stretch- 
ed out, 
Should smile at you from Heaven 
above, 
Would you, by one small shred of 
doubt, 
Betray the splendor of His love? 


—Margaret E. Sangster. 


Contributions are being received 
for the relief of the 20,000,000 Chi- 
nese sufferers from famine by— 

James A. Thomas, Treasurer, 

National Headquarters, 

China Famine Relief, 

205 E. 42nd St., New York City. 
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standing indictment of those critics who 
would minimize sin and regard the Cross 
an act of misguided martyrdom. 

It is difficult for men with hobbies along 
social or religious lines to forgive the 
Chureh for refusing to be stampeded by 
their theories. The Church is not evan- 
escent. Her religion is not for our genera- 
tion alone. All eternity is hers. Her 
crities proclaim their belief in evolution, 
and then close their eyes to the moral, so- 
cial and spiritual evolution brought about 
by the Church during the past twenty cen- 
turies. 

An examination of the past of many of 
the critics of the Church reveals the fact 
that they indict organized religion because 
of some experience with it that hurt their 
pride. The criticism that is rampant to- 
day is not to the shame of the Church, but 
rather to her credit, It is her glory that 
she has so faithfully administered her trust 
that the social conscience of today is so 
quickened that men are impatient with 
anything less than social perfection. 

Philadelphia, 


of the Prophet’s followers. * * * * It is 
but half a day’s automobile trip from 
Cairo to 
Memphis 

This is the seat of the ancient Pharoahs. 
It is referred to several times in the Old 
Testament by the name of ‘‘Koph.’’ With- 
in recent years it has awakened unusual 
interest because of very important discov- 
eries. Here you see the Steps Pyramid, 
which is the oldest of the Egyptian Pyra- 
mids in historic times; built in the third 
dynasty, while those at Gizeh, close to 
Cairo, belong to the fourth. It has six 
steps, whose combined height is 196 feet. 
It is included in the Sakkara Necropolis— 
which is over four miles long—and one- 
fourth mile in breadth. The Necropolis 
contains a large number of monuments, 
chief of which are the Tombs of the 
Sacred Bulls. There are 13 galleries, each 
with an approximate length of 1,000 feet, 
all hewn out of solid rock. The sarco- 
phagus which enclosed the mummified bull 
weighs about 65 tons. All of the tombs 
but two have been pillaged. One of them 
is constructed of highly polished granite, 
ornamented with carved symbols. * * * * 
It is very difficult for us to think that the 
Apis should have such a prominent place 
in the religious thought of the early 
Egyptians, who are misjudged by imputing 
to them as their dominant thought—that 
of beastly lust. The principle of genera- 
tive and reproductive power appealed to 
them as the symbol of divine power, and 
therefore, to the mind, worthy of worship. 

New Year’s Eve in Cairo 

This is the climax of the social season 
in what has been called the ‘‘most fasci- 
nating city in the world.’’ As a guest at 
the Shepheard’s Hotel I saw the assembling 
of the 1,200 participants in the great fest. 
They were the elite of the city, including 
non-residents and members of the ‘‘round 
the world’’ cruise. The brilliant ilumi- 
nations, the music and dance, the co- 
mingling of gentlemen and ladies, the lat- 
ter habited in their best attire, presented 
a scene of gaiety in keeping with the pres- 
tige of ‘‘Shepheard’s’’? as the center of 
the social life of Cairo. Apart, I looked 
on till midnight. Many of my companions 
tarried until two, three, four A. 
M., 1929. Arising late, as many did, re- 
freshed by the young spirit of the New 
Year, all were ready by midday to start 
on the long journey to Bombay, the gate- 
way to India. 


(To be continued) 
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Social Principles of the Gospel 


Translated from the French by T. 


Nihil Obstat of 


bears the 


This volume 

Arthur J. Seanlon, S. T. D., Censor i:- 
brorum, and the Imprimatur of Patrick 
Cardinal Hayes, Archbishop, New York. 


None who know this reviewer will suspect 
that his reason in stating this fact is to 
engender an initial prejudice against it in 
the minds of Protestant readers. - Even 
though such a statement forms a mental 
hurdle in some minds, the joy of leaping 
over it and entering the rich fields beyond 
will more than repay the non-Catholic read- 
er. Incidentally it will help many Protest- 
ants to a truer perspective of Catlolie citi- 
zenship. There is a widespread belief in 
this country that a Catholic’s first allegi- 
ance is to the Pope and that he is there- 
fore not to be depended upon in a national 
crisis. This is a theoretical view reached 
not through any experience of Catholic 
culpability, but through a study of various 
pronunciamentos of various Popes and 
other official declarations of the Church. 
Those who have any such misgivings will 
be reassured if they read this book al- 
though its treatment of the subject is only 
incidental to the general theme and ob- 
viously not for purposes of propaganda. 
Many intelligent Protestants will be sur- 
prised to learn that there is so much lib- 
erty in the Church of Rome as is evident in 
the admissions of the author that the 
Church has often been immature in judg- 
ment, shortsighted in policy, or even defi- 
nitely wrong, as in the Inquisition. It 
should ease the mind of the fearful to find 
in a book written primarily for Catholie 
readers such a statement as the following: 
‘One must avoid the excess of a theoc- 
racy which would make a civil power a 
mere vassal of religious authority. The 
direct power of the Church is now rejected 
by all theologians.’’ A modern Presbyter- 
ian would rightly resent being told that the 


Text, Matt. 25:29. ‘‘For unto every one 
that hath shall be given, and he shall have 
abundance: but from him that hath not, 
even that which he hath shall be taken.’? 

This may seem like a hard saying, yet 
it presents a great truth. These are the 
words of Christ Himself, Who was the in- 
carnation of truth. He loved all men and 
gave unmistakable proof that He loved. 
He saw things clearly and he saw things 
whole. These words are a summary of the 
Parable of the Talents. Christ here gave 
expression to a law that obtains in the 
natural, as well as in the spiritual world. 
This statement constitutes one of the great 
inviolables of life, and indicates the peril 
of unreality. 

This Parable was spoken to Christians. 
Its truth appears clearest in the light of 
the circumstances in which it was spoken. 
Christ and His disciples were on Mt. Oli- 
vet, which overlooks the city of Jerusa- 
lem. Jesus had foretold the destruction 
of the Holy City. Why was Jerusalem 
destroyed? Simply because the people of 
Jerusalem neglected their supreme oppor- 
tunity. They turned their backs upon 
truth and lost what they had already had. 
Even today those who use their opportuni- 
ties find greater opportunities, while those 
who neglect or destroy theirs lose what 
they already have. The good readily he- 
come better, and the bad worse. 


by Alphonse Lugan 


Lawrason Riggs, with a preface by John A. Ryan D. D. 


York 
MAC CALLUM 


of Faith repre- 


New 
Reviewed by J. A. 


Westminster Confession 
sents his conception of God. Let us then 
be fair to our Catholic fellow Christians 
and in our efforts to interpret their ideas, 
whether of religion or politics, get our in- 
formation from such authoritative modern 
sources as this book, 

But I have travelled too far upon what 
is merely an incidental by-path. In his 
preface, Father Ryan, who is the leading 
exponent of the Social Gospel in the Ro 
man Church in this country, and a scholar 
of distinction, makes a startling claim for 
the Abbe Lugan’s monumental work, ‘‘ Les 
Grandes Sociales,’’ of which this book rep- 
resents the first two parts. He says: ‘‘Cer- 
tainly there is nothing in our language 
which begins to compare with this volume. 
Christ’s teaching on the dignity of man, 
on fraternity, on equality, on liberty, has 
nowhere been more accurately or sugges- 
tively explained.’’ 

On reading this declaration before read- 
ing the book, I thought it probably a pious 
opinion born of ecclesiastical loyalty and 
pride in the achievement of a friend. But 
as I went through chapter after chapter 
and felt the cumulative effect of the pro- 
found careaven and penetrative insight 
of the writer, a strong doubt arose in my 
mind as to whether Father Ryan has 
not much justification for his claim. 

To me one of the most remarkable fea- 
tures of the book is the fact that with a 
very few excisions, and these almost en- 
tirely of idioms, no Protestant reader 
would suspect that it was not the work of 
a Protestant author. But true scholarship 
bears no labels. With thorough-going sin- 
cerity and with no doctrinal axe to grind, 
Abbe Lugan has tried to interpret the mind 
of Christ on the basis of the gospel record 
of His sayings. This is not to say that he 
has always risen above opinion to objec- 


ELMER E. LEIPHART 


The truth of the Parable of the Talents 
constitutes a great warning. It teaches 
that we must diligently use our abilities 
and opportunities, if we would share the 
blessings of Christ’s Kingdom. In the 
Parable one was given five talents, another 
two, and another one; each according to 
his ability. Even today gifts differ. The 
person with piety naturally makes a spirit- 
ual guide, The person with wealth has 
great opportunity to be a philanthropist. 
The person of social position naturally 


DO YOU? 


I think, sometimes, the prayers our 
mothers prayed for us 
Are with us yet; 
I can’t believe they ever quite for- 
et. 
Do You? 


I think they said, ‘‘Oh God, when I 
have gone my way, 
Be near my own;’’ 
I believe God said, ‘‘I will,’’ in lov- 
ing tone. 
Don’t you? 


—Julia Graydon. 


. tation. 


The Macnullan Co., 


tive truth. That is obviously impossible; 
but he has been so successful that those 
who are familiar with the works of 


Rauschenbusch, Peabody, and Mathews, 
will still find it rich in suggestion and com- 
prehensive in knowledge. As we would 
naturally expect, the approach to the New 
Testament is uncritical, but in a study of 
the teachings of Jesus this is not a serious 
defect. 

The author is familiar with the works of 
the Protestant pioneers in his field. His 
pages abound in quotations from the writ- 
ers mentioned above and even so modest 
an author as the late Hugh Price Hughes is 
not overlooked. Nor are these quotations. 
usually for the purpose of criticism or refu- 
For the most part they are used 
to illustrate and confirm his own position. 
And when he has reason to disagree with 
a non-Catholic writer, his attitude of mind 
is so urbane that he rouses no hostile re- 
actions whatever. He admits that. Protest- 
ants have given more thought to the social 
study of the Gospel than Catholies, and in 
return, it is only fair to make the counter 
admission that his work will go far toward 
minimizing this difference, 

Protestant readers who are fam liar with 
the literature of the subject will find the 
book more illuminating for the sidelights 
T have mentioned than because of any 
fundamentally new contribution to the 
subject . Apart from minor details of treat- 
ment due to a different ecclesiastical out- 
look and inheritance, the point of view is 
very similar to ours, though it is only just 
to say that such a Protestant writer as. 
Shailer Mathews is more daring in his ap- 
plication of the principles he unfolds from 
the gospel story. Yet after every qualifi- 
cation has been made, this book will prove 
a valuable addition to the library of every 
true student of the purpose of Jesus. 


The Peril of Unreality 


makes a good leader. The person of pro- 
found thought may be a theologian. But 
faithfulness to trust is enjoined upon all. 
We must use our powers and talents for 
the profit of our souls and for the benefit 
of others. 

These servants were not rewarded ac- 
cording to their ability, but according to. 
their faithfulness. Those who were faith- 
ful received an equal reward. The one 
who was inactive finds fault. The lazy al- 
ways grumble. The defaulter was churlish,. 
and judged the Lord to be such as him- 
self, and esteemed Him a hard master. He 
did not believe in the Lord’s forgiving 
love, and as a consequence he had no part 
in the kingdom of righteousness. 

The peril of unreality is this, that it al- 
Ways means a loss. Mere appearance and 
pretenses are dangerous. Unfaithfulness 
brings a loss to self and to others, Muscles: 
grow strong by actual use. We are able 
to think straight and logically only as 
we use our minds. With the use of oppor- 
tunities, opportunities increase. As we ap- 
preciate beauty, our appreciation inereases. 
Unless an impression receives expression, 
it is likely to be lost. ‘‘He who knoweth 
to do good and doeth it not, to him it is 
sin,’’ not alone because some good remains 
undone, but he loses the power to do good. 
The indifference, which is the eurse of our 
modern life, is due largely to the faet that 
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knowledge has not been used and im- 
pulses have been denied. 


Peter was unreal as a disciple when he 


denied his Lord. He followed at a dis- 
tance, and swore to falsehood. Presently 
Peter experienced a great loss. He went 


out and wept bitterly. True, he had good 
sense and came back, but his pretense 
brought a loss to him and to his Saviour. 

Judas is a striking example of the peril 
of unreality. As a disciple he was selfish 
and disloyal. He was most untrue. He 
betrayed his Master with a kiss, the sym- 
bol of love. We know the sequel. A dis- 
graceful end, and it is written, ‘‘It had 
been better for him if he had not been 
born.’? 

Benedict Arnold, the traitor, was not a 
true countryman. He was disloyal to 
Washington and to the American cause. 
He would betray the cause of American 
liberty into the hands of the enemy. True, 
he escaped with his life, but can you 
imagine the loss and remorse to him during 
the twenty years of exile as he saw what 
was taking place on the American conti- 
nent. As death approached, he said, ‘‘ Bring 
me the sword and epaulet that Washing- 
ton gave me, and let me die in my old 
American uniform.’’ 

There is a word frequently used in the 
Bible that we do not hear very often any 
more. It is the word ‘‘woe.’’ It means 
grief, sorrow, and misery. It is interest- 
ing to study the woes of the Bible. Nearly 
all of these woes were pronounced because 


He turned deliberate to the wilderness. 
Elijah fasted and endured; and He 


Who must endure more than Elijah 
dreamed, 

Must know His strength before He faced 
His task. 


There was a sand-fraught wind that elaw- 
ed His face, 

And garish sunlight on red porphyry, 

The bitter, salty tang of that dead land, 

Had parched His lips, and on His limbs 
there lay 

The lassitude of that tremendous fast. 


Borne on the strong arm of that sandy 
wind, 

Prince Satan came, girt with his utmost 
power, 

Tlis usual weapons useless; here was one 

Who could defy his finest necromance. 

<¢And if Thou art,’’ his tone was sweet 
as song, 

But there was mocking laughter under- 
neath,— 

<¢And if Thou art, indeed, the Son of God, 

Bid Thou these stones be bread!”’ 


i 
And Jesus stood 


Amazed. His human strength was demon- 
strate, 

And must His godly not be shown as 
well?— 

But not for bread! He raised His weary 
eyes, 

<‘Man shall not live by bread alone,’’ He 
said, 

<*But by each word the Lord God speaks 
toy lms? 


of pretenses and unfaithfulness. The 
prophet Amos wrote, ‘‘Woe unto them that 
are at ease in Zion.’’ Zion indicated the 
spiritual brotherhood. Ease in regard to 
spiritual things is our great peril today. 
We are living in an age when many 
things in life are easy. We have many 
labor-saving devices to bless life, but we 
cannot wholly mechanize and ease our per- 
sonal relationships. If we would be use- 
ful we must sacrifice. There is no room 
for an inactive group in the Christian 
Church. Just as there can be no inactive 
group in an army at war, so there can be 
no inactive group in the army to overcome 
sin. Too many take the course of least 
resistance. The Lord’s Day is regarded 
by some as a day of rest when it ought to 
be a Holy Day. Remember the Sabbath 
Day to keep it holy is the crux of the 
fourth commandment. Just as we pre- 
pare for other business, so ought we to 
prepare for the business of social worship. 


It is estimated that the Protestant 
Churches in America lost a half million 
members per year, due to inactivity. 


Doubtless all of these were sincere in their 
purpose to follow Christ, but through in- 
activity they lose their good purpose, and 
bring a great loss to themselves and to 
others. 

Christ pronounced woe upon the Phari- 
sees because of their formalism. They ob- 
served the outward ritual, but neglected 
the weightier matters. It is easy to have 
the form of religion and neglect the con- 


The Temptation 


ELIZABETH CLARKE KIEFFER 


But Satan guessed His thought, the under- 
tone 

Of mockery still thrilled his glorious voice, 

‘*But if Thou art God’s Son, cast Thyself 
down, 

And ‘He shall give His angels charge of 
Thee, 

To bear Thee up, lest haply Thou shouldst 
dash 

Thy foot against a stone!’ ’’ and Jesus 
looked 

And saw a vast abyss that, bottomless, 

Yawned at His feet. He thought upon the 
road 

That He must walk with no more certainty 

Of His high birth than what was in His 
heart; 

He thought of men who clamored for a 
sign 

Which, chance, He could not give; and He 
looked down 


And felt the human longing for that 
leap;— 

Then sudden halted, and the wind grew 
still 

As He recalled the law, ‘‘Thou shalt not 
tempt 


The Lord thy God!’’ 


Satan must use the last 
Of his devisings, and he did it well; 
For, standing on a height, he waved his 
hand, 
And Jesus saw, unrolling east and west, 
The kingdoms of the earth,—rose-breath- 
ing Ind, 
And silken China, and the ocean folk, 
Bright Persia, Athens, and law-giving 
Rome, 


tent. A formal religion benefits no one; 
in fact it is a hindrance to Christian pro- 
gress. Only those who are true-hearted 
and whole-hearted can experience the joys 
and fruits of the Kingdom. 


We are living in perilous times. There 
is trouble and crime on every side. Those 
untoward conditions of life are due to 


shame, pretenses and unrealities in life. 
We are not living according to the truth 
that makes free. The trouble in the 
world is selfishness, and because of it we 
miss the best. 

It is written, ‘‘Woe unto them that de- 
vise iniquity.’? We think of the great 
divorcee evil. About one out of every 
seven marriages is dissolved in the di- 
voree courts. Think of the tragedies in- 
volved, and of the threat which it brings 
to our nation. There are about 12,000 
murders in our country per year. It is 
estimated that about 350,000 people in our 
country make their living by erime. All 
of this because of unreality, and can we 
imagine the individual and social loss in- 
volved. 

Christ gives this solemn warning in our 
text so that we might escape these tragic 
losses and be happy. He said, ‘‘Ye shall 
know the truth and-the truth shall make 
you free.’? How important this is; Christ 
said, ‘‘If your right hand offends you, eut 
it off; for it is better to go through life 
maimed than to miss the blessings of the 
Kingdom. If ye know these things, happy 
are ye if ye do them.’’ 


The templed Nile, and far away to north, 

A forest people, warlike, lad in skins; 

And Satan said, ‘‘ All these shall be Thine 
own, 

As they are mine, if Thou wilt worship 
me!?? 


Christ thought, ‘‘My message given from 
a throne 

That ruled the earth, would thrill to hu- 
man ears. 

How many more would listen to a King 

Than to a dying rebel on a eross!’’ 

And at what price? The task was tempt- 
ing too, 

For Satan hath a port of majesty, 

And a be-clouded face so darkly sweet, 

A man could love him, for no other gift 

Than his one kindly glance. To Jesus’ 
eyes 

He seemed to grow, and all the multitudes 

That had adored him from the dawn of 
time 

Stood at his side and clamored, ‘‘Kneel 
Thou down, 

Kneel down and worship!’’ 
answer came, 

And once again He drew Himself erect, 


Then the 


The Prince of Darkness eringed. With 
majesty 

More awful than his own, Lord Jesus 
spake, 

“*Get thee hence, Satan! It is written 
clear, 


‘Thou shalt adore the Lord thy God, ‘alone, 

And Him alone shalt serve!’ ’’? And with 
those words, 

God’s grave Son chose His way of life on 
earth. 


Changing Attitudes in Rural Religion 


REV. A. C. RENOLL, PH. D., Fredonia, Penna. 


The frequently discussed problem of the 
rural Church is very much a matter of ad- 
justment and adaptation to conditions as 
they exist. Until recently, for a quarter 
of 2 century no decided progress has been 


made by the country Church. During this 
period the lack of progress does not neces- 
sarily mean decline and _ retrogression. 
Twenty-five years ago the larger number of 
the people in America lived in the coun- 


try and nearly all the country people were 
Church-goers. Now the majority of the 
population is in towns and cities and the 
case for the rural Chureh is no longer eon- 
trolled by a matter-of-course condition. We 
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note two facts. First, the rural Church 
has been stationary; and, second, that ad- 
justment and progress are in evidence. 


While there was no active movement of 
people toward the urban centers the coun- 
try Churches continued in its naturally ad- 
vantageous position, paid meager salaries 
to inadequately trained pastors, worshipped 
in poorly equipped buildings and gave little 
heed to the better training of the children. 
But this one-time smugness has been rudely 
disturbed. The country man is in compe- 
tition with his city brother. The profes- 
sionalizing of agriculture demands very 
much the same culture, education, and 
ability found in other professions. Every- 
where the more aggressive country people 
are realizing this fact and are busily en- 
gaged in making the required personal and 
business adjustments. 


With new conditions prevailing in the 
rural community the far-visioned family 
desires education for their children ¢om- 
parable to the best in town, hence the dis- 
appearance of the one-roomed school, and 
the establishing of graded schools, four- 
year high schools and vocational schools. 
This was a simple necessity. The farmer 
must produce more, with far less help than 
formerly, hence the adoption of new ma- 
chinery and new methods of farming. He 
no longer consumes his own products to any 
extent, hence his products must be turned 
into money through the best markets ob- 
tainable. These, and many other develop- 
ments have already attained a high de- 
gree of efficiency. However, all agree that 
the finest increment of country life is not 
only material progress. There are satisfac- 
tions and benefits accruing from rural life 
which are spiritual in their character and 
source. The more intense and ever boaden- 
ing life of the farmer subjects him to the 
same moral strain and the temptations to 
be found anywhere. To maintain the 
beauty and goodness of country life, to pre- 
serve the best homes and home-life, to con- 
tinue to rear children of the well-known 
high rural standard, requires adequate re- 
ligion and religious education, wholly 
adapted to the rural needs of today. Here 
the new attitudes toward religion come 
into evidence; and some notable achieve- 
ments have been made. 


CHURCH 


Th reconstruction of the rural parish is 
of primary concern. The waste in compe- 
titive denominationalism is better under- 
stood and more soberly considered, with 
the result that it is found that a larger 
parish with a central Church and Church 
School plant ministers more effectively, 
at less cost, under better trained leaders, 
to larger numbers of interested people than 
has been the case with the divided 
Churches. There is a marked tendency to- 
day to discard the waste, the friction, the 
inefficiency hitherto evident, and to stress 
the heart of true Christian service by do- 
ing religious work on a community basis. 
The community Church, of a denomina- 
tional or interdenominational sort, is grow- 
ing in favor. The satisfaction and profit 
young people receive from interdenomina- 
tional work in religious education in hun- 
dreds of communities today is only one of 
many signs which point the way. The ex- 
pansion of the community, because of 
good roads and a larger community fellow- 
ship in other activities, has left many a 
country Church with a small membership 
and a discouraged lookout. The same is 
true of many Sunday Schools. The leaders 
of the local Churches, and in many in- 
stances even the pastors, have been ab- 
sorbed by the town communities so that 
the situation is trying indeed. The larger 
community work offers the way out. 

The desire for improvement is further 
shown by the demand for better trained 
pastors and leaders. Rural Churches ap- 
preciate good preaching and good leader- 
ship. Nearly every resident has at times 
the opportunity to worship with the larger 
and better organized Churches, and a de- 
sire for that type of Church worship and 
Sunday School work is being cultivated. 
The attendance of many youths and adults 
at the various conventions, conferences, 
camps, ete., also makes an acquaintance 
with aggressive religious work possible. 
The radio still further stimulates the de- 
mand for effective pulpit work and good 
leadership. In this respect it may be said 
that the rural Church people know what 
they want, but they also realize that up to 
this time there has not been sufficient har- 
mony and co-operation to attain fully their 
desires. This much has been done, pastors’ 
salaries have been increased and better 
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homes are being provided for them. Con- 
gregations are glad to have their pastors 
secure advanced education and is not a 
few instances are willing to share the ex- 
pense of such training. Just as farmers 
and country people generally feel the ad- 
vantage and distinction of living in the 
country, to that extent will they regard the 
minister’s place among them as one of im- 
portance and honor, and will strive to 
make his work as beneficial as possible. 


Where a strategic rural community, in 
the larger sense, has gone far enough to 
build a new Church, there we find a build- 
ing different from the older type of 
Churches, with the better worshipful ideas 
expressed in the achitecture and equip- 
ment. The addition of a Chureh School 
building with departmental and class rooms 
well suited and furnished for their pur- 
pose, again demonstrate the change that is 
taking place in the religious viewpoint. 
Some of these rural Churches would be a 
credit to any town or city. Their complete- 
ness, with many modern conveniences, is 
most desirable and attractive. In these 
Churches may be found facilities to care 
for the young people’s activities and the 
social life of the community. Not a few 
have libraries and means to stimulate read- 
ing. Rural religious education, through a 
community council, has passed the experi- 
mental stage, and has refuted the supposi- 
tion that leadership training can only be 
done in some distant town. In a general 
way, the rural Church can have for its 
profit and satisfaction everything that the 
town Church has, with some things added 
that the town Church may covet. 


The co-operation of the rural Church with 
a large number of rural and agricultural 
organizations still further shows the ex- 
tent to which the rural Church realizes its 
place and importance. To be a factor in 
community leadership is a far ery from 
the prediction that the rural Crurch is ir- 
retrievably decadent. There has been an 
awakening. In the country, as everywhere, 
the vaule of religion has been realized. The 
adjustments that are taking place are most 
heartening. Ministers and Church judica- 
tories have a new responsibility, and from 
our present day point of view, in a rather 
neglected part of the Kingdom of God. 
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SO LET OUR LIVES AND LIPS EX- 
PRESS 


Memory Hymn for March 


So let our lives and lips express 
The holy gospel we profess; 

So let our works and virtues shine, 
To prove the doctrine all divine. 


Thus shall we best proclaim abroad 
The honors of our Saviour God; 
When His salvation reigns within, 
And grace subdues the power of sin. 


Our flesh and sense must be denied, 
Passion and envy, lust and pride; 

While justice, temperance, truth and love 
Our inward piety approve. 


Religion bears our spirits up, 

While we expect that blessed hope, 
The bright appearance of the Lord; 

And faith stands leaning on His Word. 


—Isaac Watts, 1709. 
—John R. Sweney. 


NOTICE 


Those in Washington for the Inaugural 
Ceremonies are invited to attend the Sun- 
day School at 9.40 A. M. and the services 
at 11 A. M. and 8 P. M., at Grace Reform- 
ed Church, 15th and O Streets, Northwest, 
on Sunday, March 3, The historic heraldry 
and denominational symbolism embodied 
in the architecture will be of interest to 
visitors, as will the Roosevelt mementos. 
A cordial weleome will be given to all. 

W. E. Hoffheins, 


General Superintendent of Sunday School. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev Elmer E. Leiphart from 7306 Ogontz 
Ave., to 7253 Ogontz Ave., Phila., Pa. 


A Buffalo pastor writes: ‘‘ Your Church 
School problem shop has bad some very 
helpful things in it.’’ 


The receipts for Home Mission Day to 
February have been $7,172.09. This spe- 


cial offering is used for our Hungarian 
work, If any congregations or Sunday 
Schools have not forwarded their special 
offering to Treasurer J. S. Wise, an early 
remittance will be appreciated. Thanks 
to all who have contributed. 


The Reformed Churches of Harrisburg 
and vicinity have arranged mid-week Len- 
ten services with a general interchange of 
pulpits. All the services are held Wednes- 
day evenings, and the folowing are co- 
operating: Revs. S. C. Hoover, F. W. 
Teske, David Dunn, James H. Dorman, F. 
M. E. Grove, C. W. Levan, D. D., ©. BR, 
Hartman, A. J. Miller, U. O. H. Kersch- 
ner, and Walter R. Hartzell. 


The ministers of Allegheny Classis of 
Pittsburgh Synod, met in St. Peter’s 
Church, Zelienople, Pa., Dr. J. H. String, 
pastor, on Monday evening, Feb. 11, and 
Tuesday morning, the 12th, for the annual 
Pre-Lenten retreat. The sessions were held 
in the Church and meals were served at 
the Kaufman Hotel, where those from a 
distance were entertained. 
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The Passion Week Number of the ‘‘ Mes- 
senger’’ will appear Mar. 14, and the Eas- 
ter Number Mar. 21. 

Dr, Charles E. Schaeffer, of Phila., was 
the preacher at the series of special Gospel 
meetings, Feb. 10-17, in Trinity Church, 
Canton, O., Dr. H. Nevin Kerst, pastor. 
From a reliable source the ‘‘Messenger’’ 
receives this report: ‘‘Fine audiences, good 
music, great preaching.’’ 

Rey. J. W. Yeisley, of the Buffalo Valley 
Charge, Pa., has been elected pastor by 


Salem Chureh, Altoona, Pa. It is not 
known whether he will accept the call. It 
is a mission Chureh and the Board has 


joined in Salem’s request asking him to 
accept. 

Wooster Ave, Church, Akron, O., Rev. E. 
E. Zechiel, pastor, will observe Chureh 
Visitation Day on Feb. 24. Rev. Mr. 
Zechiel was the speaker at the Father and 
Son Banquet in Massillon, O., Rey. E. E. 
Engle pastor. 

In St. Peter’s Church, Zelienople, Pa., 
Dr. J. H. String, pastor, the Willing 
Workers Class recently gave $375 for the 
improvements of the Church. A Father 
and Son Banquet was held Feb. 15. Rev. 
Dr. Howard H. Long, of Evans City, Pa., 
was the preacher at the mid-week Lenten 
service on Feb. 13. 

The Rev. John N. LeVan, for the past 
7 years the successful pastor of First 
Church, Easton, Pa., was on Feb. 13 chosen 
to the pastorate of Salem Church, Harris- 
burg, Pa., to succeed the late Dr. Ellis N. 
Kremer, who died in Florida just one year 
ago. 

‘““Meet the World in the Heart of Amer- 
ica,’’ is the slogan for the great Interna- 
tional Christian Endeavor Convention. to 
be held in Kansas City, July 3-8, 1929. 
Registrations at $2 can be secured from 
E. P. Gates, Gen. Sec., at 41 Mt. Vernon 
St., Boston, Mass. 


An artistic ‘‘Lenten Call’’ has been is- 
sued by the First Church, Los Angeles, Cal., 
Rev. Edward F. Evemeyer, minister, Ser- 
mon series of peculiar interest are an- 
nounced. On Sunday evenings the pastor 
will give a special series on ‘‘The Prodigal 
Son.’’ Confirmation to be held on Palm 
Sunday and Communion on Easter. 


The very attractive Lenten Calendar of 
St. John’s Church, Bedford, Pa., Rev. J. 
Albert Eyler, pastor, contains the subjects 
of the Sundays and Wednesday evenings 
during Lent, as well as of Holy Week and 
Easter. The last page contains a pastoral 
letter. 


In First Church, Canton, O., Rev. Dr. R. 
W. Blemker, pastor, the sermon was 
preached on Feb. 17 by Dr. Daniel Burg- 
halter. In the evening Dr. Burghalter 
gave an illustrated lecture. The Father 
and Son Banquet will be held Feb. 22. 
The financial secretary reports receipts for 
January, $1,427.45. 


Rev. Paul D. Yoder, pastor of the Jeffer- 
son Charge, Codorus, Pa., has again been 
asked to teach in the Community School 
of Religion in the York Collegiate Insti- 
tute, for the second semester. He will 
teach a class in the Training of Devotional 
Life. 


Rev. John A. Yount, pastor of Calvary 
Chureh, Turtle Creek, Pa., observed the 
first anniversary of his present pastorate, 
recently. A confirmation class has been 
‘organized, The Week of Prayer services 
were spiritually helpful to all who attend- 
ed. 


In the Amity Church, Meyersdale, Pa., 
Rev. B. Allen Black, pastor, the general 
subject for the Wednesday evening ser- 
vices during Lent, is ‘‘ Portraits of Jesus.’’ 
Holy Communion will be observed on Holy 
Thursday. Confirmation service will be 
held Palm Sunday, and Holy Communion 
celebrated on Easter. ‘‘The Thorn- 
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Crowned King,’’ a eantata, will be rend- 
ered by the choir on Easter Day. 

In Corinth Church, Hickory, N. C., Dr. 
Geo. Longaker, pastor, a series of special 
evangelistic services has been arranged for 
the week beginning Mar. 8, with Dr. Paul 
S. Leinbach, of Phila., as guest speaker. 
The Vesper services in Corinth Chureh are 
now held Sundays at 5 P. M. On Feb. 10 
the pastor was assisted by Prof. J. A. Dill- 
ard and his colored Glee Club of 30 voices, 
in familiar spirituals. 


After attending the final meeting on 
Feb. 7th of the three Commissions on 
closer Church Union of our Chureh with 


the United Brethren and Evangelical Syn- 
od of North America, at Dayton, Ohio, 
Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew spent two hours 
with the faculty and students of Central 
Theological Seminary. He reports the 
hour with the seniors was a most happy 
one. There was a special interest mani- 
fested in regard to the situation in China. 

Mid-winter Communion was observed 
Jan. 20 in St. Mark’s Church, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., Rev. J. Grant Walter, pastor. Special 
Lenten services are being held each Wed- 
nesday evening, The January meeting of 
the Men’s Club, in charge of Mr. Edwin 
Johnson, was a great success. Exceptional 
music was furnished by Mr. F. W. Schultz 
and his quartet, an address was made by 
Mr. Reichold, and a movie of historie 
Philadelphia was shown. 

Rev. Howard L. Wink, one of the 1928 
graduates of the Gettysburg Lutheran 
Seminary, was ordained and installed by 
Revs. 8. I. Ditzler and J. W. Yeisley in 
our Chureh at Montgomery, Pa., as pastor 
of the Susquehanna Charge of West Sus- 
quehanna Classis. Rey. Mr. Yeisley de- 
livered the charge to the pastor and Rev. 
Mr. Ditzler to the people. A large gather- 
ing of members and friends were present 
at the service. 

In Christ Church, Altoona, Pa., the pas- 
tor, Rev. Charles D. Rockel, has arranged 
a very attractive series of sermons on the 
general theme, ‘‘The Christ We Follow,’’ 
which will be given on Sunday mornings 
and evenings, and Wednesday evenings 
during Lent. Noon-day Lenten services 
are also held each Wednesday, from 12.10 
to 12.40. Messrs. W. R. Paul and G. C. 
Stultz were installed as elders, and John 
Ream, Willard Ream, F. C. Wright and 
S. 8S. Claycomb, as deacons, 

The helpful ‘‘Lenten Call’’ of St. Ste- 
phen’s Church, Perkasie, Pa., Rev. Howard 
Obold, pastor, contains a prayer and Bible 
reading for each day of Lent, and the 
list of Lenten services. The general 
theme of the Lenten Sunday services is 
““Cross Bearers.’’? Dr. A. R. Bartholomew 
preached the sermon on Wednesday even- 
ing, Feb. 13. A Dawn Service will be held 
on Easter morning. Holy Communion will 
be celebrated at the morning and evening 
Services. 


In First Chureh, East Mauch Chunk, 
Rey. D. F. Singley, pastor, the regular S. 
S. service on Foreign Mission Day was in 
charge of Miss Arabella Terry, of the G. 
M.G. During the program, C. A. Apple, a 
member of the School, was surprised by 
having the children of the Primary Dept. 
come into the main room ¢arrying a birth- 
day cake with lighted candles and singing 
the song, ‘‘Mr. Apple is 68 years old to- 
day.’’ Mr. Apple has spent 34 years of 
his life in Mauch Chunk, 


Rev. J. W. Yeisley, of Millmont, Pa., 
spent the first 2 weeks of February with 
the people of St. Paul’s Church, Edinburg, 
Va., Rev. J. P. Harner, pastor. Mr. Yeis- 
ley preached every evening to large audi- 
ences. During the last week he preached 
to the Masons on Monday evening and to 
the Odd Fellows on Wednesday evening, 
both organizations attending the services 
in a body. Rev. Mr. Yeisley, as an evan- 
gelistic preacher, has had much experience 


THE RUFUS W. AND KATHE- 
RINE McCAULEY MILLER 
MEMORIAL FUND PRIZE 
ESSAY CONTEST 


Subject: ‘‘How Can a Local Church 
Help in Developing a Christian 
Family Life?’’ 

Length: Not over 3,000 words. 


Time: All essays must be received 
by Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Publication 
and Sunday School Board, by 
Children’s Day, June 9, 1929. 


Eligible: Any minister or member 
of the Reformed Church in the 
United States. 


Instructions: (1) Sign essay with an 
assumed name, giving correct 
name and address on a separate 
sheet, 

(2) Use one side of the paper 
only. 

(3) Manuscripts, as far as pos- 
sible, should be typewritten. 
(4) Writers are asked to remem- 
ber that plans which have actu- 
ally proved fruitful are of more 
value than theories which have 
not been tried. 

Prizes: First Prize—$100. 

Second Prize—$50. 


and is in demand beyond his ability to 
comply. 

The United Church of St. Luke and St. 
John, Baltimore, Md., Rev. Melville H. 
Way, pastor, is observing Lent with spe- 
cial services on Sunday and Wednesday 
evenings. Confirmation will be made on 
Palm Sunday. Holy Communion service 
will be held Holy Thursday. The choir 
will have a large part in the service on 
Palm Sunday. The Sunday morning 
themes during Lent will be on the Apos- 
tles’ Creed. The Wednesday evening gen- 
eral theme is ‘‘The Crucifiers.’’ 


In Zion Church, Greenville, Pa., Rev. 
Paul J. Dundore, pastor, the pulpit was 
filled on Feb. 10 by Rev. Dr. A. B. Bau- 
man, a former pastor. The theme of the 
Lenten Wednesday evening services is 
‘oThe Apostle Peter.’’ There will be con- 
firmation on Palm Sunday, infant baptism 
on Holy Thursday evening, reception of 
members on Good Friday evening, and 
Holy Communion at both services on Kas- 
ter Day. The Sunday evening sermons are 
being preached on the ‘‘Life of Joseph,’’ 
with special adaptation to youth. 

In Calvary Church, Phila., Pa., Rev. Dr. 
Frank H. Fisher, pastor, special Lenten 
services are being held each Thursday 
evening, at which sermons are being de- 
livered by: Revs. C. H. Ranck, A. G. 
Peters, Maurice Samson, D. D., Aaron R. 
Tosh, and George W. Waidner. On Mareh 
17 the choir will render the cantata, ‘‘The 
Conversion of St. Paul.’’? Confirmation, 
baptism and reception of new members on 
Palm Sunday. Holy Communion will be 
observed Easter Day. 

Rev. I. George Nace and’ family, with 
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. A. M. Keifer, sailed 
last Saturday from New York, via the 
Panama Canal, for Los Angeles, and Yoko- 
homa. Missionary Nace returns to Japan, 
where he will receive a warm welcome, and 
Dr. and Mrs. Keifer will visit his brother 
in California. The Secretary of the Board 
of Foreign Missions called on them in New 
York before they went on board the 8. S. 
California. The many friends of the Naces 
and Keifers will wish them a bon voyage. 

Mrs. Helen Leidich Walker, beloved 
wife of Elbridge Walker, passed away in 
her home at Reading, Pa., on Feb. 9. This 
noble Christian woman, for years active 
and efficient in the work of First Church, 
Easton, was more reeently a faithful mem- 
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ber of St. James Church, Allentown. and 
Second Chu_ch, Reading. The funeral was 
held in Easton, her native ety, on Feb, 13, 
She is survived hy her husband and one 


son, Elbridge Walker, Jr. 
fully remember the sweet and gentle min- 
beautiful and unselfish life. 
Chorus of Grace Chuch, Al- 
Rey. Ralph 8, Weiler, pastor, 
and 


Many will grate- 


istries of her 
The Male 
lentown, Pa., 


Was organized about two years ago 

the men have rendered a fine service to 
their congregation. We are glad to have 
you look them over on our cover page in 


this issue. In addition to singing in Grace 
Church, they occasionally give concerts in 
places. The organization is spon- 
the Brotherhood of Andrew and 
Philip. Practically every member of the 
Male Chorus is Brotherhood man, 
The able organist and choirmaster of Grace 
Church, Mr. Edward Kunow, is the Diree- 
tor of the Chorus. 

In St. John’s Church, 
Rev. David Dunn, 


other 
sored by 


also a 


Flarrisburg, Pa., 
pastor, Messrs. FG. 
Mock, H. W. Keitel and J. E. Witmer 
were elected elders; and C. K. Wolfe, C. 
G. Fiekes, R. W. Ammerman, J. W. Hamil- 
ton, J. H. Beitzel, F. D. Shimer and A. F, 
Herrmann deacons. Mrs. Mary Smith Kline, 
organist several years ago, has again be- 
come the regular organist. Eleven of the 
men attended the Consistorial Supper at 
Fourth Church on Jan, 22 and heard short 
addresses by Drs. C, E. Schaeffer, W. F. 
DeLong and J. M. Mullan. Dr. J. G. 
Rupp filled the pulpit on Jan. 20. 

Rev. A. L. Scherry, pastor of Christ 
Church, Orrville, O., is preaching on the 
theme, ‘‘The Five Trials of Jesus,’’ at 
the Sunday morning services during Lent. 
The general theme of the Holy Week ser- 
vices, held each evening, will he ‘‘The Six 
Miracles of Calvary.’’ A Sunrise Meeting 
will be held Easter Day in charge of the 
C. E. Society, Holy Communion will be ob- 
served at the morning service, and the 
Haster Musical will be given in the even- 
ing. During April the pastor will speak 
on Stewardship themes at the Sunday 
morning services. The annual congrega- 
tional meeting will be held April 28. 

At the semi-annual meeting of the Wo- 
men’s Union of Reformed Churches, Balti- 
more, Md., at which Mrs. John L. Barn- 
hart, the retiring president, so graciously 
presided, Mrs. A. 8. Weber read a fine re- 
port on ‘*The Cause and Cure of War.’’ 
Miss Jessie Snow, Secretary of the 
League of Nations, non-partisan associa- 
tion, made a most interesting address on 
‘““Achievements for World Peace.’’ Offi- 
cers elected for the ensuing two years are: 
President, Miss Katherine Zies; Vice- 
President, Mrs. A. S. Weber; Secretary, 
Mrs. Laura Wehrbane; Treasurer, Miss 
Anna Michel. 

The funeral services of Mrs. Susan Kem- 
merer, wife of Elder George Kemmerer, 
deceased, were conducted in St. Paul’s 
Church, Imogene, Iowa, by Dr. John C. 
Horning, on Feb. 11. Born in Westmore- 
land Co., Pa., over 82 years ago, she mi- 
grated with her parents to Jackson Co. 
(Zwingle), Iowa, in the sixties. and then 
with her husband and family to Freemont 
Co., 54 years ago. In this open country 
these sturdy pioneers established through 
sacrifice, home, schools and the Reformed 


Church, basal institutions of the West. 
Ten children, 52 grandchildren, and 46 


great-grandchildren are enriched by such 
a heritage, 


In Trinity Church, Tulpehoeken, near 
Myerstown, Pa., Rev. Morgan A. Peters, 
pastor, on Feb. 2 special memorial services 
were held in memory of the persons at 
whose funerals Rey. Mr. Peters officiated 
during the past 4 years and 3 months. At 
the same time a number of memorial doors 
and book-markers were specially set aside. 
The doors were gifts of children in mem- 
ory of parents departed. They are e¢lear 


polished plate, beveled in copper, and add 
greatly to the general appearance of this 
historic stone edifice which was erected 75 
years ago under the ministry of the late 
Dr. Thomas H. Leinbach. The book-mark- 
ers are the gifts from one of the 8. 8. 
classes. 

St. Paul’s Church, Fort Washington, 
Pa., Rev. R. L. Holland, pastor, has paid 
its Apportionment in full for the current 
year. Along with this, substantial amounts 
for other causes have been paid out as fol- 
lows: To Bethany Orphans’? Home (Xmas 
offering )—$113; to the Berger Home 
$155; to Foreingn Missions (8. 8. Offering 
on Foreign Mission Day, Feb. 10th)—#$96. 
The minister is now preaching a series of 
4 sermons on the Protestant Reformation— 
“Luther the Dynamo;’’? ‘‘Melanchthon 
the Scholar;’’ ‘‘Zwingli the MRadical;’’ 
and ‘‘Calvin the Systematizer.’? Feb. 10 
marked the first issue of an attractive 
weekly calendar, which is now published 
in the interests of the parish. It is es- 
pecially designed to serve the suburban 
character of this historic congregation. 

Mrs. Lillie H. M. Lake, the widow of 
Rev. O. E. Lake, died recently, at the age 
of 72 years. Rev. Mr. Lake died when he 
was serving a pastorate in Holton, Kan., 
and for some years Mrs. Lake made her 
home in Holton, when she moved to Okla- 
homa. Although not strong for the past 
10 years, her death, at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. Mary Lake Ross, of Den- 
ver, Colo., was unexpected. She is also 
survived by a second daughter, Mrs. Will- 
ette Preston, of Washington, D. C., and one 
step-daughter, Mrs. H. E. Burton, of 
Mound City, Kan. Funeral services were 
conducted by Rev. W. J. Becker, at Hol- 
ton, Kan. Burial was made in the Holton 
cemetery. 

Solomon’s Chureh, Macungie, Pa., Rev. 
L. George Beers, pastor, has issued a very 
helpful and artistic Lenten pamphlet con- 
taining prayers and daily Bible readings. 
At the mid-week Lenten services, sermons 
are being preached by Revs. H. S. Fox, D. 
HE. Schaeffer, W. D. Mathias, Ralph. S. 
Weiler and E, Wilbur Kriebel. Confirma- 
tion and reception of new members on 
Palm Sunday. During Passion Week spe- 
cial services will be held each evening 
with the exception of Friday and Satur- 
day. Holy Communion will be administered 
on Good Friday, between 12 noon and 3 P. 
M. A sunrise service will be held Easter 
morning, and Holy Communion will be ad- 
ministered at 6 A. M. and 10 A. M., and to 
the sick and infirm in the afternoon. 

In the Martinsburg, Pa., Charge, Rev. 
Victor Steinberg, pastor, the Wednesday 
evening Lenten sermons at St. John’s are 
being preached by Revs. J. Campbell, Fred 
Eyster, and the pastor. Rev. O. Sensenig 
is preaching Feb. 21 in Salem Church, and 
Rey. J. Albertson will preach on Mar. 7. 
Two new’ weekly subseribers to ‘‘The Re- 
formed Church Messenger’? bring the num- 
ber of subscribers to 42. The stories in 
‘The Messenger’’ are read regularly in 
one of the classrooms by the third grade 
teacher. A very unique program was held 
recently in St. John’s when the young peo- 
ple sponsored a ‘‘ Winter Pienie,’’ which 
was greatly enjoyed. 


The Dramamount Association is honor- 
ing Professor T. Carl Whitmer, of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., by publishing the ‘‘Syrian 
Ballet’? (for orchestra), which is part of 
his ‘‘Mary Magdalene.’?’ Mr. Whitmer’s 
Choral Rhapsody for solo voices, chorus 
and orchestra, published by Gray, N. Y., 
will be presented in Philadelphia this sea- 
son. Articles and essays by Mr. Whitmer 
have appeared in numerous recent musical 
publications, He has written 26 songs, 6 
anthems, 2 motets, 4 organ works, 4 hooks 
and numerous other publications. He ap- 
pears in many cities in lecture recitals 
with much success. Mr. Whitmer is a som 


of the late Superintendent A. Carl Whit- 
mer, so well known throughout our Church. 

Recently the pulpit of First Church, 
Lexington, N. C., has been supplied by Dr. 
£. R. Hoke and Rey. Milton Whitener, of 
Salisbury. Dr. J. C. Leonard, the pastor, 
has been suffering from a vocal breakdown 
and his physician advised him not to preach 
for a few weeks. We are glad to report 
that he is now improving and hopes to oe- 
cupy his puplit regularly. The 28th anni- 
versary of the Church was observed Jan. 
20. The sermon, preached by Rev. Milton 
Whitener, was a splendid presentation of 
Gospel truth, appropriate to this interest- 
ing occasion. During the last year Dr. 
Leonard has received 82 new members. This 
Church started out with 22 members and 
now has almost 600. 


During Lent, the pastor of the Chureh 
of the Ascension, Pittsburgh, Pa., Rey. 
Henry L. Krause, will conduct the Thurs- 
day evening services. One of the ‘‘Seven 
Last Words’’ will be considered each 
Thursday evening. A fifteen minute pe- 
riod for the answering of religious ques- 
tions will be an additional feature of 
these services. The Sunday morning sub- 
jects will deal with the general theme: 
““The Why and How of Christian Wor- 
ship.’’ During this period a large table 
filled with pamphlets treating on devotion- 
life, stewarship, evangelism and missions 
are placed in the Sunday School to stimu- 
late better mental attitudes among the 
young. Personal workers are busy trying 
to ‘win my one’? for Church and Christ. 

In Zion Church, Lehighton, Pa., Rey. 
Paul Reid Pontius, pastor, the “Sunday 
morning sermons during Lent are on the 
Ten Commandments. The general theme 
of the Lenten Sunday evening sermons is 
‘*The Cross,’’ and the Wednesday even- 
ing theme is ‘‘Faith.’? Mrs. George Mil- 
ler was recently elected the choir leader. 
Mr. Fred Keegan was elected sexton and 
chimer, Mr. Edwin Koeh, financial seere- 
tary, and A. F. Smith was elected treas- 
urer, The pastor’s salary has been in- 
creased $300. Miss Ruth Christman Ieft 
Lehighton on Jan. 29 to take up her work 
in the First Chureh, Canton, O. Miss Christ- 
man is a graduate of the Philadelphia 
School for Christian Workers, and for sev- 
eral years she has been at the Dewey Ave. 
Church, Rochester, N. Y. j 


The new parish house of Faith Chureh, 
Phila., Rev. Elmer E. Leiphart, pastor, was 
dedicated Sunday, Feb. 17, with a fitting 


service. Dr. Paul S. Leinbach was the 
guest preacher, and brought a_ stirring 
message. This fine and greatly needed 


equipment has been provided by the Home 
Mission Board. The building provides a 
living apartment for the pastor’s family on 
the second floor, while the first floor and 
basement will be used for worship, eduea- 
tional and social purposes. A large ¢on- 
gregation that overflowed the capacity 
was present for the dedication, and six 
new members were received into the eon- 
gregation. The membership of thig in- 
fant Church, which was organized two 
months ago, now numbers 125 members, 
and the goal is 200 by Easter. 


The annual Fellowship Supper of the 
men of Emmanuel Church, Hanover, Pa., 
Rev. Henry I. Stahr, D. D., minister, was 
held in the Church Tuesday, Feb. 12. The 
speaker of the evening was Headmaster 
Howard J. Benchoff, Ph.D., of Massanut-. 
ten Academy, Woodstock, Va. Dr. Beneh- 
off delivered a very interesting and’ tell- 
ing address on ‘‘Religious Living,’’ and 
incidentally spoke briefly about the recent 
developments in the Virginia valley, in 
which Massanutten Academy is located, 
and of the work which is being done in his 
school. Brief words of greeting were also 


spoken by Rey. Dr. A. S. DeChant, pastor _ 
Rev. 


emeritus of Emmanuel Church; the 
Murray E. Ness, Arendtsville, Pa.; 
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Rey. Milton Whitener, Endowment Secre- 
tary of Catawba College; Rev. Winfield 8S. 
Harman, of Grace Reformed Chureh, Han- 
over, and J. W. Pace, Superintendent of 
Schools of Hanover. The toothsome roast 
turkey was enjoyed by 125 men of the 
Church, 

The minister, Rev. Hobart D. MeKeehan, 
has announced 2 very beautiful and appro 
priate inscriptions for the new Abbey 
Church in Huntingdon, Pa. The first in- 
scription, which will be used on the eandle 
sticks in the chancel, contrasts the light of 
the secular mind and the light afforded by 
religion. It is suggested for the candle- 
sticks by Sir Gilbert Murray, Regius P:o- 
fessor of Greek at Oxford University, and 
reads thus: ‘‘I choose to have her instead 
of light for the light that cometh from her 


goeth not out.’’ The second inscription, 
in form of a poem will be used on the 
lectern, and was suggested hy Dr. Perey 


Dearmer, Professor of Eeclesiastical Poet- 
ry at London University. The poem, sug 
gestive of the place of the Bible in wor- 
ship, follows: 

“Light of Knowledge, ever burning, 
Shed on us thy deathless learning! 
Wisdom comes to those who know thee, 
All the best we have we owe thee.’’ 
Mrs. Mary Jane Reiter, widow of the 

late Rev. Lewis Reiter, died at her home, 

2120 Walnut St., Harrisburg, Pa., on Jan. 

25, She is survived by a niece, Enid Lillian 

Stevenson Reiter, who, at the same time, 

was reared as a daughter. The funeral was 

conducted by Dr. T. F. Herman assisted by 

Rev. David Dunn. Interment was made 

in the Harrisburg cemetery. During his 

self-sacrificing ministry, Mrs. Reiter had 
been a great help to her husband, and her 
devotion to the Master’s cause was evi- 
denced in many ways. In her last will, she 
makes bequests as follows: to Salem 

Church, Harrisburg, $1,000 toward the pur- 

chase of a parsonage; to the Board of Min- 

isterial Relief, $1,000; to Bethany Or- 
phans Home, $500; to the Board of Home 

Missions, $500 for a Church Building Fund 

to be known as the Rev. Lewis Reiter 

Fund. After her daughter has had the use 

oft the balance of the estate, the remainder 

is bequeathed to the Theological Seminary 
at Lancaster, for the support of students 
for the ministry. 

In connection with the very suggestive 
Symposium in this issue of ‘‘The Messen- 
ger,’’ we beg to quote from a letter re- 
ceived from the faithful wife of one of our 
well-known missionaries, ‘‘That editorial 
on ‘Stumped’ ought to set a lot of us to 
thinking,’’ she writes, ‘‘thinking that will 
set us to action. People are far from being 
indifferent to spiritual things and I find, 
in traveling a:ound through the Churches, 
that where we have real spiritual leaders 
the Churches are alive and at work. I 
believe that a revival of the old-fashioned 
prayer meeting—old-fashioned in that the 
people with one purpose unite to study the 
Word of God, talk about the things of the 
Kingdom and pray for its success, would 
bring about a great change in our entire 
Church. We must not trust entirely to the 
machinery of Boards and Commissions to 
do the work. The Kingdom of God is a 
spiritual Kingdom, and we need to remem- 
ber that it is ‘not by might or by power, 
but by the Spirit,’ that men are brought 
to Christ.’’ Here is, indeed, a word of 
wisdom. 


At First Church, Irwin, Rev. E. M. Die- 
trich, pastor, the Christmas season was 
celebrated by a pageant, ‘‘Pilgrims of the 
Night,’’ given by the S. S. under the diree- 
tion of Mrs. L. K. Wigle. The offerings 
for the Orphans’ Home at Greenville were 
liberal, totalling for the year about $375. 
In addition, a gift of $1,000 for endow- 
ment was given to the Home by Mrs. Jos- 
eph Bender, of Irwin, The mid-winter 
Communion was held Jan. 27 with a fair 
attendance and liberal offerings. The Ap- 
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Our RUSSIAN IMPERIAL SQUIRREL SCARES, 
as shown in the illustration, are smart, stylish, 
yet inexpensive, well made from finest quality 
pelts, suitable for mother or daughter. 

Genuine dark grey Russian squirrel with head 
and tail front and back—two-animal effect. Or 
if you prefer, we can supply same style blended 
in light cocoa shade, at same price. 

This special offer is only one of many unusual 
values we can give as manufacturing furriers. We 
make particular mention of our fine fox searfs, 
furnished in all the new spring shades, at various 
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You can depend on us—31 years’ experience 
a thoroughly American coneern conducted on 
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METHODS OF PRIVATE RELIGIOUS LIVING 

By HENRY N. WIEMAN, Author of “The Wrestle of Religion with Truth” 
; Divers tests have demonstrated that their use produces definite observable 
improvement in poise and power. They have sometimes shown themselves helpful 
to a startling degree. Price $1.75 
THE GRAPHIC BIBLE 

“The book is a marvel of compression. 
has been packed in so small 


By 
I do not see how so much information 
space.”"—Francis J. McConnell, Bishop, No. M. BR. 
Chureh. Price $2.50 
VICTIM AND VICTOR By John Rathbone Oliver 
“This VICTIM AND VICTOR is as unmistakable as incense. He has about him 
the dignity of the liturgy he loves. He shines.’—New York Evening Post. 
Price $2.50 


Lewis Browne 


A NEW COMMENTARY ON HOLY SCRIPTURE 


Edited by BISHOP GORE—1621 pages—1,200,000 words—Price $5.00 
Clergyman or layman will find this Gore Commentary the quickest, handiest 
answer to Bible points cropping up in his reading and sermonizing on which he 
Wishes “to make sure he ig right.” 


TONGUES OF FIRE: 
A Bible Composed of Sacred Scriptures of the Pagan World 
Compiled by GRACE H. TURNBULL 

Sufficient first-hand data from which to form your own opinion 
highest peaks of thought and God-ward aspiration reached by the 
priests, philosophers and poets of antiquity. Price $3.50 
DEVELOPING PERSONALITY IN BOYS By W. Ryland Boorman 

Program and curriculum are thought of as belonging to the zone of inter- 
action between the individual and his social setting. Price $2.50 
SOULS IN THE MAKING By John G. Mackenzie 

A master of psychology with a background of pastoral experience details a 
variety of psychological approaches to the problems of mental distress which every 
modern minister should be thus equipped to help solve. Probable price $2.25 

OUR ECONOMIC MORALITY AND THE ETHIC OF JESUS 
By HARRY F. WARD, Author of the “New Social Order” 

A searching inquiry into whether conditions are as good as they seem these 
recent years with us Americans. Probable price $2.50 
MORAL ADVENTURE By Burnett Hillman Streeter 

“The ethics of sex have seldom been more boldly or more wisely handled.’— 
The Spectator. 

Reprinted from his larger book, “Adventure.” Price $1.25 
THE CHRIST OF GOD By 8S. Parkes Cadman, D.D. 

For Dr. Cadman, the key to the riddle of the world is God, and the key to the 
riddle of God is Christ. Probable price $1.50 

STORING UP TRIPLE RESERVES 
By ROGER W. BABSON, Babson Statistical Organization 

Conclusions derived from a study of data which cost over a million dollars to 
collect. The last word on “how to succeed” in life, Probable price $2.00 
SACRAMENTS By A. L. Lilley 

“Theology is the most intelligent opinion of itself that religion can form” is 
the proposition expounded here. Price $1.50 

LABOR SPEAKS FOR ITSELF ON RELIGION 
By JEROME DAVIS 

All who are interested in the trend of the times will be curious to learn what 
Labor’s international leaders like Henderson, Lansbury, Vandervelde, Kautsky, 
Lenin, Trotsky, Gandhi, Kagawa, Green, Maurer, ete., have to say for labor on 
the church and religion. Probable price $2.00 
MORALITY IN THE MAKING By Roy E. Whitney 

What the personnel manager of a big corporation with thousands of employees 
has learned about “how to read character.” Price $1.50 
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portionment is paid up to date. The Sun- 
day School elected Mr. A. G. Carlson Gen- 
eral Supt., and Mr. Geo. C, Shultz, Adult 
Supt. for the new year. On Feb. Ist a 
Father and Son Banquet was served in the 
Church with capacity attendance. Ad- 
dresses were made by Hon. D. J. Snyder, 
of Greensburg, and Mr. Don Harrison, 
Director of Athletics at Pitt University. 
Mike Getto, All-American tackle, from the 
Pitt football team, was present and exem- 
plified in reality a clean-living, hard-work- 
ing youth, who is a credit to any father. 
A cartoonist and magician added fun to 
the program which was enjoyed to the ut- 
most by all present. The congregation is 
entering the work of the Lenten season in 
a fine spirit. 

‘«The Messenger’’ deeply regrets to re- 
port the death of Mrs. Louisia Currence 
Leyde, the beloved wife of the Rev. Amos 
Casselman, at Tiffin, O., on February 9. 
Mrs. Casselman, who was born near Min- 
erva, O., Nov. 11, 1848, had reached the 
ripe age of 80 years, 2 months and 29 days. 
Besides her husband, she is survived by 3 
sons and 1 daughter: Rev. A. V. Cassel- 
man, D. D., Secretary of Missionary Edu- 
cation, Phila.; Rev. H. H. Casselman, Old 
Fort, O., former missionary to Japan; Rev. 
F. R. Casselman, pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church, Butler, Pa., and Mrs. M. C. Laver- 
ty, Independence, Kan. Quiet and retiring 
of disposition, one of the saints of God 
who accomplished things by prayer, which 
daily encompassed the range of activities 
of the whole Church, and especially our 
missionaries, Mrs. Casselman stood loyally 
by her husband, who, after founding the 
Church in Fostorio, O., held 3 other pas- 
torates in that State, and spent 30 years 
in the Home Mission field in the west. Mr. 
and Mrs, Casselman retired to Tiffin, O., a 
few years ago and lived in a little bunga- 
low built for them by their sons. They 
were the continued recipients of honor and 
love by the large Reformed constituency 
of Tiffin and Heidelberg. This made her 
closing years of life the happiest. For 
about 30 years Mrs. Casselman has been 
deaf and although her 3 sons are in the 
ministry, she never heard any of them 
preach. While in the pastorate at Wilton 
Junction, Iowa, Mr. and Mrs. Casselman 
celebrated their golden wedding anniver- 
sary. At the funeral service in Tiffin, 
Rey. Dr. John O. Reagle was assisted by 
Dr. D. Webster Loucks. 


Recognizing that most of our Churches 
use the pre-Haster season for emphas‘s 
upon Evangelism and that the wise local 
leader will enlist the largest possible num- 
ber of his young people in the task of 
bringing other young people into a per- 
sonal relationship with Jesus and mem- 
bership in the Church, the Young People’s 
Department is providing a special edition 
of ‘‘Acquainting Youth With Christ’’ to 
help prepare young people for this great 
task. This book has been prepared by 
Dr. Elmer A, Leslie, of Boston University, 
and can be read by individuals or used as 
a text book for 6 lessons in a ‘Young Peo- 
ple’s Society or class. ‘‘It is primarily 
concerned with helping young men and 
women at their challenging task of win- 
ning, inspiring and encouraging their com- 
rades to the spiritual adventure of Christ- 
like living.’’ It is written in a manner 
which will make a direct appeal to young 
people. The denominational edition har- 
monizes in form with the Christian Quest 
materials and the book ean be included in 
your Christian Quest hand-book. It is es- 
pecially valuable for groups following the 
program ‘‘Youth’s Crusade With Christ’? 
and centering their attention in March on 
the theme ‘‘The Crusader Recruits His 
Comrades.’? Order from The Young Peo- 
ple’s Department, 15th and Race Streets, 
Phila., Pa. Price, 50¢ for a single copy, 
30¢ each for 5 or more copies. 
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began a series of special services, on Sun- 
day, February 17, in honor of the re-dedi- 
cation of its beautiful auditorium. Very 
extensive improvements have been made, 
which preclude description in this prief 
space, at a cost of over $8,000, and the joy 
beaming on the faces of pastor and people 


was proof that they were more than 
pleased with the completed renovation. 


Rey. A. H. Schuler, has been the pastor of 
this flock for the past three years, and by 
his winsome manners and whole-souled en- 
thusiasm he has won a warm place in the 
hearts of not only his members, but of the 
community. The dedicatory services were 
held at 10.30 A. M., in which Revs. Dr. W. 
F. More and Z, A. Yearick participated. 
The sermon was delivered by Rev, Dr. Al- 
len R Bartholomew, President of the Gen- 
eral Synod. The large vested choirs rend- 
ered two inspiring anthems; in the first 
anthem, ‘‘Seek Ye the Lord,’’ the boy 
choir displayed most careful training. 
Without urging the offering, every one was 
surprised that it amounted to over $2,600, 
not including the amount for the benevo- 
lent objects. At the evening services, Revs. 
Dr. J. F. DeLong and R. F, Reed took part, 
and addresses were delivered by two form- 
er pastors, Rev. David Scheirer and Rev. 
David B. Clark. On Monday afternoon, 


the ministers of Tohickon Classis had a 
social meeting at the parsonage, and the 


even-ng service was in charge of members 
of the Classis. Rev, Alfred Nevin Sayres 
was the speaker. The Ministerial Associa- 
tion of the Reformed Church in Bethle- 
hem brought felicitations on Tuesday 
evening. These were gala days in the 
First Church, and the prospects are bright 
for a large ingathering of new members 
on Easter. 


(Additional News in Brief on Page 27) 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Church City Planning. Edited by Charles 
H. Sears, D. D. Judson Press, Phila. 
Price, $1.25. 

This work represents an attempt to ap- 
ply the principles and purposes of eity 
planning to Church city planning, and to 
apply the logie of the conclusions of 
municipal city planning to Church plan- 
ning. Fifteen of the most vital problems: 
or subjects related to the city Churches 
are discussed. Each of these subjects was 
studied by separate committees of experi- 
enced men and women, and their reports 
form the contents of the book. 

The work is a revision and new issue of 
‘‘Baptist City Planning,’’ for more gen- 
eral Protestant use. The high ecommenda- 
tion given the first issue ean be unquali- 
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100, assorted, without envelopes. 
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silk ribbon running through to make an at- 
tractive bookmark. Each cross has an Easter 
Greeting and Bible verse. Each furnished in 
an envelope. Size, 3144x5 inches. Price, 10c 
each, 
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fiedly reiterated for this. This highly in- 
formative, readable, practical, inspiring 
and spiritually hopeful book should be 
studied by every minister working in cities 
and large towns. Young ministers especi- 
ally cannot afford to be without it. 


—wW. C. R. 


Child Nature and Nurture. According to 
Nicholas Ludwi~ von Zinzendorf. By 
Henry H. Meyer, Ph. D. (Yale). The 
Abingdon Press, New York. Pages 229. 
Price, $2.50. 

The title of this book indicates its na- 
ture and content. It is a scholarly treatise 
on the educational theory and practice of 
Count Zinzendorf, the founder of the mod- 
ern Moravian Church. Hitherto we have 
not numbered this great religious leader 
of the 18th century among the prophets 
and pioneers of the present ideals in re- 
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ligious education. In a measure, at least, 
Dr, Meyer’s study compels us to revise our 
judgment. He gathered his materials from 
the original sources, preserved in the ar- 
chives at Herrnhut. They contain indis- 
putable evidence that Zinzendorf’s edu- 
cational practices in the religious nurture 
of children far transcended the implica- 
tions of his theology of human nature, The 
book consists largely of excerpts and quo- 
tations from 4Zinzendorf’s unpublished 
manuscripts. The final chapter contains a 
summary statement of the Religious Edu- 
cational Principles of Zinzendorf. Two ap- 
pendices are devoted to Some Quotations 
and to a full Bibliography. The book will 
be weleomed as an original and valuable 
contribution to the history of religious 
education. 
—Theo, F. H. 


A BUREAU OF FINANCE 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


At its meeting in January, the Board of 
Home Missions took action looking to- 
wards setting up a Bureau of Finance as 
another of the service agencies of this 
Board of the Church. It has been felt for 
a long time that many of our Missions, as 
well as some of our self-supporting Church- 
es, are unduly burdened with indebtedness 
upon their Church properties and no defi- 
nite or systematic efforts are put forth 
to bring relief. Some Churches wish to en- 
gage upon a building enterprise, but can- 
not of their own initiative raise the neces- 
sary funds. In a large number of our 
Missions large sums of money belonging 
to the Board of Home Missions, are tied 
up for too long a time, thus preventing the 
Mission from going to self-support and the 
Board from enlarging its work through the 
release of this money. Within the last 
year or two the Board has tried this ex- 
periment with a few of its Missions. When 
the Church at Kenmore, Ohio, went to self- 
support it did so with the understanding 
with the Board of Home Missions, that the 
latter would assist the congregation in se- 
curing an adequate equipment. The con- 
gregation launched a campaign of its own 
to raise funds for this purpose, which 
proved only partially successful. Conse- 
quently the Board of Home Missions ar- 
ranged to put on another campaign and se- 
cured the services of Mr. H. H. Patterson, 
of Cleveland, to conduct the same. Within 
two weeks, cash and pledges amounting to 
over $50,000 were obtained and the new 
building became an assured fact. 

At Columbus, Ohio, a new Church build- 
ing became an absolute necessity. The 
Home Mission Day offering a year brought 
in only a very meagre sum for this pur- 
pose, so the Board in co-operation with the 
Mission put on a similar campaign under 
Mr. Patterson and the result was that 
$40,000 was raised in two weeks and the 
new Chureh went up and was dedicated 
last November. The same was also done 
at Grace Church, Buffalo, N. Y. 

At St. Stephen’s Mission, York, Pa., a 
Sunday School building has long been con- 
templated, but the funds to make this pos- 
sible were not at hand. A campaign was 
put on there and while local conditions 
were very unfavorable the sum of $15,000 
was secured in two weeks’ time. 

The Board feels that what was done in 
these places just named could be done in 
many other places if conditions warrant 
the same. To accomplish this thing this 
Bureau of Finance has been created. It 
will not involve the Board in any extra 
outlay of money, but will release monies 
tied up for too long a time in our Mission 
Churehes and will eventually furnish ade- 
quate equipment for these Churches, The 
services of the Bureau are to be made 
available for self-supporting Churches. 
The Bureau stands ready to give advice 
and suggestions and co-operation to any 
congregation in the denomination, that 
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contemplates a campaign to raise funds, 
either for the erection of a new Church or 
the paying of a debt resting on the Church 
property. In this way the Board feels it 
may be rendering a real service to the 
Church in general, and instead of coming 
to the Churches for money to earry on its 
own work, it may assist these Churches to 
raise money for themselves. The full de- 
tails of the Bureau have not yet been 
definitely formulated, but the particulars 
will be made known to the Chureh just as 
soon as this special committee that has the 
matter in hand, has finally decided upon 
the same. In the meantime this announce- 
ment may be regarded as good news to all 
Churches that are facing a financial prob- 
lem. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. C. H. Kehm, Supt. 


The other week we received a booklet 
published by the Department of Welfare 
of Pennsylvania. This booklet contains a 
census of children under the care of agen- 
and institutions supervised by the 
Bureau of Children of the State Depart- 
ment of Welfare. In this list are to be 
found all the children of the State that 
are cared for, one way or the other, by 
Homes and agencies. 

Under the list of Institutions for De- 
pendent Children comes Bethany. We find 
there are 168 institutions listed. Girard 
College and several Industrial Schools are 
also in this list. 


NURSES 


—-Should, if possible, study at 
a fully-accredited and Christian 
school, where personal attention is 
given students, where a wholesome, 
happy atmosphere is maintained 
and the intellectual opportunities 
of the larger city are available. 
Fairview offers these and other ad- 
vantages. Write for fuller informa- 
tion. 


FAIRVIEW PARK 
HOSPITAL 
SCHOOL OF NURSING 

3305 Franklin Ave. 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Spring class opens 
March 15th, 1929 
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Now, if we take the institutions that Poreign Mission Day was observed in 
die Orphans’ Homes, such as ours; we find the Mission House, with the program in 
the number of ehildren in these institu the hands of the officers of the Sunday 
tions range from as small a number as 1D School, Student Carl Grahl, supt., with a 
to as large a number as 728. special offering for the cause. The spirit 

se of Missions is ‘fat home’? at the Mission 
Hlouse. 

Once more we find of the 168 Homes, It became necessary for us to purchase 
considering the number of children in each a snow-mobile as arranged for four years 
place, Bethany stands 14th, having had 212 ago, for we could have no immediate con- 
childrey when the census was taken am tacts with civilization without one. Who 
May, If we take only Protestant Church will pay for this? Here is a fine chance 


Homes, we find Bethany stands second and 
third if include the Homes of 
the State. 


we Lodge 


Now, my dear friends of Bethany, I am 
giving you this information, not to boast 
of a large institution, but to show you our 
position and responsibility in maintaining 
so large a number of children and to point 
out to you that in many cases the smaller 
institutions have larger sums of money 
than we do to 1un their institutions. 


If the children of our Church, who are 
at Bethany, are to get what other similar 
places give their children, we must measure 
up as a Chureh and not only be among the 
largest in-number, but among the leaders 
in support. 


THE MISSION HOUSE 


The Mission House is located somewhere 
between the Arctic and the Antarctic, at 
least that is the ‘‘feeling’’ of professors 
and students, as well as visitors, who have 
faced blizzards, storms, blocked roads, 
mail-less days, sub-zero (28 below) weather 
with a heroism equal to that of the famed 
explorers. In fact, we all feel that we 
have proven ourselves fit to fellowship 
with Byrd and Wilkins, the men of the 
hour. And yet, though we are passing 
through the most strenuous January which 
we have experienced in years, our spirit is 
not broken. Sinee we could do nothing 
else, we applied ourselves to our work and 
did a ‘‘heap of studying,’’ so that our 
scholastic records should look fine. En- 
rollment for second semester Jan. 25th and 
30th. The President, snow-bound in She- 
boygan for over three days, had unusual 
courtesies shown him by some of the lead- 
ing citizens and homes in Sheboygan and 
learned to know this hospitable and grow- 
ing city from the ‘‘inside’’ as he has long 
since learned to know and admire it from 
the ‘‘outside.’’ 


e 


for some kind member to build himself a 
memorial and render a service which we 
will not forget in years. Write the Presi- 
dent. Some friend who lives in ‘‘warmer 
climes’? may well make this gift if only 
as an appreciation of the fact that he him- 


self is spared such experiences in the 
rigors of climate, 
Mr. Ralph Adams, Superintendent of 


Rural Work, spent a week at the Mission 
House lecturing. His work is much appre- 
ciated as also his fine Christian personal- 
ity. Always is his coming accompanied 
with a blizzard and the only difference this 
year is that we had two of them while 
Brother Adams was here. It was a good 
lesson to him that he had to beg his way 
to Sheboygan and could find it only by 
the merey of a benevolent farmer, who 
“‘toted’? him the 12 miles in sub-zero 
weather on his big bob. Maybe he will 
behave himself better next year and bring 
better and softer weather. 

Our Seniors (Seminary) are getting 
anxious about locating themselves. They 
are a splendid quintette and our Churches 
in need of a real pastor will do well to 
apply early. We can recommend them most 
heartily. 

“As our Church does not support the 
Mission House,’’ wrote a beloved young 
man from the far West, ‘‘my mother sends 


the enclosed $25 to support the noble 
work.’’ Can it be that a pastor in the 


Reformed Church would keep his Church 
from supporting the educational institution 
of his denomination because of personal 
prejudice or bias? But this mother proved 
that ‘‘love will find a way.’’ Thanks, 
dear mother and young brother, for this 
noble deed. ; 

Our dear brother, Christian Siegfried, 
of Amazonia, Mo., who had given the 
Mission House an annuity bond for $500 


several years ago, writes: ‘‘Tell the treas- 


urer to send me a RECEIPT for the 
amount due me for interest’’ and even 
promises further help in the future. How 


splendid of this dear brother, who has a 
heart for the fine Christian young men, 
who are given a chance to prepare for 
leadership through just such benefactions 
as our dear brother is giving. Usually we 
attach the words: ‘‘Show me’’ in connee- 
tion with Missouri, but this time that good 
old State HAS SHOWN us how to support 
this noble work worthily. Many thanks 
and now let us hear from the other States. 

Two of our students skiid to Sheboygan 
and back and looked like roses in June 
when they arrived home. 

It is surprising how much food our gen- 
ial housemother can ‘‘forage’’ when we 
are unable to get to town. The boys did 
not suffer want during these days and 
weeks of isolation or better, ice-location. 
Thanks to our good housemother,; they 
‘‘waxed fat and strong.’’ What causes 
us to thank God is that there was very 
little ‘‘flu’? among students and profes- 
sors’ families. Mrs. Hessert has been ill 
for several weeks, but is now improving 


bf 


nicely, 
Mrs. Darms, wife of the President, is 
still at the home of her mother, Mrs. 


Friedericka von Tacky, of Titusville, Pa. 
The loss of her dear father, Elder Frank 
von Tacky, was an added shock to her and 
coming as it did at the time when she had 
just been released from the Mayo Hospital 
at Rochester, Minn., after almost two 
months of suffering, it retarded her con- 
valescence. We hope soon to have her 
with us at the Mission House again, where 
she fills a large place in the hearts of 
many, 

The testimonies of our students and 
alumni in the Educational number of our 
Church papers prove conclusively that the 
Mission House DOES make a real contri- 
bution to the life and success of its stu- 
dents. After all, the financial difficulties: 
and worries and handicaps, the Mission 
House is eminently worthwhile. For the 
last six weeks we have had classes on Sat- 
urday and it has worked fine, tho a hard- 
ship to the faculty. We are getting some- 
where these days. 

Pray for us and lend us your strongest 
aid in closing this year of work without 
large deficiencies. We need the HELP 
OF EVERY MEMBER to come through 
without large deficits. The professors are 
willing to do the work and do it well; will 
you not furnish the money necessary to 
bring it to a happy conclusion? Every 
little helps. 

—J. M. G. Darms, Pres. 

Plymouth, Wis. 
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AT A MILESTONE 


Gertrude Ryder Bennett, 
Churchman’’ 


in ‘‘The 
I sit on a rock 

At the side of the road 
In the shade of a maple 

To rest my load. 


I ask my Lord 
That day by day 

I find new beauty 
Along the way. 


And I thank my Lord 
That I cannot see 
The end of the journey 

Ahead of me. 


Juntor Sermon 


3v the Rey. Thomas Wilson Dickert, 1B), 1D) 


A GREAT ACTOR 


Text, I Samuel 21:15, ‘‘Do I lack mad- 
men, that ye have brought this fellow to 
play the madman in my presence?’’ 


David was a very versatile man. He 
had a many-sided character. He was a 
shepherd, a musician, a poet, a singer, a 
warrior, a statesman, and a king. In the 
paragraph from which our text is taken 
we learn that he was also an actor. Saul 


hated David because of his popularity. 
David fled because he feared Saul. He 
went to Achish the king of Gath. Some 
of the servants recognized him and said, 
““Ts not this David the king of the land?’’ 
David was afraid of Achish, and when he 
heard what the servants said, he changed 
his behavior before them, and feigned him- 
self mad in their hands, and seribbled on 
the doors of the gate, and let his spittle 
fall down on his beard. That he was a 
good actor and played his part well is 
proven by what follows. Achish said un- 
to his servants, ‘‘Lo, ye see the man is 
mad; wherefore then have ye brought him 
to me? Do I lack madmen, that ye have 
brought this fellow to play the madman in 
my presence? Shall this fellow come into 
my house?’’ Through this acting David 
escaped and saved his life. 


FEBRUARY 21, 1929 
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_ Yesterday it was one hundred years 
since a baby boy was born who was des- 
tined to become one of the greatest actors 
our country has produced and to call forth 
smiles and tears from millions of souls. 

Joseph Jefferson was born in Philadelphia 
February 20, 1829. He was the third actor 
of this name in a family of actors and 
managers, and the most famous of all 
American comedians, 

It is legitimate to speak of one of our 
American actors one hundred years after 
he was born, for many of the actors on the 
world’s stage have preached many a ser- 
mon and taught many a lesson which have 
lifted men up to higher things. A per- 
verted play may have a bad effect upon 
those who read it or hear it or see it de- 
picted on the screen, but a noble story or 
drama presented in these different ways 
cannot help but have an elevating effect. 

Shakespeare tells us: 


** All the world’s a stage; 
And all the men and women are merely 
players, ; 
They have their exits and their entrances; 
And one man, in his time, plays many 
parts, 


His acts being seven ages.’’ 


Joseph Jefferson wrote his own biography 
late in life, and it is very interesting read- 
ing. He gives sidelights on the profession 
of actors which can hardly be found any- 
where else. The book is simply ealled 
“‘The Autobiography of Joseph Jefferson.’?’ 
He starts his preface with this sentence: 
*‘An Irishman once exclaimed that no 
man should write his autobiography but 
himself.’’ 


His father and grandfather were both 
actors, and his mother played a star part 
with her husband. ‘‘I may almost say,’’ 
he declares, in speaking of his childhood, 
‘‘that.I was born in a theatre.’’ He 
spent a large part of his childhood in play- 
ing ‘‘behind the scenes,’’ and early be- 
came familiar with everything about a 
theatre. When the play required it, he 
was taken on the stage as an infant in 
arms, wearing long clothes. His first recol- 
lection went back to when he was three 
years old, and that is further back than 
many can remember, when as a startled 
child he was clad in a white tunic beau- 
tifully striped with gold bands, and was 
carried by a ruffian across a shaky bridge 
amid the deafening report of guns and 
pistols in a blaze of fire and smoke. When 


they were in the middle of the bridge he 


became frightened and seized the man by 
the hair pulling off his wig and exposing 
his bald head to the great delight of the 


. audience. 


Children in their play often imitate 
their parents, and Joseph Jefferson was 
no exception. He organized a stock com 
pany of his own consisting of himself and 
two little boys and their sister. He was 
stage manager and compiled all the plays. 
They imitated the real actors and carried 
their small plays through from beginning 
to end, 

He became very fond of a comedian by 
the name of T. D. Rice, who played ‘‘Jim 
Crow,’’ being the first white man to im- 
personate a negro by the use of burned 
cork. He became a great favorite on the 
stage and appeared in all the great cities 
of our country, and then went to Europe 
where his success even surpassed his career 
in America. In London he acted in two 
theatres nightly, the same people in many 
instances following him from one theater 
to the other. Joseph Jefferson, then a lad 
of four, imitated his favourite and danced 
Jim Crow from garret to cellar. The 
comedian saw his imitations, and was 
greatly pleased, and insisted that the boy 
should appear with him on the stage. He 
blacked him up and dressed him as a mini- 
ature likeness of himself. He put Joseph 


in a bag, which almost smothered him, and 
carried him upon the stage on his should- 
ers. After dancing and singing the first 
stanza he began the second, and turning 
the bag upside down he emptied him out 
head first before the eyes of the astonished 
audience. Rice was considerably over six 
feet high and Jefferson was a mere tot, 
and as they stood there side by 
dressed exactly alike, the audience roared 
with laughter. 


side, 


Jefferson says he often was a naughty 
boy, being spoiled, but he was made to 
say his prayers every night, a good ex- 
ample was always set before him, and 
sound moral principles were constantly in- 
stilled into his mind. Tis parents travel- 
led all over the country, going to Chicago, 
which was then a small town of 2,000 
inhabitants, when Joseph was about ten 


CROSSES AND KISSES 


The letters I get from my little boy 
Are sure to end like this: 

A score of crosses. row on row— 
And every cross is a kiss! 


And tho the niiles may separate 
My own little boy from me, 

I feel the clasp of his little arms; 
His loving smile I see. 


Every cross is a kiss, he says— 
My crosses were never few— 

They wait for me, when I wake at dawn, 
They follow the long day thru. 


I never dreamed they were sent in love— 
Alas, the good we miss, 

When we push away, with angry hands, 
The cross that was meant for a kiss, 


God meant us to live in a world of love, 
We make it a world of care; 

Some crosses are sharp and draw the blood, 
And some are heavy to bear— 


But I think when we rise in the Arms of 
Death 
To the Heights of Perfect Bliss, 
We will find by a backward glance at earth 
That every Cross was a Kiss. 


—Author Unknown. 


ese 


years old. A sister had been born to him 
when he was about six years of age, and 
as soon as she was old enough they danced 
and sang together and took such other 
parts as were suited to their respective 
ages. In 1842 they went south where his 
parents’ were offered a more permanent 
position, but two weeks after their arrival 
the father was stricken with yellow fever 
and died, when Joseph was in his four- 
teenth year. 

Jefferson went through many hardships 
in his early days. After varied experi- 
ences, partly as actor and partly as man- 
ager, he won his first pronounced success 
on the stage as Asa Trenchard in Tom 
Taylor’s ‘‘Our American Counsin’’ at 
Laura Keene’s Theatre in New York. In 
1859 he made a dramatic version of the 
story of ‘‘Rip Van Winkle,’’ and acted 
it with success in Washington. <A revised 
form of the play was given six years later 
in London and had a run of 170 nights, 
with Jefferson in the leading part. ‘Rip 
Van Winkle’’ was one of his leading roles 
from that time until he left the stage. 

He tells us how he was inspired with the 
idea of playing ‘‘Rip Van Winkle.’’ Dur- 
ing the summer of 1859 he and his family 
boarded at a farm house in Paradise Val- 
ley, at the foot of the Pocono Mountains, 
in Pennsylvania. On a rainy day he 
climbed to the loft of the barn, and laying 
on the hay he read ‘‘The Life and Letters 
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of Washington Irving.’’ He came upon a 


passage in which Irving said that he had 
seen him play at Laura Keene’s Theatre, 
and that he reminded him of his father 
‘“‘in look, gesture, size, and make.’’ He 
felt complimented and thrilled that this 
great author should take note of him. Then 
he thought of Irving’s ‘‘Sketch-Book,’’ 
and of the story of ‘‘Rip Van Winkle.’’ 
He reread the latter story and saw in it 
possibilities for a play. He set to work 
on the play and when the summer vacation 
was over he went to Washington to get 
ready to put it on the stage. It was fairly 
successful at once, but after the later im- 
provements to which I referred above were 
made it became a great stage success and 
won Joseph Jefferson undying fame, The 
success of the play became so pronounced 
that he has often been called a one-part 
actor. 


Joseph Jefferson died April 238, 1905, 
over 76 years of age, and is buried in Bay 
View Cemetery, Sandwich, Massachusetts, 
where I stood last summer by the side of 
the large granite boulder that rests upon 
his grave. 


From the Edinburgh University publica- 
tion, ‘The Student’?: 
‘The heights by great men reached and 
kept 
Were not attained by sudden flight; 
But they, while their companions danced, 
Were sleeping soundly through the 
night.’’ 


TO OUR DAUGHTERS 


(This toast was given at a ‘‘Mothers 
and Daughters’’ Banquet by a Minister’s 
Wife.) 

Our daughters—God bless them! They 
share our sorrows, double our joys, and 
quadruple our expenses! When they came 
to us as wee little things, we loved them 
almost to death; they were sweet enough 
to eat! And now, as the horrid man said 
about his wife, we are almost ‘‘sorry that 
we did not eat them!’? We went down 
into the valley of the shadow of death that 
they might come into the world, and many 
a time since they began their careers, we 
have approached that valley because of 
our love for them, a love that has led us 
to bear burdens that almost broke our 
backs, and quite broke our hearts. ‘‘When 
they were good, they were very, very 
good; but when they were bad, they were 
horrid!’’? We kept their tiny hands soft 
and white and twined them about our 
necks and hearts; as they grew older they 
sometimes held so closely to our necks as 
to choke us, and so tenaciously to , our 
hearts as to leave them torn and bleeding. 
From the beginning they have been very 
dear things. To prove it, ask their fathers, 
who have had to pay their bills! 

At first these bills were for a few toys and 
candies and sweet things; later they were 
for dresses and hats and pianos and touring 
ears and, in some cases, even for dukes, 
counts and such high-priced commodities! 
We kept them from colds and coughs and 


consumptions—not that they were not 
heavy consumers!—and carried them 
through many a serious difficulty into 
which their young feet bore them. And 


now, behold them: dainty and wise and 
witty and winsome! It was worth all the 
toil and trouble and tears. We value them 
at their cost—they are worth millions! If 
you have any doubt about it, try to borrow 
or buy or steal one of them! We value 
our daughters at millions; but full soon 
along will come a gentle swain and per- 
suade them to leave us, and we will sweat 
for it to pay the expenses of the trousseau; 
and they will be gone! Our daughters: 
Well, may they live long and ‘‘be happy 
ever after!’’ 
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Testing of Another George 


Daisy D. Stephenson 


For weeks the children in the little 
school at Redskin had looked forward to 
the twenty-second of February. Since 
Washington’s birthday fell on Friday, 
Miss Claire, the popular young teacher, 
planned a program and party. To the 


country children, with little to break the 
monotony of every day, this gave a su- 
preme thrill. 

As there were only about three dozen 
pupils, everyone was to take part. Peggy 
Washburn, sixth-grade leader, had a high, 
sweet voice. ‘‘So Peggy will sing ‘The 


Star-Spangled Banner,’ ’’ Miss Claire said 
when she read off the program. 

‘*Our artist, George Washburn, will 
decorate the blackboard with flags. And 


Jerry Dodge, if you «an work up a good 
drill for the boys—’’ 

Jerry’s mischievous face was a record 
broad grin. Jerry, the eighth-grade ath- 
lete, had looked scornful when Teacher 
mentioned George Washburn. George, 
Peggy’s brother, was shy and_ studious. 
His marks were the highest and he could 
draw wonderfully. But Jerry shone out- 
doors. All that winter Jerry and his fol- 
lowers had built snow forts and waged 
noisy snow battles in which Miss Claire 
sometimes had to call a truce. 

“Tt makes me think of Washington’s 
boyhood,’’ Miss Claire said. ‘‘In Iriving’s 
‘Life of Washington’ he tells how, as a 
boy, George made soldiers of his play- 
mates. They had parades and reviews 
and sham battles. Though another boy, 
William Bustle, had a martial spirit, too, 
George was always the school commander- 
in-echief. William was allowed to lead the 
enemy’s forces when the army was di- 
vided, to make things interesting.’’ 

From that time on Jerry energetically 
drilled his army. ‘‘There’ll be company,’’ 
he told his soldiers. ‘‘The School Board 
and all our folks, And the Superintend- 
ent’s going to give us a new flag. Get set, 
you rookies, and step lively. At-ten- 
tion! ’” 

But one boy was never asked to join 
Jerry’s army. That was George Wash- 
burn. Deep down it hurt him, chiefly for 
Peggy’s sake. Peggy was so lively and so 
fond of sports. She was star of the girls’ 
basketball team. 


‘Oh, but I’m proud of you, George!’ 
Peggy said the day George’s theme on 
Washington won the highest mark. ‘‘Jerry 
Dodge can’t write or spell decently! And 
he can’t draw even a map.’? 

But as George did his best work on the 
‘shields and flags on the blackboard, he 
thought it over. ‘‘Just the same, Peg 
would rather see me marching and drill- 
ing,’’ he reflected. From outside came 
Jerry’s stern voice, ‘‘Company, halt! 
Rest arms.’’ 

‘What do you consider the bravest 
thing Washington ever did?’’ That was 
the subject Miss Claire and the pupils 
argued about in History and English the 
week preceding the party. Jerry Dodge 
was sure the terrible winter at Valley 
Forge was the greatest test of Washing- 
ton’s courage. 

‘“That would get me,’’ blurted out im- 
patient Jerry. ‘‘When you’re sick and 


PEN PRICKS 
By John Andrew Holmes 


Sixteen is the age at which a girl 
thinks she is already 20, while her 
parents think she is still 10. 
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hungry and freezing to death, you don’t 
have much sand. That would give any 
fellow cold feet.’’ 

One of the girls shuddered over the 
crossing of the dangerous Delaware River, 
jammed as it was with ice. 

One boy said it took nerve to give up 
your plans the way Washington did on his 
mother’s account. ‘‘To be all ready to 
join the navy and then at the last minute 
give it all up—that took grit,’’ he 
thought. 

George Washburn flushed and stammered 
when Teacher called on him. Jerry’s imp- 
ish eyes rolled and winked at a neighbor 
as George rose and shyly expressed his 
opinion. 

““Tt took courage to ride at the head of 
his army and lead them into battle, espe- 
cially when the Indians helped the British. 
And Valley Forge tested him every day. 
To see his men suffer and not be able to 
help them was hard. But somehow I was 
thinking of Washington when he was only 
sixteen and Lord Fairfax appointed him to 
survey the wilderness beyond the Blue 
Ridge.’’ 

George forgot to be bashful now and 
talked so easily he held everyone’s inter- 
est: 

““Think of the forest he went into, the 
dangers from wild beasts and hostile In- 
dians! That took courage. It must have 
been awfully lonesome. Think of us boys 
doing such a thing. He was away in the 
deep woods at night, sleeping on the 
ground by a campfire, or in a poor tent. 
It rained a lot of the time; the rivers 
were all over their banks, and the survey- 
ors waded up in mud and made their own 
trails, Washington cooked his own meals 
when he was dead tired—and most of the 
time he had to catch them first! But he 
got through and did his work so well his 
records are just as good today as then. And 
roughing it made him able to stand the 
hardships of war, such as that winter at 
Valley Forge.’’ 

Everyone clapped when George sat 
down. No one was surprised when he was 
put on the program to read his theme. 

But that long-anticipated Friday dawned 
bleakly at the Washburn place, three miles 
from the village of Redskin. It had been 
a severe winter in the hills. One big snow 
would hardly get packed down when an- 
other storm would sweep out of the north 
with another supply. Therefore, Mr. and 
Mrs. Washburn had put off their annual 
mid-winter trip to the county seat, Silver 
City, until it could no longer be post- 
poned. 

‘“Mother’s aching tooth can’t wait any 
longer,’?’ Mr. Washburn decided on Thurs- 
day. ‘‘And I’ve got business at the court- 
house besides paying taxes. I’ll put the 
little wagon on runners and we’ll go early 
tomorrow. We’re badly in need of grub, 
too, and I like stocking up at Silver City.’’ 

“*You’ll get along all right,’’? Father 
told the two children as they ate a hasty 
breakfast by lamplight on Friday. ‘‘Bank 
the fires when you go to school, and you 
know all about the chores before supper. 
We’ll be away only one night, and you 
can look for us before dark tomorrow 
evening.’’ 

““Tf you’re real good we’ll bring you 
something, ’? smiled their mother. 
‘‘Peggy’s been wanting a new red dress, 
and George—well, how about a_ book, 
George??? 

Then George surprised the family. ‘‘I’d 
like a gun,’?? he said quietly. ‘‘A 22, 
Dad, if it doesn’t cost too much. Like the 
other boys go hunting with.’’ 

Peggy was still speechless when her par- 
ents drove away in the cold dawn. 

George got to school early to finish the 
drawing of the American eagle against 
the vivid folds of Old Glory. He was 
mounted on the rickety ladder finishing up 
when two things happened simultaneously. 
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The ladder collapsed, dumping George into 
the sand pile, a pioneer village, just as a 
volley ball shot in from the hall and landed 
on George. 

Jerry Dodge was standing in the cloak- 
room door and saw it all. Miss Claire 
came in just as George scrambled up and 
ruefully inspected the ruin of tepees and 
clothespin log cabins. 

‘*Gee, I’m sorry!’’ exploded the third- 
grader, whose excess energy has propelled 
the ball so far, ‘‘I didn’t mean to, hon- 
est! ?? 

‘*You didn’t do it,’’ George reassured 
him hastily. His honest eyes met Miss 
Claire’s startled ones in humble apology. 
(ST did sitso hoesai de 

“‘Georgie cannot tell 
Jerry, and a girl giggled. 

Miss Claire flashed Jerry a warning 
glance and he vanished outdoors, But 
though Miss Claire insisted the village had 
been a Thanksgiving feature and should 
have been removed long ago, the day was 
spoiled for George. The program went off 
perfectly. The visitors were appreciative 
and applauded George’s theme as heartily 
as Jerry’s military prowess. But nothing 
Peggy could say on her way home seemed 
to cheer her brother up. 

They did the chores and ate supper by 
a cozy fire while the wind blustered out- 
side and snow hissed in the gathering 
darkness. 

*‘Tt’s lucky we like milk,’’ said Peggy 
over the dishwashing. ‘‘There are just 
enough eggs for breakfast and only part 
of a loaf of bread. We’re about out of 
spuds and flour—Why,’’ she laughed, ‘‘it’s 
a little like Valley Forge, isn’t it? But 
won’t we feast when Dad and Mother 
come home with a bushel of goodies! ’’ 

‘‘There’s some one at the door,’’ said 
George in surprise. Sure enough, they 
opened the door to a young woman, very 
pale and shabby, and carrying a bundled- 
up child. Peggy recognized her as Mrs. 
Bell, a widow who, after her husband’s 
death, lived alone on a tiny homestead 
two miles back in the hills. At Peggy’s 
hospitable greeting the woman staggered 
in and took a chair near the stove. 

‘‘Mary’s awfully sick,’’ she said, her 
tired dark eyes appealing to Peggy. ‘‘I— 
just couldn’t stand it any longer away off 
there by myself. She’s had fever since 
yesterday and—listen to that cough!’’ 

It was a tight cough, hoarse enough to 
alarm any mother. The child breathed 
heavily and her little face was flushed 
with fever. 

‘*You get warm and rest, Mrs. Bell.’? 
urged Peggy. ‘‘Let me have the baby.’’ 

‘“Where’s your mother?’’ asked the 
woman anxiously. ‘‘I knew she was a good 
nurse and neighbor and I—needed some- 
one.’’ Tears came in spite of her efforts 
at control, ‘‘I’ve lost so much sleep and 
things have been so hard. If your mother 
thinks I ought to have the doctor for 
Baby—’’ 

Peggy’s eyes collided with George’s in 
silent shock. What a responsibility! And 
it was theirs. They must meet it. The 
poor mother was too worried and weary to 
rely on herself. Peggy realized the child 
must have the doctor at once. They had 
no telephone. As if he read her mental 
argument, George said, ‘‘I’ll go right 
away.’? 

‘‘But—’’ Peggy started to protest. It 
would be easier for her to go. She loved 
breasting a storm. She didn’t even mind 
the dark. But something in George’s face 
silenced her. He wanted to go. Or per- 
haps he felt he ought to go. So she got 
the lantern for him while he got into his 
warmest things. Peggy’s heart was heavy 
as he started off in the dark, but she sped 
him with a cheery, ‘‘I think you’re as 
brave as Washington, Bud!’’ 


hissed 


a liel?? 


Then she set about making her visitors — 


as comfortable as she could. Something 


hl 
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in Mrs, Bell’s pinched look made Peggy 
suspect the poor woman might be hungry. 
So she tactfully suggested hot tea ‘‘to 
warm you up.’’ And when she saw how 
Mrs. Bell enjoyed the homemade bread and 
scrambled eggs and chokecherry jelly, 
warm-hearted Peggy thought pityingly, 
**Why, she’s been starving! There isn’t 
much to eat, but we’ll manage.’’ 

Meanwhile George tramped along the 
deserted road, his only company the 
whirling snow and the eerie outdoors 
which at night seems so strangely un- 
friendly. 

Now and then the uncanny ery of a 
coyote came on a gust of wind, but George 
whistled and resolutely left the main road 
for the shorter trail. As he climbed in a 
wilderness of bowlders and seattered ever- 
greens, he tried to forget the lonely little 
burying ground he must pass. Then he 
had an inspiration. He would pretend he 
was young George Washington out in the 
wilderness where wolves and unfriendly 
Indians lurked! Nobody would ever know 
and the boys couldn’t tease him. 

So onward he trudged in the dark and 
storm until he stopped short with a sick 
feeling at the pit of his stomach. There 
was no trail. A snowslide had come 
down, perhaps that afternoon when the 
sun was warm, and had completely cover- 
ed the trail and the bank up to the ice- 
choked creek. Bewildered, the boy recon- 
noitered with his lantern. Nothing to do 
but cross the creek, wade through the 
drifts for a hundred yards or more, and 
then cross back to the trail. It was hard 
going, and George shrank from that ice- 
eold creek. It was quite wide at this 
place, and full of ice which was thin in 
spots, as George soon discovered. 

‘*Tt isn’t the Delaware,’’ he thought 
grimly as he crunched through to his boot 
tops, ‘‘but it’s enough for me.’’ On he 
went chattering, his boots squashing, his 
feet very cold indeed. The old burying 
ground was just around the turn. But he 
gritted his teeth to make them stop 
rattling and recrossed the stream. Then, 
just as he came around the windy turn, he 
halted, his scalp prickling with fear. He 
had heard a groan. His heart drummed 
wildly. There it was again! Then came a 
dismal voice calling for help. 

As George stood petrified, something hu- 
man and bulky moved at the foot of the 
slope. But with the realization that It 
was at least alive and in need of help, all 
George’s fear fled. He hurried down the 
snowy slope and turned the lantern rays 
full on Jerry Dodge! He had been caught 
by a hand and a foot in a couple of coyote 
traps. 

Hastily, George set about releasing him. 
Luckily Jerry had a wrench in his duffel 
bag up the slope on a stump. He had 
started out to hunt rabbits, being bound 
for the Bar X, and had planned to look 
at his own trap line along Singing Creek. 
As he halted to rest at the stump, he had 
spotted a jack rabbit, and in chasing it 
had stepped into someone else’s traps. 

‘“*Been lying here a couple of hours,’’ 
Jerry mumbled as they restored circulation 
to his numbed limbs. ‘‘I’m telling you, 
Old Seout, I was good and seared. I yelled 
till I sounded like a frog. No one comes 
this way in a coon’s age, and I saw my- 
self frozen stiff and helpless. Folks think 
I’m at the ranch, and I suppose the boys 
think I changed my mind about coming. 
You sure did me a good turn, boy,’’ he 
said awkwardly, ‘‘and I never was so glad 
to see anybody in my life.’’ 

‘“‘Aw, forget it,’? muttered George, feel- 
ing all warm and yeasty inside. 

Little Mary was in grave danger of 
pneumonia for days. But the doctor pull- 
ed her through, and both he and Mrs. Bell 
gave George the credit for it. Mrs. Bell 
found a home at the Bar X, where help 
was needed and where, with friendly care 
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and good food, both she and the baby were 
soon rosy-cheeked and happy. 

At school the boys continued their snow 
battles, and there was a new recruit after 
the eventful night of the twenty-second. 
George was included in all aetivities by 
no less an authority than General Jerry 
himself. And on Saturdays, George goes 
hunting with the other boys. 

[All rights reserved] 


THE PASSING OF THE AFRICAN M. E. 
CHURCH, OF CLEARSPRING, MD. 


(Ground for Church was deeded to the 
African M. E. Church, of Clearspring, 
Maryland, March 6, 1866. Sold October 2, 
1928, by mortgagee. Date on corner-stone, 
1889. Known as the ‘‘Little Metropoli- 
tan.’’) 


Time is ever taking toll 

In landmarks by the score, 
Landmarks linked with progress, 
And their passing we deplore. 


Places long since noted 

For the good that they have done, 
It’s sad to know they’re going— 
But they’re passing one by one. 


We have in mind a little Church 
Built for a noble cause, 

The builders heard the Master’s call 
And pledged to keep His laws. 


The colored congregation, 
Near a little country town, 
All sang their hallelujahs 
When preaching time came roun’, 


Faithfully they gathered 

To sing their songs and pray, 
Happy was the little flock 
Now nearly passed away. 


That Temple stands deserted, 
Broken windows lying roun’, 

No echoes ringing thru the hills 
When the Sunday sun goes down. 


The roof lets thru the sunshine 
And the plaster’s giving way, 

The birds nest ’mong the rafters 
And the old Church shows decay. 


The ivy clings now to the wall 
Like the golden thots that glow, 
In the minds of those remaining 
That were nurtured long ago. 


Birds and weeds and flowers 
Commingle on the lot, 

And like the old frame Temple 
They seem to be forgot. 


The faithful little army 

Who labored thru the years, 
Friendship with love cemented, 
Their happiness with tears, 


Must now stand by so helpless 
To see their building sold 

That grew of love and sacrifice, 
To the bidder for his gold. 


A few old members came to see 
Church offered on the block, 

They heard the auctioneer ery out, 
‘¢We sell at three o’clock.’’ 


At three those faithful few stood by 
With heads bowed down in prayer, 

They heard the auctioneer say, ‘‘sold,’’ 
Title passed to others there. 


In the shadows of the mountain 
Near our little Clearspring town, 
The faithful few so helpless 

Must see their Church come down. 


But even tho their Church must go, 
It’s Gospel Truth will stand, 

To help the traveler find his way 
To that bright and better land. 


—Harry Troupe Brewer. 
Hagerstown, Md. 
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EACH DAY 


Not for a day 
Can I discern my way; 
But this I surely know: 
Who gives the day 
Will show the way; 
So I securely go. 
—John Oxenham. 


Box 


ANSWERS TO—BEHEADED WORDS 


1. Growing; 2. Wabash; 3. Many; 4. 
Drink; 5. Swarm; 6. Place. 


Puzzle 


HUNT FOR MANY KIND OF ‘‘TIES’’ 


1. Here are goods or merchandise. 
2. Yearly allowances tie these. 
3. Your valuable protections or posses- 


4. Pleasing manners or dispositions. 
Steep declines or sloping places. 

6. Things neither serious nor sedate. 

7. Given freely as gifts or favors. 

8. Open assaults or acts of warfare. 

9. Girls’ ‘clubs or college fraternities. 

0. Specific places or situations. 


—A. M. S. 


Another example of queer English has 
come to our attention. During a New 
York court inquiry into a family quarrel, 
the wife stood up, raised her arms and 
eried: ‘‘Oh, if I had knowed when I was 
sweet sixteen already all that I know now 
yet! ’’—Boston Transcript. 


Aunt: ‘‘And were you a very good little 
girl at Church this morning, Sallie?’’ 

Sallie: ‘‘Oh, yes, Aunt. A man offered 
me a big plate full of money, and I said, 
‘No, thank you.’ ’’—Legion Weekly. 


Take a tip from nature. Man’s ears 
aren’t made to shut; his mouth is.—Pub- 
lishers’ Syndicate. 


Birthday Greetings 


Alliene S. DeChant 


What is Stewardship anyway, this thing 
that our whole Sunday School, our Scouts, 
our Missionary Guild, and everybody’s 
talking about? This thing we Birthday 
Club folks are studying and writing about? 
Perhaps your Birthday Lady can explain 
it somewhat like this: One of my best 
friends is a buyer of books. She’s not 
quite as tall as I am, and not quite as thin. 
Her hair is dark and tinged a bit with 
gray, and she wears glasses. She not only 
buys books, and sells them, but she studies 
them. JI wish you could peep into her 
room and see the stacks of books on 
shelves, on tables, everywhere! And she 
shares that knowledge with others, for 
many times pastors and Sunday School 
superintendents come into her store with a 
long list of adults and Sunday School chil- 
dren for whom she is to select prize books. 
All they tell her is the age of the prize 
winners, and she knows just the book that 
fits! She shares her talents, too, with the 
Y. W. C. A., for she is a member of the 
Board of Managers; and she has sent out 
from her Sunday School class college girls, 
a teacher, a soon-to-be-nurse, and worth- 
while business girls. She gives many gifts 
and her list of missionaries is long. One 
day I asked her how she managed to 
stretch her gift money so far, and this is 
what she said, ‘‘I tithe. And there always 
seems to be enough to go around.’’ I am 
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quite sure, however, that she gives far Mrs. Muggins—‘‘ How did Mr. and Mrs. Prayer: 

more than one-tenth to God, through the Dashaway first meet???’ Mrs. Buggins— “*Q Master, let me walk with Thee 

many folks she helps. So your Birthday ‘‘On the steamer returning from HBurope.’’ In lowly paths of service free; 

Lady thinks that stewardship is life—a Mrs. Muggins—‘‘ And I suppose it was then Tell me Thy secret, help me bear 

life like that of my book-buyer friend,— that he declared his love.’? Mrs. Buggins The strain of toil, the fret of care. 

a life full of giving. Or, as our Edith —‘‘I don’t know whether he declared it, or Help me the slow of heart to move 

Krause, of Milton, pictured it in her 1928 tried to smuggle it in.’? By some clear, winning word of love; 

Prize Poster: ‘‘Stewardship is the heart Teach me the wayward feet to stay, 

of Christianity. God is counting upon all And guide them in the homeward way.’” 

we have for His work, for we are His < Amen. 

Stewards. He does not want us to waste Th Fi if i — 

our Time, Life, Talents, Possessions.— e amt y tar Thursday, February 28—The Church at. 

Faithful Stewards, Love, Serve, Live for Worship. .Read Psalm 122. 

Christ, ’’ By Rev. Ambrose M. Schmidt, D. D. Certainly you can worship God on the 
There’s a little steward of ours, too, out = as Z Lord’s Day, or on any other day, out in 

in the mountains of Japan,—the only February 25 to March 3. the city park, or sitting along a purling 

white girl in a province of a million Jap- Practical Thought: If we would live Stream, under the shade of aun overhang- 

anese. Her name is Peggy, and she is the spiritually we must grow spiritually, ing tree. BUT DO YOU? Yes, you can. 

daughter of our misisonaries, the Krietes. Mor Peb.— "Christ for worship God in your home every day 


Si 


THE PASTOR SAYS— 
By John Andrew Holmes 
The sermon should be so warm 
that at its end it naturally rises as 
vapor in prayer. 


eee ee ee ee we 


“*Sam. do you solemnly swear to tell the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth???’ ‘*Ah does, sah.’’ ‘‘Sam, what 
have you got to say for yourself?’’ ‘‘ Well, 
Jedge, wif all dem limitations you have 
jes’ put on me, Ah don’t believe Ah has 
anything at all to say.’’—Rochester Times- 
Union. 


FIRES OF CHILDHOOD 


Back o’er the meadows of childhood 
We romp with our little friends there, 
We see them all radiant and happy 
And free from the scourge of a care. 


We see their determined bright faces 
Shine out in the games that are played, 
We hear their feet patter so swiftly 
Unfettered in shoes the Lord made. 


We see them line up in good fashion— 
In very best manner arrayed— 

We remember the badges of manhood 
That some of the boys displayed. 


We feel the glory of victory, 
We feel the remorse of defeat, 
We hear the tart reprehension 
Given to those who would cheat. 


We see their fiery flushed faces 
And their hair all tousled and wet, 
We see the big bully chagrined 
When he his WwW aterloo met, 


We see and feel the excitement 
That was so prevalent then, 
When lads were prone to imitate 
And mock the language of men. 


We hear their calls in encounter 
And whisperings under breath, 

We see them determined in struggle 
Fighting almost unto death. 


We see the lengthening shadows 
Foretelling the end of the day, 
We feel the heart growing heavy 
As the sun is sinking aw: Ly. 


On dust-padded paths by the roadside 
The youngsters are s¢ uriying along, 
Whistling tunes the 2V-ve menioriZed: 
From the croon of a mother’s song. 


God gives to each one a chi Idhood, 
And he gives a heart and a brain, 
He fills each life with sunshine 
That shuts out most of the rain. 


We play in the lap of yesterdays, 
We think of times that are past, 

The thots we retain of our childhood 
Are fires that’ll buin ’til the last. 


—-Harry Troupe Brewer. 
Hagerstown, Maryland. 


Memory Hymns: 


the World We Sing.’’ Mareh—‘‘So Let 
Our Lives and Lips Express.’’ 


Monday, February 25—The Church’s One 
Foundation. Read Matt. 16:138-20. 
The Central Y. M. C. A. in this city is 
erecting a 25-story addition to its build- 
ing. The first thing that the workmen 
did, was to dig down about 30 feet, seeking 
for a safe foundation. Then they sunk a 
number of large steel cylinders and filled 
them with mixed cement. Having secured 
their foundation they began to build. 
Jesus Christ, the ‘‘Rock of Ages,’’ is our 
safe and sure foundation. We, men and 
Women, are the workmen used by Him in 
erecting the building. The growth and 
stability of the Christian Chureh will de- 
pend on the character of the material that 


we put into this building, His Church. 
Remember, we are building for time and 
eternity. 


Prayer: O Thou Great Architect of life’s 
building, help us to build strong and well, 
upon the foundation that Thou hast laid 


for us—even Jesus Christ the Chief corner- 
stone. Amen. 
Tuesday, February 26—The Brotherhood 


of Believers. Read Acts 2:37-47. 


For one who has been trained from child- 
hood to believe that his nation was, in a 
peculiar way, the chosen people of God, to 
the exclusion of all other nations, Paul’s 
recognition of the universal Brotherhood 
of Man, was a remarkable confirmation of 
his Christlike spirit. Just as there was an 
inner circle in the family life of the Jew- 
ish nation, made ready for the advent of 
the Saviour; so now there is an inner eir- 
cle in the Brotherhood of Man, known as 


the Brotherhood of Believers. They who 
have become joint heirs with Christ Jesus, 
their Elder Brother. 

Prayer: 


“QO brother man, fold to thy 
brother; 

Where pity dwells, the peace of God is 
there; 

To worship rightly is to love each other, 

Each smile, a hymn, each kindly deed, 
a pray’r. Amen, 


heart thy 


Wednesday, February 27—The Daily Min- 
istrations. Read Acts 6:1-7. 


We read how that angels came and min- 
istered unto Him and them. Today there 
are multitudes of ministering angels, right 
here upon the earth, who in the Master’s 
name, and following His example, are go- 
ing about doing good. Their presence is 
often a benediction. They are ministering 
daily to the needs of others. They are 
found in homes, communities, in our cities 
and especially in their submerged sections. 
Ministering angels, they are, lifting up the 
stricken ones, feeding the hungering ones, 
clothing the naked and, in His name, heal- 
ing souls and bodies of sin-sick men. Re- 
member the words—‘‘Inasmuch as ye did 
it unto one of these My brethren, even 
these least, ye did it unto Me.’’ 


God’s Kingdom? 


even as you should, but when you absent 
yourself from the worship of God’s House, 
you miss a great blessing. Think what 
Thomas missed by being absent from that 


first Easter evening prayer-meeting! The 
inspiration of fellowship, the joy of 


united prayer and praise, the preaching of 
the Word, these you miss, as well as the 
promised blessing to all who meet in mu- 
tual worship. 

Prayer: Hold us faithful, dear Lord, in 
our Christlike duties; in the vows we have 
made before Thee. May we never neglect 
Thy House. May we ever worship Thee in 
spirit and in truth. Amen. 


Friday, March 1—Diversity of Gifts. Read 


LeGors 122409 
What a diversity of gifts, talents, en- 


dowments there are in the possession of the 
people we know. Abraham Linelon said, 
“*God must have loved the common people, 
because He made so many of them.’’ He 
also has made a multitude of one and two- 
talent men and women. The sad facet is, 
that so many of these folks bury their 
talents; do not use them. The Church 
greatly needs these one and two-talent 
members. One can sing. Why not conse- 
crate that voice to the service of praise? 
Another can pray. Why not cultivate your 


prayer gift? Another has the power 
of persuasion. Why not persuade some 
careless or indifferent one to attend 


the services of the Church with you? Still 
another has earthly possessions. Why not 
use them, much or little, in upbuilding 
Try it, and win a bless- 
ing for yourself and for others. ; 

Prayer: (Take Hymn No. 492 and make 
it your daily prayer). 

Verse 1: 
“‘Take my life, and let it be 

Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 

Let them flow in ceaseless praise.’’ 

Amen. 


Saturday, March 2—The Church Among 
the Gentiles. Read Acts 11:19-26. 


What a brave undertaking that was: 
when Paul, listening to that Macedonian 
ery, carried the Gospel to the Gentiles. The 
history of the Christian Chureh has been 
largely the history of the Church among 
the Gentiles. One by one their doors and 
their hearts have been opened by the Holy 
Spirit, for the reception of the Christ and 
His Gospel. Missions has been the theme 
that has burned its way into the heart of 
the Christian Church and has consumed 
barriers that have so long obstrueted the 
way, and made the progress of the world- 
wide evangel difficult. 

Prayer: Send forth Thy light and Thy 
truth, O God, unto the ends of the earth, 
and hasten the day when the whole world 
shall confess Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Saviour. Amen, 


Sunday, March 3—Building the Body of 
Christ. Read Ephes, 4:11-16, 

God is the Architect and He has given to 

us the plans for the building. He is also: 


UT] 
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working with us and is 
work. We are the builders, we are the 
workmen. So often we build carelessly in 
our own lives, and in the visible Body of 
Christ, the Church. Sometimes we m:x our 
cement with worldly wisdom. Sometimes 
we use imperfect stones. We fail to build 
according to the specifications named in 
the divine plan. Then He rejects our work- 
manship and gives the work to others, who 
may prove more faithful. Only through 
much prayer and loyal service, can we be- 
come workmen acceptable and well pleas 
ing to God. 

Prayer: Dwell in us richly and abund- 
antly, Thou Spirit of the living God, that 
Wwe may prove faithful in every good word 
and work. Help us to build safely, and se- 
eurely, for time and eternity. Amen. 


overseeing the 


FAMILY CONSOLATION 


Whew! 

if we don’t get 

In a day or two, 

We’ll be through 

With the flu; 
Kerchoo! 


some new 


—Otis Moore. 


Wing Fu found that his watch refused 
to go and took it into a local jewelry store 
to have it fixed. The clerk examined the 
watch carefully. Clerk: ‘‘It’ll cost you 
$6.50 to have it fixed.’’ Wing Fu: ‘‘Him 
cost all that?’’ Clerk: ‘‘ Yes, it needs a lot 
of fixing.’?’ Wing Fu: ‘‘Mabbe you can 
make him go a li’l foh two dollah flifty 
eents?’’—Toronto Telegram. 


HOME EDUCATION 


*‘*The Child’s First School is the Family’’ 
Frobel. 


PROMISES AND PIE-CRUST 
Nina Brown Baker 


and Kathie have reached that 
stage of sixth-giade chumship 
where really delightful things must be 
shared, And they’ve planned—oh, for 
ages!—that when ‘‘Ben Hur’’ comes to 
their neighborhood movie, they ’ll see it to- 
gether. They’ve read the book together, 


Martha 
familiar 


you see, staged the most exciting parts in 
Martha’s attic and made the whole thrill- 
ing story an intimate part of their mutual 
lite. 

And it happens—of all fortunate things! 
—that the picture house down the street 
had booked the film for Lincoln’s Birthday, 
a school holiday. Of course they’re going 
to that matinee. The week preceding is 
crammed with exciting plans, requiring in- 
numerable conferences and countless cipher 
notes. Pennies are anx.ously counted; the 
little gir.s suffer equally when Katherine’s 
cold threatens to develop into a sick-in-bed 
catastrophe, and know identical surges of 
relief when the cold ‘‘passes over.’? 
Kverybody—everyboay—knows that Mar- 
tha and Kathie are going to the ‘‘Ben 
Hur’? matinee on Monday afternoon, 

Quite an hour before the doors could 
possibly open, Martha ‘‘comes by’? for 
Kathie, gayly arrayed and swinging her 
birthday pocketbook. Little Kathie meets 
her at the door, evasive-eyed, clearly ill-at- 
ease, and wearing her morning miday. 

With an uneasy premonition of disaster 
Maitha enters. Mrs. Miller, Kathie’s 
mother, looks up from her sew-ng to greet 
the visitor kindly. 

“*How sweet you look, dear. 
well??? 

““Yes, thank you.’’ 

Martha tries to smile, but that miserable, 
falling sensation at the pit of the stomach 
grows worse. Something is wrong, but oh, 
surely it can’t be anything as dreadful 
as— 

Mrs. Miller proceeds to make conversa- 
tion. ‘Did you tell Martha about the love- 
ly treat Daddy is planning for us, Kathie? 
He is going to take us to see ‘Ben Hur’ 
tonight,’’? she explains brightly. ‘‘Won’t 
that be lovely? And perhaps, if Kathie 
is a very good girl, there’ll be ice cream 
afterward.’’ 

Martha turned stricken eyes upon her 
chum, who squirms into the corner of the 
davenport and looks hard at the toes of her 
shoes. 


Is Mother 


““T only knew it this morning—it’s a sur- 
prise,’’? she murmurs feebly. 

“*Andsuchadelightful one!’’ Mrs. Miller 
smiles. ‘‘It will be so splendid for Kathie 
to have Daddy there to explain the histori- 
cal parts.’’ 

A wave of contempt that is not in the 
least childish curls Martha’s lip. She hap- 
pens to have heard Mr. Miller remark that 
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he read the book when he was ten. She 
and Kathie know all about the historical 


parts. At school they’re right in the midst 
of Roman history and they’ve worked the 
story out in every detail on the ancient 


maps. Martha feels, and rightly, that 
their fresh knowledge is infinitely more 


full and accurate than Papa Miller’s dusty 
rememberings. 

Silence follows Mrs. Miller’s last graei- 
ous words, during which she sews serenely 
on. Then Martha, clenching her hands in- 
to desperate little fists and trying very 
hard to speak politely, brings out, ‘‘ But 
Kathie was going with me this afternoon, 
Mrs. Miller.?? 

‘Well, that’s too bad,’’ the lady an- 
swers, ‘‘I remember now, you girls were 
planning that, weren’t you? But it’s early, 
and I expect you can get one of the other 
girls to go with you, can’t you?’’ 

Plain, sturdy little Martha lifts her head, 
and her honest meet the mother’s 
squarely. ‘‘Kathie promised to go with 
me,’’? she says clearly, ‘‘and a promise is 
a promise,’’ 

A faint frown puckers Mrs. Miller’s 
forehead. ‘‘You mustn’t be rude, Martha, 
I have decided what Kathie will do; that 
is sufficient. And anyway,’’ she ends 
laughingly, for Mrs. Miller is a sweet 
woman who cannot bear to be severe for 
long, ‘‘you must remember the old saying, 
my dear: ‘Promises are like pie-crust— 
made to be lee 


eyes 


broken’! 


This gracious, charming woman has done 
two dreadful things today, and the least 
of them is cheating her child of a very pre- 
cious intimacy. The friendship will go on, 
but something fine and lovely has gone 
out of it, for Martha will never feel sure 
again. But the big thing, of course, the 
sickening thing, is that this mother has 
cheerfully flouted the sacredness of the 
given word. ; 


‘“The pre-school child represents our 
greatest undeveloped resouree. The psy- 
chology of the child demands that we put 
theory into practice—and train the child 
as we know we should do, beginning 
early.’’—D. L. Dalke, Head of Department 
of Education, Missouri Wesleyan College. 

Is there a free kindergarten in your 
neighborhood? If not, you can find out 
how to obtain one by writing to the Na- 
tional -Kindergarten Association, 8 West 
Fortieth Street, New York, 


GHURCH SCHOOL 
PROBLEM SHOP 


Answers Fitted While You Wait 
By DR. W. EDWARD RAFFETY 


Professor of Religious Education, 


University of Redlands Redlands, California 


Problem: How can we rejuvenate our 
Church School? I mean how «an we make 
our old School new? 


Answer: May I suggest to this inquirer 
first of all that you get your Church School 
to adpot for the new year this slogan,— 
A New School for the New Year. 


Many a superintendent, doubtless, is seri- 
ously facing this same problem. Any sup- 
erintendent who is vitally interested in his 
Sehool should lose no time, bnt help his 
officers and teachers to face the facts at 
the earliest opportunity. He should call 
together his workers in a special confer- 
ence for prayer and enthusiastic adoption 
of the slogan. The first meeting might 
well be given over to a free, frank discus- 
sion of the ‘‘old school,’’ with a searching 
into its weaknesses and its elements of 


strength. Let some one step to a blackboard 
and make two columns, heading one with 
‘‘Our Weaknesses’? and the other ‘‘Our 
Strength.’’ Teachers and officers should 
then, without resevre, kindly, but frankly, 
talk right out concerning their school so 
that the worker at the blackboard can 
tabulate the talk . Graciously to face facts 
that first night, if all workers are in pray- 
erful attitudes, will mean much for the 
success of the solgan. Let no one engage 
in ‘‘personalities.’? Think and pray in 
terms of a more successful school. Knock- 
ing does no one any good. Be construc- 
tive, helpfully so. 
Encouraging Facts 


Any Church with even an ‘‘old-fashion- 
ed’? Sunday School is that far on the way 
toward a ‘‘new-fashioned’’ one; at least, 
it is making a gesture in the right direc- 
tion. Why not make the old Church School 
new? This certainly is the plain and first 
duty of many a Church. If this were done 
sincerely, efficiently, the educational task 


of the local Church would win many 
friends and more capable leaders. What 
has been, need not be forever. Obsolete 


farming implements, vehicles of travel, 
and machinery are discarded with great 
advantage to farming, transportation and 
modern manufacture. 


The writer knows full well that the day 
of big things in religious education has 
come; that in many communities we should 
think in terms of the Church School with 
its Sunday session (Sunday School) and 
special week-day and vacation periods. He 
believes that in numerous localities in the 
not-far distant future the week-day Church 
School, with at least three one-hour 
periods, will be the Churech’s major expres- 
sion of its local teaching ministry, and 
that when this time does come such 
Churches will then use three or more hours 
on Sunday for instruction and expression 
through worship suited to the different age 
groups. In the meantime, the Chureh 
School, that meets on Sunday, must 
strengthen itself, the old School must be- 
come new, and extend itself through the 
Daily Vacation Bible School and special 
week-day classes. It was the writer’s 
privilege to be the first national director 
of Daily Vacation Bible Schools for his 
own denomination, and later the first edi- 
tor to prepare textbooks for the week-day 
Church Schools of his denomination, and 
he believes in these agencies. He also be- 
lieves that one of the greatest needs in the 
whole field of present day organized re- 
ligious education is to help the smaller 
Church Schools. A good place to start is 
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eventually through week-day and vacation 
Schools. Of the hundreds 
of successfully operated local week-day 
Church Schools, practically all of them 
were put on by Churches already conduet- 
ing vigorous Church Schools and largely 
through their Church School workers who 
had come to a bigger educational vision. 
Wherever such a Church School ‘‘launched 
out into the week’’ with an efficient week- 
day school, the reaction on the Church 
School itself has been most wholesome to 
better educational standards. Also, wher- 
ever Churches have co-operated in Com- 
munity Week-Day Church Schools, their 
own Bible Schools have been permanently 
benefited, often by enlarged enrollments, 
and always by incentives to a higher grade 
of work. 

Public School Educators Are Interested 

Many public school officials, as never be- 
fore, are recognizing the Church School as 
the old established agency of the Church 
for religious instruction and the necessity 
of making it more educationally fit to 
serve religiously the community’s child- 
hood and youth. Especially is this true 
just now with the accelerated interest in 
religious instruction on week-days, due to 
the yearning on the part of good men and 
women everywhere to save American youth 
from American follies. The writer’s own 
experience years ago as a publie school 
teacher has made him a firm believer in 
two things: (1) That few parents and 
Chureh School workers realize the valuable 
moral training which Christian public 
school teachers make possible, directly or 
indirectly, for boys and girls, and (2) that 
most Church Schools fail to capitalize on 
the educational experience of Christian ad- 
ministrators and teachers in the public 
school, 

While looking on through the new year, 
also look forward to a new school. Some 
superintendent may be reading these lines 
who has personal acquaintance with certain 
highigrade{public schooladministrators and 
teachers who would be glad to assist him 
in making a real educational survey of his 
Church School, with a view to transform- 
ing old procedures into new, or it may be 
discarding certain practices entirely and 
substituting in their place newer methods 
based on a better psychology and peda- 
B08yY- 4 

There is seacrely a Church School any- 
where that could not with profit invite 
groups of splendid Christian public school 
people into its council as it looks toward 
a new school. In all probability, what 
most old Church Schools need is education- 
al direction to lift them out of ruts into 
which they have almost unconsciously 
slipped through months or years. In many 
instances the old-time honored truth has 
lost its thrill or gripping power simply be- 
cause of the monotonous memoriter pre- 
sentation. Newer teaching emphasis will 
vitalize this same old truth and make it 
live in the everyday life of the present 
generation. Why not let virile Bible truth 
have a chance to function in conduct situ- 
ations of young and old? 

A Splendid Heritage 


Religious educators rejoicing in the new 
day, should not forget: (1) What the Sun- 
day Church School has done, is now doing, 
and must continue to do; (2) that while 
we now number week-day schools by a few 
hundreds, operating about thirty weeks a 
year, that there are many thousands of 
Chureh Schools in session 52 weeks a year; 
(3) that thousands of remote rural sec- 
tions, mining camps, scattered villages, 
now depend on, and for a long time will 
have to depend on Church Schools as their 


Church several 


make good. We do well to remembtr that, 
in a large measure, we owe not only the 
impetus for the present week-day Chureh 
School to the Sunday Chureh School, but 
also the beginnings of the publie school, 
for the teaching vision of the Church is 
the mother of them both. It is an ungrate- 
ful son that scoffs at his mother. Or, to 
pass over to the other gender, we may re- 
call the satire of Pope, the high-chair-poet- 
philosopher: 


“We think our fathers fools, so wise we 
grow; 

No doubt our wiser sons will think us 
BO? 


With all the ‘‘infirmities’’?’ of some 
Church Schools: low educational standards, 
monotonous routine, superficial emphasis, 
zeal-without-knowledge way of running 
things, nevertheless, the old-fashioned Sun- 
day School, as a whole, has been a mighty 
instrument of God to save thus far our 
nation from moral bankruptcy. Generally 
speaking, it has been ready to respond to 
the better leadership. This one thing is 
sure, we must not ‘‘go off and leave it.’’ 
Beginning where it is, in methods of ap- 
proach, far-seeing leaders will bring it on 
to the better day for its own sake and for 
the more adequate program of religious 
education through what we now eall the 
Chureh School. 


for study, blackboards, ete. Such expres- 
sions are not necessary to define the pur- 
pose, scope, and work of any other agency 
in the Church. Its history, policy, pro- 
gram, emphasize the teaching ministry of 
the Chureh. It is the only Church insti- 
tution which reaches all ages, from the 
cradle to the grave, and attempts to fune- 
tion educationally with each age. 

A wisely planned set up can make these 
old time-honored educational names mean 
something. If the Church School is to be 
a School, its chief workers real teachers, 
and its chief textbook a real textbook 
with new power and meaning, then let the 
School’s responsible executives, pastor and 
superintendent, call in, if necessary, coun- 
sellors of recognized educational standing 
and then proceed to make the old school 
new. This does not mean for one moment 
that the school should be less spiritual or 
less evangelistic. Evangelistic and devo- 
tionall interests will be quickened. 

This whole question is so important that 
in our next article we have in mind to 
give further help in solving the problem by 
offering definite, concrete questions to be 
used in testing the old School with a view 
of making it new. 


(Send in your problems and queries di- 
rect to Dr. Raffety, 432 Center St., Red- 
lands, Calif.) 
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The Prussian Nationalists have demand- 
ed that the German Government draft a 
law creating a ‘compulsory civil service’? 
in which every young man between the 
ages of 18 and 21, regardless of his station 
in life, would be forced to serve 12 months 
without pay. This is intended as a substi- 
tution for the regulation of compulsory 
military service by which well-educated 
young men are permitted to serve a single 
year instead of two or three by paying sub- 
stitutes. 

Baron Ehrenfried Gunther von Huene- 
feld, who with Captain Koehl and Major 
Fitzmaurice flew across the Atlantic from 
Ireland in the airplane Bremen, died Feb. 
5 in the Western Sanitarium, Berlin, while 
under the influence of an anaesthetic be- 
fore an operation. 

The Reichstag ratified the Kellogg Pact 
Feb. 6 with 287 votes of the government 
parties against 127 of Nationalists, Fasci- 
sti and Communists. 

The first air mail between the United 
States and the Canal Zone arrived exactly 
on scheduled time Feb. 6, when Colonel 
Charles Lindbergh as pilot for the Pan- 
American Airways, Inc., landed his big 
Sikorsky amphibian plane at France Field, 
Colon, at 4 P. M., almost to the second. 

The Queen Mother, Maria Christina of 
Spain died suddenly Feb. 6 at Madrid. Her 
devotion to charitable, social and welfare 
activities strongly endeared her to the 
people. Upon the death of her husband, 
King Alfonso XII, in 1885, she assumed 
the regency of Spain and ruled the country 
until 1902 when her son reached the legal 
age. She was in her 71st year. 

Frederick Taylor Gates, former head of 
the General Education Board of the Rocke- 
feller Foundation, died in Phoenix, Ariz., 
Feb. 6, at the age of 75. 

Diplomats of 25 nations gathered at the 
Vatican Feb. 7 and heard Pietro Cardinal 


Gasparri, papal Seeretary of State, an- 
nounce that the Holy See and the Italian 
Government had settled their differences 
after a dispute lasting since 1870. The 
agreement was signed Feb. 11 in the his- 
toric Church of St. John Lateran. Cardi- 
nal Gasparri signed the treaty in behalf 
of the Pope and Premiere Mussolini for 
the Italian Government. The reconeilia- 
tion restores the Pope to status as a tempo- 
ral sovereign, of which he was deprived 
when Italy seized the Papal State in 1870. 

Racial and religious riots have been tak- 
ing place at Bombay, India. Almost 40 
have been wounded and 50 killed. ; 

The Polish Sejm Feb. 7: ratified unani- 
mously and without debate the Kellogg 
multilateral treaty for the renunciation 
of war. 

Elihu Root sailed from New York Feb. 
16 to attend the meeting of jurists called 
to meet at Geneva March 11 by the Coun- 
cil of the League of Nations for the pur- 
pose of revising the statutes of the World 
Court. Mr. Root and President Coolidge 
are in full accord on efforts for reserva- 
tions. 

There were 1,324 airports and landing 
fields in the United States on Jan. 1 and 
894 more were proposed, according to a 
recent survey by the Department of Com- 
merce. The leading State was California, 
with 143 airports. 

Edwin Denby, former Secretary of the 
Navy, and long prominent in Detroit 
banking, automobile, philanthropic and 
club circles, died in his sleep Feb. 8 at 
his home in Detroit. Mr. Denby would 
have been 59 on Feb, 18. 

Mrs. Anne Murray Dike, President of. 
American Committee on the devastated 
region of France, died Feb. 8 in Paris, She 
received the Croix de Guerre for services 
at the war front in 1918, and later became 
an officer of the Legion of Honor. 
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Edward S. Harkness, of New York, has 
given $200,000 to the endowment fund for 
the College for Women of Western Reserve 
University, Cleveland. Mr. Harkness has 
given the Medical Centre at Western Re- 
serve $1,000,000, and has made many gifts 
to Yale and Harvard. 

By a vote of 6 to 1 the Shipping Board 
Feb. 9 accepted the bid of $16,300,000 
offered by P. W. Chapman and Co., Ine., 
of Chicago and New York, for purchase 
of the United States and American Mer- 
chant Lines. President Coolidge favors 
the sale to the company, which plans air 
and ship service. 

The protection of migratory birds by 
the establishment of refuges in all the 
States and Alaska, is proposed in a bill 
introduced by Representative Andresen, 
Republican, of Minnesota, and unanimously 
passed by the House. A similar measure, 
sponsored by Senator Norbeck, Republi- 
can, of South Dakota, has passed the Sen- 
ate. President Coolidge is in sympathy 
with the proposed legislation. 

During the last year the American rail- 
roads spent $1,400,000,000 for materials 
and supplies and $722,000,000 for new 
equipment, additions and betterments. 
They spent $439,000,000 for coal alone, ac- 
cording to an article in the Erie Railroad 
magazine. 

King George was taken Feb. 9 to Craig- 
well House at Bognor, on the Sussex Coast 
to get the benefit of sea air and sunshine 
at the beginning of his convalescent period 
after eleven weeks of serious illness, 


ADDITI 


Catawba College began the 2nd semester 
on Jan. 28. Several new students have en- 
tered the college for this semester. A one- 
hour course in English Dictionary will be 
taught by Dr. Carlton G. Rice, beginning 
with this semester. The idea of this course 
is original with Dr. Rice and he has been 
eager, for a number of years, to test its 
practicality. The final grades for the past 
semester were somewhat above the aver- 
age. Everyone looks forward with encour- 
agement to the work of the present term. 

In a booklet entitled, ‘‘Why Keep Lent 
in 1929?’’, Rev. Gustav R. Poetter, pastor 
of St. Mark’s Church, Reading, Pa., tells 
of the manifold blessings received if Lent 
is observed in the right way. The booklet 
also contains the sermon subjects. for the 
special Lenten services. On Feb. 17 Rev. 
F. K. Stamm will preach the morning ser- 
mon, and Rey. D. R. Kulp will preach the 
evening sermon. A sacred recital will be 
given on Wednesday night of Holy Week. 

Salem Church, Catasauqua, Pa., Rev. 
Henry E. Gebhard, pastor, at the mid- 
winter Communion service, Jan. 13, re- 
ceived 21 new members; 10 by letter, 8 by 
re-profession and 3 by confirmation. The 
past year has been a very successful one. 
A substantial reduction has been made on 
the Church debt, with the Congregational 
Treasurer reporting the best financial state- 
ment realized during the present pastorate. 
The 5th anniversary of the present pastor- 
ate will be observed Feb. 17. 

The Association of Ministers of the Re- 
formed Church in Western North Carolina 
met on Feb. 4 at Hickory, in the parsonage 
of Rev. Dr. George Longaker. The devo- 
tionall period was conducted by Rev. W. C. 
Lyerly, who also presented the monthly 
sermon outline, on the theme, ‘‘The 
Bible,’’ in a forceful manner. A book re- 
view was given by Rev. Hugo Kellermeyer 
on the recent volume, ‘‘Methods of Pri- 
vate Religious Living.’’? Rev. Mr, Keller- 
meyer gave a just and worthy criticism 
of this work. Following the business meet- 
ing a vote of thanks was given to Dr, and 
Mrs. Longaker for their kind hospitality, 
as well as for the excellent dinner. 


While thousands of workless men walk 
the streets of the mining villages of Eng- 
land, while unemployment is growing in 
Germany, France is virtually without any 
unemployment. The officials credit this 
condition in France to cheap production 
and slight control over labor unions. In 
the six years ending Jan. 1, 1926, more 
than 1,200,000 foreign workers entered 
France from other Continental countries, 
of whom 287,000 were subsequently repatri- 
ated, 
the 
high 


Twenty-one 


United 


nations, including 
States, are now selecting 
school oratorical champions to compete 
for international honors at Washington 
next fall for the 4th consecutive year. In 
1928, eight nations took part. 

Thomas Alva Edison celebrated his 82nd 
birthday Feb. 11 at his winter home at 
Fort Myers, Fla. President-elect Hoover, 
who made Mr. Edison a brief visit, shared 
with the inventor the honors given by the 
citizens of Fort Myers, 


An unsuccessful attempt upon the life 
of President Emilio Portes Gil was made 
Feb. 10, when the train upon which he 
was travelling was dynamited. The at- 
tempt upon the President. came within 24 
hours after the execution of Jose de Leon 
Toral, who was put to death by a firing 
squad in Mexico City for the assassination 
of General Obregon, President-elect of the 
republic. 


William L. Moody has resigned his lead- 
ership of the Bible Schools at Northfield, 


In St. Peter’s Chureh, Lancaster, Pa., 
Rey. Charles D. Spotts, pastor, on Feb. 10 
Foreign Mission Day was observed and 
there was a joint meeting of the Church 
School and the congregation. The Annual 
Winter Picnic was held on Feb. 12. The 
Ministerial Association has arranged a 
series of interchange of pulpits on Wed- 
nesday evenings during Lent. At the Com- 
munion service 35 new members were re- 
ceived. One by confirmation, and 34 by 
letter, a number of whom had been mem- 
bers of St. Stephen’s Church, At the morn- 
ing service on Jan. 20 there were received 
45 of the students of Frankin and Mar- 
shall College and the Theological Seminary 
as Student Affiliate Members. 


The community of Imogene, Iowa, lost a 
precious soul in the passing of Mrs. Mary 
Atharine (Alshouse) Buzzard. Funeral ser- 
vices were conducted by Dr. J. C. Horning, 
assisted by Rev. Mr. Felt, of the M. E. 
Chureh, on Feb. 3. Born in Westmoreland 
Co., Pa., Jan. 16, 1846, she was a life-long 
member of the Reformed Church. With 
her parents she migrated to Zwingle, Iowa, 
and later to Imogene, where she has lived 
for the past 50 years. Her active life, of 
83 years and 16 days, was filled with lov- 
ing ministry to those in need. She was a 
friend of the children, Her memory is 
sacred in this community. 


The Christmas and New Year’s festivi- 
ties in Trinity Church, Telford, Pa., Rev. 
George W. Spotts, pastor, were happily ob- 
served. Baskets of fruit were given to the 
aged and shut-ins by the Aid Society, The 
pastor and his family were kindly remem- 
bered with a new Phileo Radio and money. 
The orphans received 1,000 oranges and 
$750. The Aged Ministers’ Fund received 
$100. All in all, there was a Christ-like 
spirit displayed in Trinity. In Immanuel 
Chureh (Leidys), of the same charge, the 
S. S. held fine Christmas exercises on 
Christmas Eve, presented to a large audi- 
ence. The Church was beautifully deco- 
rated, The pastor was remembered with a 
generous sum of money and the orphans’ 
cause was heartily supported. 


Mass., after devoting 29 years to their di- 
rection. Mr. Moody is the oldest of the 
two sons of the famous evangelist who 
founded the institutions at Northfield. 

Owen D. Young, American unofficial dele- 
gate to the conference of reparations ex- 
perts, accepted the chairmanship of the 
conference at its first plenary session at 
Paris, Feb. 11. 

Senator Arthur Capper, of Kansas, a 
member of the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, has offered a joint resolution to 
back the Kellogg peace pact with trade 
embargos on violators, asking a like pledge 
of other nations, This resolution went to 
the Senate Feb. 11, but will await action 
at the next regular session of Congress. 
Senator Capper’s proposal has received the 
endorsement of civic and political leaders, 
as well as authorities on international 
affairs. 

Henry Ford has given $5,000,000 for an 
Edison Museum and Technical School, 
which will house the Edisonian collection 
owned by the Edison Pioneers and the eol- 
lection owned by Mr, Ford. The gift is 
Mr. Ford’s contribution to the celebration 
of the 50th anniversary of the first light- 
ing of an incandescent lamp in a little 
room of a frame building at Menlo Park in 
1879, 

Ambassador Morrow, at Mexico City, an- 
nounced the betrothal of his daughter, 
Anne Spencer Morrow, to that most popu- 
lar of young Americans, Col. Charles A. 
Lindbergh. The wedding is to be in May 
or June. 


ONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


In the Church of the Incarnation, New- 
port, Pa., Rev. U. Oliver H. Kerschner, 
pastor, the Christmas season was very en- 
joyable. The young folks delivered a 
splendid Christmas service, and also rend- 
ered a very fine pageant, The year 1928 
closed with a comfortable balance of over 
$400, with all bills paid to date. Mid-win- 
ter Communion was celebrated after the 
Week of Prayer. Though the attendance 
was not as large as usual because of an 
epidemic of influenza, the auditorium was 
filled and the offering was above the aver- 
age. The offering for the Hoffman Orphan- 
age was large and showed a deepening in- 
terest in that institution. The loss by death 
and removal was unusally large: 14 by 
death and 3 by dismissal. The members 
are trusting that God will raise up others 
to take their places. The outlook for an 
Easter ingathering is very encouraging. 
The pastor has organized a goodly number 
into a catechetical class and there are those 
who are coming by letter and re-profes- 
sion, 


The annual banquet of the S. S. Associa- 
tion of St. Mark’s Church, Reading, Pa., 
Rev. Gustav R. Poetter, pastor, was held 
on Feb. 2, at Whitner’s Tea Room, with an 
attendance of more than 100. Charles §. 
Adams, an outstanding 8S. S. worker of 
Berks County, a member of our Schwarz- 
wald congregation, delivered the address 
on ‘*Why We Go to Sunday ‘School?’’ 
and the pastor made remarks on ‘‘ Ground- 
hog Day.’’ Charles R. Krick was toast- 
master. Mrs. Dwight Hartman was solo- 
ist, accompanied by Estelle K, Krick, 
Humorous impersonations were presented 
by Miss Hilda Schwenk, of Boyertown. 
Paul A. Kramer led the singing, assisted 
by Harry T. Wendler. Mrs. R. C. Wilson 
was in charge of arrangements, The decor- 
ations consisted of tall white tapers and 
spring flowers. George Washington ger- 
aniums were distributed to guests as fav- 
ors. On Feb. 5, the Senior C. E. Society, 
led by C. B. F. Deppen, conducted a re- 
ligious service at Hope Rescue Mission, and 
the pastor preached. 


28 REFORMED 


CHURCH 


5% Serial 
Coupon Bonds 


Sold By 
The Board of Home 


Missions 


Authorized By 
General Synod 


Total Issue $500,000.00 
$325,000.00 Sold 


A Safe Investment 


For Further Information Write 


Rev. Wm. F. DeLong, D.D., 


Field Secretary 
Schaff Building, 1505 Race St. 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


Zion Church, Nanticoke, Pa., the Rev. 
Robert W. Hucke, pastor, was crowded on 


the evening of Feb. 3 when the first 
Teacher Training class in the history of 
this congregation held its commencement 
exercises. The pastor presented the class 
with the diplomas issued by the State Sab- 
bath School Association. Essays were read 
by four of the members of the class. The 
Sunday School has also become very ac- 
tive; 15 of its members have entered the 
Missionary and Stewardship contest. The 
Teachers Training class at their com- 
mencement exercises presented their pas- 
tor with a very beautiful gift. Extensive 
preparations have been made in this con- 
gregation for the Lenten season. A beau- 
tiful folder has been issued to all the mem- 
bers in which are listed all the Sunday 
services and also the mid-week services 
held during Lent, Each Wednesday even- 
ing part of the life of Christ will be the 
sermon theme which will be given simul- 
taneously with motion pictures, illustrat- 
ing the truths and events in the life of 
our Lord. 


The Dover, Pa., Charge, Rev. J. Edward 
Klingaman, pastor, gives this resume of 
the activities of the past months: The pas- 


tor spent his vacation at Collegeville Sum- 
mer Assembly, where he led the morning 
prayer service and addressed the Asesmbly; 
at Monterey, where he preached in the 
Hawley Methodist Church, and at Clear 
Spring, where he preached in the St. Paul’s 
Church. Rev. N. W. Sechler, of York, Stu- 
dent Jacob W. Myers, and Student Lester 
Kauffman filled the pulpit of Salem and 
Dover during vacation. Sept. 4 the pastor 
addressed the Fathers’ and Mothers’ Class. 
Harvest Home services were held at Salem, 
Shiloh and Dover. The decorations were 
fine and were given to the pastor. The 
fall Communion season closed the catecheti- 
cal classes with the following accessions: 
Salem 19 and one later; Shiloh 6 with 2 
later, and Dover 6. On Oct. 30 the pastor 
preached during the week of services at 
Quickel’s Church. The Consistorial Con- 
ference was attended by the Dover, Salem 
and two members of Shiloh. Novy. 11 the 
pastor held the devotional services for the 
8. 8. Convention at Davidsburg. He assist- 
ed at the Dover W. M. S. Thank-Offering 
services, where Mrs. Bucher was the speak- 
er. The W. M. 8. of Salem having $32 
left over gave $16 to the Reformed Church 
in Europe, and $16 to Catawba. On Nov. 
18 the pastor addressed the 8. S. Rally at 
Frysville Church. The Mother’s Bible 
Class of Dover, Elder R. O. Lauer, teacher, 
gave its annual Thanksgiving supper in the 
town hall. A large crowd attended and a 
nice sum of money was cleared. On Dec. 
16 the pastor preached a sermon to the 
Keystone Patriots of York. The pastor at- 
tended the Laymen’s Congress at Harris- 
burg with part of the Dover and Salem con- 
sisories. Shiloh had two members of the 
congregation present. The Every Member 
Canvass was made in the charge and more 
pledges received than at any time. At 
Salem Church, John Gerber, a son of Elder 
Wm. H. Gerber, was elected Supt.; at Do- 
ver, R. O. Lauer was re-elected, as was P. 
W. Wentzel at Shiloh. An early Christmas 
morning service was rendered at Dover. 
The pastor gave an address and received a 
gift of $13.13. Offerings for the orphans: 
Salem, $22.43; Dover, $33.10. A service 
was also held at Shiloh. The pastor and 
family were remembered in many ways. 
Home Mision Day was observed and the 
offerings were: Salem, $26; Shiloh, $13; and 
Dover, $12.41. Salem had the best finan- 
cial report ever, with a balance over. Do- 
ver had a good report as usual, with a bal- 
ance. Salem’s Apportionment was $1,311, 
and owes $476.35; Shiloh, $534, owes, $189; 
Dover, $310, paid. Ministerial Relief was 


presented by the pastor in the ab 
sence of the promised speaker and 
results were poor. Clair Blum of 


Shiloh, is at Franklin and Marshall Semi- 
nary in his second year, Edith Reiber 
is at Ursinus in her second year, Dorothy 
May Klingaman in second year and J. 
Edward Klingaman, Jr., in first year. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 

Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 

Third Sunday in Lent, March 3, 1929. 

The Christian Church 
Mark 4:26-32; Ephesians 1:22-23; 4:4-6; 
11-16, 

Golden Text: So we, who are many, are 
one body in Christ. Romans 12:5. 

Lesson Outline: 1. The Meaning. 2. The 
Mission. 3. The Members. 

Various aspects of the Christian life 
have engaged our attention in this series 
of lessons—sin, salvation, prayer, the 


Bible, growth. Today we consider the 
social aspect of Christianity: the Christian 
Church. What is the meaning of Church 
membership, That is a very important ques- 
tion, especially pertinent during the Len- 
ten season when groups of young people, 
throughout our Church, are being prepared 
for joining the Church by a public con- 
fession of faith. Moreover, one hears not 
a little in our day about the decay of the 
Church, and its impending death. Those 
on the inside lament its many faults and 
are eager to correct them. Those on the 
outside predict its complete failure. Thus, 
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our present topic is a most timely one. 

I. The Meaning. Before we can know 
the true meaning of membership in a 
Church we must know what the Chureh 
itself means. Why should a man belong 
to a Church; attend and support it? What 
does he do there and get there? Is his 
membership a luxury or a necessity; a 
solemn duty or a glorious privilege? Sueh 
questions, and others like them, are in- 
volved in the meaning of the Chureh of 
Christ. We may bring them all to a point 
by asking, Is the Church an end in itself 
or the means to a higher end? 

Both views are held, and there is an ele- 
ment of truth in both. But there is also 
a fundamental and far-reaching difference 
between them. The one is the Catholie 
conception and the other is, or should be, 
the Protestant idea of the Church. 


A devout Catholic believes that the 
Chureh is an end in itself. It is a divine 
institution, wholly supernatural in its 


foundation and organization. Without the 
truth and grace that it holds and dispenses 
no man can become or remain a true fol- 
lower of Jesus. And a Catholic may well 
believe that his salvation is sure and his 
conscience clear so long as he remains in 
good standing in his Chureh and regularly 
uses its means of grace. 

Now it is evident that this Catholic 
conception of the Church enshrines a great 
truth. It emphasizes the divine aspect of 
sets it apart from all 
merely human institutions and organiza- 
tions, both in its nature and functions. 
And it explains, very largely, the devotion 
of Catholics to their Church, which puts 
many of us to shame. In one of our lesson 
passages Paul presents a similar view of 
the Church as the body of Christ. (Ephes. 
That aspect of the Church de- 
serves far more emphasis by us than we 
have given it. The devout Catholic goes 
to Church, primarily, to worship God in all 
His divine majesty, and to receive His sav- 
ing grace through sacramental channels. 
Just why do we go to Church—to serve 
God or to be served’ by Him? 

But there is another aspect of the 
Church, which represents the Protestant 
conception. We believe that both the 
Bible and history make it very clear that 
the Church is the means to a higher end, 
even the establishment of the Kingdom of 
God. Let us never lose sight of the fact 
that the Church is a divine institution, the 
greatest on earth, and the only means to 
achieve God’s redemptive purpose just be- 
cause it is the body of Christ, possessing 
His truth and manifesting His grace. But, 
at the same time, let us neve confuse the 
means with the end. 

Certainly, when we read the story of. the 
beginning of the Church in the New Testa- 
ment, we find absolutely nothing that re- 
sembles the Catholie Church. Jesus said 
that He came to establish the Kingdom of 
God upon the earth. And that Kingdom 
was within men; an inner spirit rather 
than an outward institution, Even the 
word ‘‘Churech’’ Jesus used only twice in 
all His recorded utterances, while the 
Kingdom was forever on His lips even as 
it was uppermost in His heart and mind. 
And when we catch a fleeting glimpse of 
the earliest Church, we find an informal 
brotherhood gathered in Jerusalem, in- 
stead of a great ecclesiastical institution 
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with popes, priests, sacraments, and litur- 
gies. The latter was built up gradually, 
in the course of centuries. It is a man- 
made institution, The Chureh in Jerusa- 
lem was a spontaneous gathering of the 
followe:s of Jesus, who met in gladness 
of heart for worship and for their mutual 
edification and strengthening. Truly, it 
was like a gra‘n of mustard seed and like 
unto the leaven. 

And that is still the meaning of the 
Church. It is the fellowship of the fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ. All its institutional 
forms and features are secondary. The 
primary thing is the people who form the 
Church, and not the priests who conduet 
it. If they possess the Spirit of the Mas- 
ter they are a part of His body whether 
they meet in a cathedral or in a cottage. 
Lacking it, no outer form can take its 
place, and no sacred rite can make them 
living members of Christ’s body. 

Il. The Mission. What, then, is the 
mission of the Church? It seems to be 
doing a hundred several things. And all 
of them may well be worth doing, provided 
they subserve its one great mission, That 
central mission of the Church must be the 
measure of the many things we are doing, 
of their wisdom or folly, their necessity or 
futility. Our danger is that in our busy- 
ness we forget and neglect our chief busi- 
ness as a Church; that in the multiplicity 
of our services and activities we lose sight 
of our one great mission, 

That great mission of the Church is to 
propagate God’s Kingdom on earth, in the 
hearts of individuals and in our social 
order. In this, we are God’s fellow-work- 
ers and the followers of Christ. Many 
things that we do in our Churches are done 
elsewhere equally well and better. But 
this one thing is our unique and distine- 
tive function—to bear witness, in word and 
life, to the grace and truth of God, re- 
vealed by our Lord. That. sets the Church 
apart from all other agencies and institu- 
tions, however good and great their aim. 
In that deep sense it is a truly divine in- 
stitution. It is the living channel through 
which the love of God, His power of sal- 
vation, may flow into the sinful heart of 
mankind, cleansing it from sin and en- 
duing it with power from on high. 

And the Church can propagate God’s 
Kingdom only by promoting the Spirit of 
Christ in men. That must be the aim and 
end of all its labors, of its worship and 
of its work. In our Chureh services, so- 
called, we do not serve God. Rather, He 
serves us. There, in our common worship 
we commune with our Father, the source of 
all our life and strength. And thus, re- 
plenished and refurnished, we return to 
our homes; to our work and play, to all 
the manifold contaets and relations with 
men as those who would follow Jesus and 
manifest His Spirit. 

Ill. The Members. The true meaning 
of membership in a Church must be found 
jn the light of the nature and function of 
the Church, 


Suppose all of us, who belong to a 
Church, really saw the Church of Christ in 
that New Testament light—as a brother- 
hood of the followers of Jesus, whose su- 
preme ambition is to promote the Kingdom 
of God among men. Would there, then, be 
any vexing problem of loyalty, support, 
attendance, service? All of our major 
Church problems, including that of Church 
Union, arise from petty notions of the 
meaning and mission of the Church. When 
we aim chiefly at building up our Churches 
or our denominations, that aim does not 
thrill men. It is not large and lofty enough 
to command their allegianee, the consecra- 
tion of their persons and purses. It is 
much like attempting to enlist modern 
men in a war for the glory of some dy- 
nasty or for the commercial gain of some 
country. 

Now in the Great War we 


asked our 


And their 
So, first and fo: e- 


youth to enlist for democracy. 
response Was marvelous. 


most, let us enlist men for the establish- 
ment of God’s I<ingdom. And then let 


us enroll them in our Churches for common 
worship and work. Sueh men will regard 


worship, not as a dull rite nor a stern 
duty, but as the vital need of eh‘ldren to 
commune with their Father in humility 


and faith. They will know that their fol- 
lowing of Jesus does not end in Chureh, 
but rather begins there. Such men fully 
deserve the great names applied to them by 
Jesus. They are the salt of the earth and 
the light of the world. They preserve it 
from corruption and they from 
darkness. 

And in such a Chureh there is room for 
every talent, and need of it. We need pas- 
tors and teachers, prophets and evangel- 


save if 


ists. We go to the best and brainest of 
men and claim their service. We go to 


the rich and great and claim their contri- 
butions. Rich and poor, high and low we 
call to repentance and faith in Jesus 
Christ, and to fellowship with Him in the 
Church, which is His body. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


March 3rd—Recruiting For Christ. Math. 
9:35-38, 
To win followers of Jesus is the chief 


business of all who truly love and serve 
Him. This is the first duty of the Church. 
The ranks of Christ must ever be recruited 
with new and fresh material. It is more 
important to secure recruits for Christ 
than for our army and navy. When we 
get recruits for our military forces we 
make them enlist in a great cause and 
pledge obedience to the flag and the na- 
tion for which it stands. Likew‘se in 
Winning recruits for Jesus we enroll men 
and women in the work of the Kingdom 
and we demand their love and loyalty to 
the things for which the Kingdom stands. 

When one contemplates the world situ- 
ation one becomes imp-essed with the im- 
portance and the necessity of this great en- 
terprise. Two-thirds of the people of the 
world are not followers of Jesus Christ. 
Even in our own country the proportion is 
not very much better. ‘‘The harvest truly 
is plenteous.’’ The followeis of 
have always been a minority, a chosen few. 
“fA little flock’? followed Him on earth, 
and after His three years’ ministry, after 
His death and resurrection, there were 
only 120 who rallied around His standard. 
Sometimes we become discouraged at the 
slowness with which men and women are 
won for Him today, but it has always been 
so. Many go on the broadway and through 
the wide gate, while few enter the straight 
gate and go the narrow way that leads to 
life. Sometimes in sheer desperation we 
put forth all ‘sorts of frantic and high- 
pressure methods, only to find that the 
multitudes are still keeping aloof and re- 
fuse to respond to the call of Christ. 

Now, let us see what the methods were 
which Christ put forth in winning His fol- 
lowers: 

There were at least five methods which 
He used: 

1. Personal Contact. When we study 
the calling of the early disciples by Christ 
we observe at once the personal element 
which entered in. He fellowshipped with 
them. He associated Himself with them in 
their daily round of duties. He called 
them by name, and He called them indi- 
vidually. He did not sweep them in any 
wholesale fashion into His Kingdom, He 
did not set up any elaborate machinery, no 
committees or organizations to accomplish 
this, but He came into vital, personal fel- 
lowship with them and so won them. This 
is still the most effective method of win- 
ning men and women for Christ. It may 
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Try This Easy Way 


TO MAKE $25 TO $500 


Every one is following the new, sensi- 
ble style of using the dainty linen effect 
crepe paper napkins at social gatherings 
and at home. On each napkin the per- 
son's. initial is beautifully embossed. 
These are very inexpensive and_= save 
tremendously on the laundry. 
100% Profit 

Every one is eager to have these, so they 
are easy to sell. In a month or two a 
repeat order can be secured with practi- 
eally no effort. Let us explain our plan 
to make 100 per cent. profit. 

100 boxes (25 napkins to the box) 
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not be the easiest way, but it is the best 
way. Wherever this method is properly 
worked it produces good results. Life is 
generated by life; one loving soul sets an- 
other on fire, and personal interest and 
personal contact make recruits for Christ. 
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2. Preaching. The ministry of Jesus 
was a three-fold one. It included preach- 
ing, teaching and healing. But preaching 
stands first in order. Sometimes we are 
told that preaching has lost its power in 
winning men for Christ; the day of the 
preacher is past, and all the great preach- 
ers are dead! But those who say this are 
talking into their hats. They know not 
what they say. It is through the foolish- 


ness of preaching that men are being 
saved. Jesus wrote no book, He founded 


no organization, He set up no machinery 
and He had no financial backing, but He 
went into towns and cities and villages, 
into the country, on mountains, fields and 
Seaside and preached. And men heard and 


heeded. Sometimes great multitudes hung 
upon His words and marvelled at His 


utterances. The living voice, the person- 
ality of the preacher filled with a passion 
for Christ still have power in imparting 
truth and making men listen. The reason 
preaching has fallen into disrepute among 
some is that it lacks the unction and power 
of conviction which alone can make it 
effective. Wherever a man of God arises 
with a message that is winged with truth 
and passion men come to hear and obey 
the joyful sound. 

3. Teaching. Jesus also went about 
teaching. He was a Rabbi, Master, Teach- 
er. He was ‘‘a teacher come from God.’’ 
Preaching is the heralding, the proclaim- 
ing of good news, teaching is the unculeat- 
ing of truth into the minds and hearts of 
people. Many people are kept away from 
Christ out of sheer ignorance. They have 
never been told; the thing has never been 
explained to them; they have never prop- 
erly understood. As a rule we take too 
much for granted and we imagine folks 
generally know all about Christ and the 
way of life, when as a matter of fact, they 
do not. They must be taught. They must 
be taught either before they make a pro- 
fession of faith in Christ or after they 
have done so, One reason why so many 
people fall away from Christ is because 
they were not thoroughly indoctrinated; 
they did not properly understand the 
scheme of salvation and the mission of the 
Chureh of Christ. The prophet predicts 
the time when ‘‘all Thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord and great shall be the 
joy of Thy children.’’ 

4. Healing. Jesus also went about 
healing all manner of sickness, and great 
multitudes followed Him everywhere. 
Sometimes the press was so great that He 
had to remove from their midst and retire 
to more secluded spots for rest. Men and 
women are still won to Christ by healing 
and helping them. This is a great ailing 
world in which we live. Folks are sick in 
body, mind and spirit. They long for help, 
for healing. We may not perform miracles 
like Jesus did, when He healed sick folks 
or raised the dead, but we can relieve hu- 
man misery and suffering and restore life 
and joy to broken and dying souls. The 
Church has neglected its great mission of 
relief in a world of suffering and in quest 
of it multitudes have turned elsewhere 
hoping to find it. 

5. Pray. Jesus in calling attention to 
the ripe harvest fields said, ‘‘Pray ye the 
Lord of the harvest, that He would send 
forth laborers into His harvest.’’ It seems 
as if when all other methods in recruiting 
for Christ fail, there is this last one left 
tous. Pray, If we can’t do anything else 
we can at least pray—and we can’t do very 
much before we have prayed. Prayer 
links the human with the Divine in this 
great task of winning souls for Christ. 
And ‘‘the effectual, fervent prayer of the 
righteous availeth much.’’ Before we 
organize, let us agonize. The disciples 
spent ten days in prayer in an upper room 
and then the spirit came that filled their 
lives, and 3,000 souls were swept into the 
Chureh in one day. If we would win re- 
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eruits for Christ we must be much in 
prayer. 

If we diligently follow along these five 
lines of effort we may help to swell the 
ranks of Christ’s followers and bring 
peace to their hearts and joy to that of 
Christ, whom we love and serve. 
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Miss Greta P, Hinkle, Editor, 416 Schaff 
Building, Phila., Pa. 


“*Did it ever oceur to you that the effee- 
tive missionary is one who is prepared to 
take off his coat, roll up his sleeves and 
get down to hard work? ‘Blazing New 
Trails’ is a book that tells of fifteen mis- 
sionaries at work in as many different 
places. <All of them were ready to take a 
hand at anything that needed to be done, 
from translating the Scriptures to stopping 
fights.’’ A review of this book appeared 
on page 6 of the January ‘‘Outlook of Mis- 
sions’? and the Woman’s Missionary So- 
ciety us glad to announce that it has a 
goodly supply of ‘‘Blazing New Trails’’ 
on its shelves and will be prompt in filling 
your orders. Price, $1. : 
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The Woman’s Missionary Society of the 
two rural Churehes, Numidia and Mill 
grove, have united and the new organiza- 
tion is known as the Reimert W. M.S. Mrs. 
A, Levan Zeehman, the president, writes: 
ae much better than to have two 
small societies and the larger group seems 
to be an inducement for others to come. 
We meet on Sunday evenings now and find 
the results, in every way, much more grati- 
fying.’’ On Wednesday, Feb. 6, this 
union society held an all-day meeting to 
study ‘‘What Next in Home Missions?’? 
They plan to hold a similar meeting for 
the African study. 


is s0 


The monthly meeting of the W. M. S. 
of St. Vineent Church, Spring City, was 
held at the home of Miss Carrie M. 
Kerschner, the president, on Feb. 10. The 
subject of the evening was Rural Missions. 
The society was delighted to weleome a 
new life member of the General Synodical 
Society in the person of Mrs. Harvey Ash. 
St. Vincent’s Society now boasts three life 
members of the W. M.S, G. S. 


“‘The inereasing activity of women in 
religious and public affairs has made it 
necessary for many to be prepared at short 
notice, to address audiences. In ‘ Addresses 
for Women Workers,’ Mrs. George H. Mor- 
rison has brought together addresses on 
various themes by women who have been 
recognized as masters of the art. The 
book will not alone furnish a study in the 
style of suecessful talks, but the material 
is fresh and informing. Women workers 
will do well to study this volume.’’ Al- 
though this volume was published to sell 
at $2, a recent advantageous purchase al- 
lows the W. M. S. to sell for $1. Order 
from Depositories. 
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MRS. PHILIP KING 


Mrs. Effie King, wife of Philip King, 135 
South Broad Street, Waynesboro, Pa., died 
Jan. 24 at her home from cerebral hemor- 
rhage. She would have been 57 years old 
April 27th. Mr. and Mrs. King came to 
Waynesboro 24 years ago and united with 
St. Paul’s Church. They had 7 children 
and one after another were received into 
the Chureh as they were old enough. It 
was a pleasure when at times all could en- 
joy the Communion together. More than 
a year ago Mrs. King’s health began to 
fail, and on Jan, 24th she was called Home. 
Her going was peaceful, just a passing in- 
to another abode of brightness while those 
about her sat in the shadow. A mother 
gone home to rest after a faithful steward- 
ship. To prepare the minds of her chil- 
dren to live for God, to see to her home 
duties, be kind to her neighbors, be a good 
friend and true, to be a loyal helpful wife 
and mother, this was not a small task, but 
she did her duty well. On Monday even- 
ing, Jan. 21st, her pastor, Rev. Victor 
Jones, gave her Communion when all the 
family could be at home, but one son, who 
is Vice-Consul to Ireland. Shortly after 
she calmly fell into a sleep until the end 
came. With her going St. Paul’s Church 
lost one that was loved by its members and 
will be greatly missed. She was a fine ex- 
ample of true womanhood, a worthy child 
of God. —F. 


MRS. MARY ANN MOYER 

In the death of Mrs. Mary Ann Moyer, 
widow of former Elder Joseph G. Moyer, 
well-known eoal and lumber dealer of Perk- 
asie, Pa., St. Stephen’s Church, Rev. 
Howard Obold, pastor, lost one of her old- 
est and most faithful members. Her death 
occurred Wednesday, Dee. 19th, at the age 
of 86 years, 10 months and 11 days. Mrs. 


CU Ree 


Moyer’s death was very sudden, apparently 
having fallen she sat in her 
favorite chair and was reading, after hav- 
ing finished her evening meal. 

She was a daughter of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Simeon Kratz, of Bucks County, and 
Was a resident of Perkasie for over a half 
century. She was a charter member of St. 
Stephen’s Chureh, and was interested in 
the work of the Sunday School as well as 
the other auxiliary organizations. She 
was one of the organizers of a Union Sun- 
day School in the early days of the com- 
munity, and upon the organization of St. 
Stephen’s, the first Church in Perkasie, con- 
tinued her interest in the work of the 
younger children, 

Mrs. Moyer was very faithful in her at- 
tendance at the regular worship of the 
Church, both morning and evening. Her 
most recent benefaction to her Church was 
the installation of the chimes in the new 
organ, in memory of her husband. The 


asleep as 


MESSENGER 3] 
6 children born to Mr. and Mrs. Mover 
survive—H. I. Moyer and E. K. Moyer, of 
Perkasie; J. Dy Move r, of Willow Grove; 
Madora, wife of B. F. Hartzel, of Chal- 
font; Delilah, wife of Charles S. Wampole, 
of Perkasie; and Gertrude, wife of J. Nor- 
man Zendt, of Souderton. Two sisters also 
survive, Mrs. Emma Kratz and Mrs. Cathe- 


rine George, of Perkasie, in addition to 17 
grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren. 
Her husband passed away 11 years ago. 
The ‘‘Reformed Chureh Messenger’? has 


been a weekly visitor in her home for al- 
most 50 years. Funeral services were held 
in St. Stephen’s Church by het 


Saturday, Dec, 22nd, at 1 P. M. 


pastor on 


‘* Weep not that her toils are over, 
not that her race is run, 
God grant we may rest as calmly when 
our work, like hers, is done! 
Till then we would yield with gladness 
our treasures to Him to keep, 


weep 


PASTORS’ PRIVATE COMMUN.ON SERVICES 


Pastors find these services extremely useful in conducting private 
communion in hospital, home or study. 


SERVICE NO. 1200 


Consists of four crystal 
glasses or four aluminum 
cups, element receptacles 
and glass holder of quad- 


ruple_ silver-plated hard 
white metal; and case, 5 
inches square, in black. 
Chamois lined. Price, 


$20.00 each, delivery extra. 


BAPTISMAL BOWL 
These bowls measure 74% 
inches across the top, 6% 
inches high, are guaran- 
teed full quadruple plated 
with pure silver on extra 
hard white metal, full 
burnished, plainly and 
neatly finished and free 
from over-decoration, giv- 
ing a rich, quiet effect. 
Silver Plate, $10.00. 
Gold Lined, $12.00 


Delivery Extra. 


CONGREGATIONAL 
COMMUNION 
BREAD PLATE 
Aluminum, Size, 10% 
ins. in diameter by % in. 


deep. Price, $1.75. Deliv- 
ery extra, 


Pastor’s Service No. 1200 
Four Glasses 


SERVICE NO. 1300 


Consists of six crystal 
glasses or six aluminum 
cups, element receptacles 
of quadruple silver-plated 
bard white metal; and 
case 9x5% inches in size, 
in black. Chamois lined. 
Price, $25.00, delivery ex- 


tra. 


METAL COLLECTION 
PLATES 
Aluminum, Quadruple 


Plated, or Sterling Silver 
Deep Bowl Collection Plate 
Size, 11% inches in diam- 
eter, 2 inches deep. For 
churches where the Enve- 
lope Systems are used a 
deep bowl plate is neces- 
sary. 

Hard White’ Britannia 
metal quadruple plated. 
Price, $12.00. 

Nickel Silver, quadruple 
plated. Price, $14.00, 

Delivery extra, 


Pastor’s Service No. 1300 
Six Glasses 


SERVICE NO. 775 


Consists of six crystal 
glasses or six aluminum 
cups, element receptacles 
of quadruple silver-plated 
hard white metal; and 
case 8'%4x5% inches in size, 
in black. Chamois lined. 
Price, $12.50 each, delivery 
extra. 


Silver Shallow Bowl Plate 


Size, 10% inches in diam- 
eter. Plush center, quad- 
ruple plated. Price, $10.00. 
Delivery extra, 

These plates are guaran- 
anteed full quadruple 
plated with pure silver on 


extra hard white metal, 
finely finished, with full 
* burnished = sides. In or- 


dering these plates, please 
state color of pads desired 
and whether you’ wish 
them with or without 
monogram. 


Pastor’s Service No, 775 
Six Glasses 


PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY 
REFORMED 


Schaff Building, 15th and Race Streets, - - 


SCHOOL BOARD OF THE 
CHURCH 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
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And r Ae in the sweet assurance years. To the day of his departure, he C U C U 
‘He giveth his loved ones sleep.’’’ was consistent and sincere in all that he H R H EQ IPMENT 
—H. O. did, ever he was true to his God, his 
——- Church and himself. Many know of the SERVICE 
MRS. MARY E. MITTEN purity and stability of his Christian char- 
ae ' acter, 
Mrs. Mary E., wife of John H. Mitten, «<The world may sound no trumpets, ring 


] 


died at her home, 62 Liberty St., West- 


minster, Md., on Thursday, Dec. 13, in her 
89th year, after an illness from heart 
trouble. Mrs. Mitten was a woman pos- 
sessed of a kind, genial, cheerful disposi- 
tion that inspired friendship and no one 
appreciated and enjoyed association with 
her friends more than she. She was a 


fine type of Christian woman, devoted to 
her husband, children, friends and the 
Church of which she had been a faithful 
member for so many years. The close, 
eongenial comp: inionship of this couple, old 
in years, but young in spirit, was a matter 
Or coved? and their thought and con- 
sideration for each other was often spoken 
of as a beautiful example of a happy mar- 
ried life, extending over a period of more 
than half a century. 

Mrs. Mitten leaves her husband, one 
daughter, Mrs. J, Thomas Anders, of West- 
minster, one step-daughter, Mrs. M. Clara 
Loane, Baltimore, one son, J. Albert Mit- 
ten, Westminster, one step-son, George H. 
Mitten, Washington, D. C., 2 grandsons, 1 
granddaughter and 4 great-grandchildren, 
and 2 sisters, Mrs. Katherine D. Fringer, 
Westminster, and Mrs. Frank Eckenrode, 
of Reese; also nieces and nephews. Fune- 
ral services were conducted by Rev. John 
N. Garner, of St. Paul’s Reformed Church 
of which she was a member for years and 
connected with the Bible Class and other 
Church societies. Funeral was held on 
Dec. 15, 2 P. M., at St. Paul’s Church. 
Interment in the Westminster cemetery. 


MRS. MARGARET ANN FERRINGER 


Mrs. Margaret Ann Ferringer, a daugh- 
ter of William and Elizabeth (Howe) Wi- 
ant, was born at Piolet, Clarion County, 
April 4, 1856, and after a long illness pass- 
ed to her reward Dee. 1928, at the age 
of 72 years, 8 months are 13 days. She 
was a lifelong member of the Reformed 
Church, being very active and faithful in 
her work to the Church and her Master. 
She served as President of the W. M. 8. 
for 16 years, and as President of the Clar- 
ion Classical W. M. 8. for 3 years. The 
Church has lost a faithful member in the 
death of Mrs. Ferringer. 

She is survived by her husband, G. B 
Ferringer, 3 daughters, Mrs. A. C. Klep- 
fer, of Mayport; Mrs. C. L. Kiefer, of East 
Br ady; and Miss Anna, at home: byt 
brother and 4 sisters, namely, Wallace W. 
Wiant, of Clarion; Mrs. Levi Gathers, 
Sanger; Mrs. Martha Cornman, of Rimers- 
burg; Mrs. Clara Gold, Tarentum, and 
Mrs. Fannie Eisenman, of Strattonville; 
and by 6 grandchildren and 4 great-grand- 
children. “Puner: al services were conducted 
in Trinity Church, Arcola, by Rev. H. A. 
Croyle, her pastor, on Wednesday of the 
same week, after which interment was 
made in Arcola Cemetery. 


ENOS M. HELM 


On July 16, 1928, the spirit of this be- 
loved brother and friend departed this life 
and entered into the light of eternal day. 
A son of Daniel and Susan (Eekman) 
Helm, at an early age he joined Zion 
Chureh, New Providence, Pa., and was a 
faithful worker in all departments. Only 
those who knew him best realized how 
dearly he loved and cherished the Church 
of his childhood. 

In 1898 he moved to New Cumberland, 
Pa., where he united (by letter) with the 
Baughman Memorial Methodist Episcopal 
Chureh. He filled many places or responsi- 
bility, as Assistant Supt. of Primary S. S., 
Secretary of Monroe Bible Class, and Mem- 
ber of the Official Board for a number of 


no bells— 
The Book of Life the shining record 
tells.’’ 


ADAM BIEBER DeLONG 

December 10, 1928, in his 77th year, the 
subject of this sketch, died in his home in 
Lewistown, Pa. His departure ealls for 
more than ordinary note, because of his 
relation to the organization of Trinity 
Church there, because of the fact that the 
Rey. Prof. Irvin Hoch DeLong, of the De- 
partment of Old Testament Studies in the 
Theological Seminary at Lancaster, Pa., 
is his first-born child, and because of the 
direct ancestral lines that are traceable 
through him, on both the father’s and the 
mother’s sides, to early Colonial families. 

His name appears in the seventh place 
among those attached to the petition laid 
before the West Susquehanna Classis which 
led to the formal organization of Trinity 
Church on Nov, 20, 1901. On Feb. 23, 
1902, he was chosen and ordained to the 
office of elder. Although in recent years 
he has not served in any official capacity 
in the congregation, yet on the day im- 
mediately preceding his sudden death, he 
had aecepted appointment for the 25th 
time in unbroken succesison to act as 
chairman of the Church School Committee 
on Christmas Decorations for the house 
of worship. Father DeLong’s life began 
in Longswamp Township, Berks County, 
Pa., June 24, 1852. In 1872 he was united 
in marriage to Caroline Hoch, a daughter 
of Jeremiah and Rebecca Diener Hoch. 
From this union 5 children were born, all 
of whom survive: the Rey. Prof. Irwin 
Hoch DeLong; Sara, wife of Eugene S. 
Willis, of Pittsburgh; Emma, wife of Erie 
F. Goss, of Lewistown, R. F. D.; John H., 
a ward-keeper in the Pennsylvania Indus- 
trial Reformatory, Huntingdon; and Prof. 
Howard H., recently Director of the Cali- 
fornia Branch Normal School at Somerset. 

After the death in the year 1880 of his 
first wife, Mr, DeLong removed to Central 
Pennsylvania, residing at different times 
in different localities in Snyder and 
Mifflin Counties. Here he married Amelia 
Jane Helfrich, a direct descendant of the 
the Reverend Johann Heinrich Helfrich, 
from 1772 to 1810 pastor of the DeLong 
Church, at what is now known at Bowers, 
Maxatawny Township, Berks County. To 
that Church Pyeter Delangh, the great- 
great-grandfather of Adam Bieber De- 
Long, and his wife, Eva Elizabeth Weber, 
in the year 1759, deeded two acres of 
their farm, as a gift in perpetuity. 

Two children eame of the DeLong-Hel- 
frich parentage, one, who died at the age 
of 12 years, the other, Raymond Lester, 
Doctor of Osteopathy, practicing in Wich- 
ita, Kansas. The seeond Mrs. DeLong 
preceded Mr. DeLong in death by two 
years, to the very hour. 

In the year 1927, for a third time, Mr. 
DeLong assumed marriage vows, the 
spouse being the widow of John Martin 
Hansen, of Butte, Montana, born a Promm, 
baptized Philippina Christina Maria, and 
a native of Kadozburg, near Nuernberg, 
Germany, who survives her late husband. 

The Pyeter Delangh already mentioned 
is the earliest known ancestor in the pa- 
ternal line of Adam Bieber DeLong, the 
last named having the distinction of being 
the first in the line of his paternal descent 
to write the name with the spelling that 
now generally prevails. The first named 
came from the Hudson Valley, New York, 
to Pennsylvania, some time between 1730 
and 17388. Tiere were DeLongs in the 
Hudson Valley at least as early as 1657, 
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20,000 Winters’ DeLuxe Church 
Bulletins in use. Build attendance, 
and increase collections. Economical 
—effective. Send for free catalogue 
shores many styles and sizes. 

Winters Specialty Co. 
441 Pershing Ave., Davenport, lowa 
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As a MEMORIAL or GIFT added to your church organ 


“Liberty Graduated 
Cathedral Chimes” 


STYLE O 

“Liberty Harp No. 149” 
Express forever in beautiful tones 
the thoughtfulness of the donor 


THE KOHLER-LIEBICH CO., INc. 


3551 Lincoln Avenue « Chicago, HL 


THE PERRY PICTURES 


Reproductions of the World’s Great 
Paintings. Size 5'/ x 8. Postpaid 
TWO CENTS EACH for 25 or more 
Send 50 cents for 25 on the life of 
Christ or 25 Art Subjects or 25 for 
Children. Send 15 cents in coin or 
stamps for Catalogue of 1600 minia- 
ture illustrations. 
THE PERRY PICTURES CO. 

Box SS 67 Malden, Mass, 


MENEELY BELL Co. 


TROY, N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 


<> BELLS 


Church Decorator, Fresco-Painting and Decorating 
MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 


Sketches Submitted on Application 
H. P. BERGER 


Standard Sets $4375 up. 

A living memorial—a lasting tribute. 
Write for information, 
4. C. DEAGAN, Inc. 

108 Deagan Building, Chicago 


DIME CARDS, 


A novel way of raising money for 
Churehes, Sunday Schools and _ Societies. 
Card size 7x11 has twenty cut-outs where 
dimes fit in snugly with seals provided to 
cover the dimes after inserted. 100 Cards cost 
$10.00 and return you $200.00. 
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527 Penn Street 


all of them traceable in their origin to 
either Holland or Germany. Pyeter De- 
langh’s wife, Eva Elizabeth Weber, was 
a daughter of Jacob Weber, who was a 
prominent member of the now famous 
Kocherthal Colony of German Lutherans, 
sent by Queen Anne in 1708 from London 
to New York. 

While resident in Berks County, the late 
Adam Bieber DeLong followed the oceu- 
pation of his farmer forebears, himself 
launching out also into the work of ear- 
penter and painter. During the Lewis- 
town period of his life, he was engaged 
chiefly in the work of a paper-hanger, His 
outstanding interests centered in his home, 
in his daily toil, in his Church, and in Free 
Masonry. 


His funeral assembly was the first to be 
called together in the beautiful worship 
room of Trinity Church, dedicated last 
May. Burial was made in Mount Rock 
Cemetery, alongside of the remains of the 
second Mrs. DeLong. 


—Frederick A. Rupley. | 
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Lebanon, Pa. 


